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PREFACE. 



WM. CRAWFORD. 



Mount Randalf 

Belfast. 



This little volume of extracts from a year's letters of 
my son is offered to a few of his friends. The letters, 
often very hurriedly written, were for the home circle; 
but it has been thought that these excerpts, giving, as 
^ey do, some account of Mission work and life in 
Manchuria, might interest a somewhat wider circle. 
The circumstances under which they were written 
will, I trust, disarm any criticism of style ; and as 
these are printed without the knowledge or consent 
of my son, he is not responsible for its being done. • » 

Extracts from his first year's letters were type- 
written, and in that form circulated among friends, 
many of whom have since asked for a further in- 
stalment This has led me to prepare the present 
volume. 

Doubtless the letters of many others of our 
Missionaries tell of equally or more marvellous tales 
of God's grace, and I earnestly wish that more news 
of the splendid work being done by our Missionaries 
in India and China could be made accessible. 

Though this volume is not published in the 
ordinaiy sense, I shall feel pleased if those into 
whose hands it may come will lend it to others. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES. 



RcT. A. R. Cnwfoid sailed for China in April, 1S95. He waa 
appointed to Kirin, the station in which Dr. Greig had been rending 
and wor^dng for some time, and in the neighbourhood of which he 
vnderwent the brutal attack which will be in the remembrance of 
ahnott all the readers of thb book. At the conclusion of the Japo- 
Chinese war, Mr. Crawford accompanied Dr. Greig to Kirin, 
arriving there on ist November, 1895. 

*'KiRTK, with itt 200,000 people, is the second greatest axy 
in Manchuria. It is beautifully situated on a bend of the Sungari 
• • . Wood is abundant. Coal is also abundant, but of inferior 
quality. .... In Kirin, in December, 1895, Ao ling, the 
Prefect, summoned before him the native evangelist (Mr. Sung), of 
the Irish Presbyterian Mission, and, without trial, caused him to be 
craelly beaten. His offence wa^ that he had acted as intermediaiy 
in the purchase of a site for the new Mission Hospital, He was 
thrashed in the ptoeobe of two English missionaries (Dr. Greig and 
Mr. Crawford), who had accompanied him to the Yamen, and who, 
be t ween the blows, were foully reviled by the Prefect" — ^The 
Timet, March 7th, 1898. 

Mr. Sung, above mentioned, was one of the first in Kirin to 
be brought to a knowledge of the Truth through the teaching and 
infiuenoe of Dr. Grdg. He is a thoroughly tried and trusted friend 
ol the missiottaries, and is unwearied in his efforts to spread the 
gotpel. 

OuT-STATiOlfS OF KiRiN.— There were none prior to the evenu 
idated in this volume, but the reader will observe that they are 
npidly becoming numerous. 



L. 



Ku-YU-SHU, which lies north of Kirin, was Rev. J. OmeWeiUL*s 
district, bat, Mr. Omelvena being temporarily transferred to New- 
diwang, Mr. Crawford took charge of Ku-yu-shu in addition to Kirin 
and its districts. 

The mode of travelling is by a springless, two-wheeled 
cart drawn by two or three horses or mules at the rate of about three 
miles an hour. The roads are mere tracks. They are very uneven, 
and, in wet weather, are sometimes impassable. 

A '" U** is one-third of a mile ; three li equal one mile. 

The climate of Manchuria somewhat resembles that of Canada. 
In summer the thermometer registers 80 to 100 degrees Fahrenheit, 
and, in winter, it £alls as low as thirty degrees below xero. 
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SKETCHES OF MISSIONARY LIFE 

In MANCHURIA. 



KiRiN, September 22nd, 1897. 

THERE is good news to give this week. It is that 
we have the prospect of several additions to 
the membership of the church in Kirin, — so it is 
possible that very soon we may see our membership 
doubled 1 I mentioned in my last letter that Sung 
had been anxious we should examine the inquirers 
with a view to baptism. A few days after he 
mentioned the matter again, and I took it as an 
indication that we should go forward in the matter. 
So we appointed the following Monday, and made 
out a list which grew to eighteen, as one after another 
made known his wish to have his name entered. 

On Monday and Tuesday we were engaged for 
four hours each morning, giving between half-an-hour 
and an hour to each candidate separately, testing 
their knowledge of Bible truth, and, as well as we 
could, their motives in desiring to become Christians. 
Dr. Learmonth was with me part of the time. He 
did not take any part (m Chinese) though he some- 
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times suggested a question to me in English. Sung 
was generally present too. One thing that struck me 
very much was their fluency in prayer. I asked most 
of them to engage in prayer, and not one of those 
whom I asked refused. Evidently they had been 
pra}dng, and in public, for some time. Another 
thing I was glad to learn ^^as that many of them had 
been looked on as Christians for a good while, and 
some even had borne persecution for Christ's sake. 
For instance, one young fellow, who used to come 
regularly to worship when we lived in the house 
which was burnt,* was beaten by his father for coming 
about the Christians, but now it seems his father 
makes no objection, and the young man is among 
those whom we hope to admit. 

Another called Tung is a soldier, who got shot in 
the leg in the Japanese war and was tended in Dr. 
Christie's Hospital in Moukden. He came in his 
regimentals and evidently realised the importance of 
the occasion. When I asked him for his second 
name (what corresponds to ** Christian name**) he 
immediately began fumbling in his trouser (not in a 
pocket, for they have none, but somewhere between 
his knee and his foot) for a red paper, which he 
produced and gave me, and on which was written out 
his whole history. But it would take too long to 
enter into the details of all Most of these have been 
inquiring for more than a year ; to we hav*e had good 
opportunity of testing their characters and motives as 
far as that is possible* 

• TU kmm im ml^M Dr. Or§i§ aimI Iff. (Vti^^f4 Hmi WM« to itm^tK M9i, 
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his- Biarketing. He dismounted on approaching as». 
and it occurred to me to ask him if the place was his, ta 
which he replied in the affirmative. He was very 
pleasant, and invited us to his house to drink tea, to 
which we replied by offering him ours, and getting 
him to take a ginger nut before he left Presently he 
came back leading a little deer by a cord for the 
amusement of the children. 

' But I must tell you about Sunday, which is my 
best news. The congregation was the largest we have 
had, viz. : — about 65 men, while in the women's room 
there were 22, including children. I hope it was a 
day which marked an advance in our work here. 

Perhaps you would like me to take you through 
the service. We meet in the hospital waiting room, 
and I mount the desk. We oegin with a harvest 
hymn, then I lead in prayer, and Mr. Liu reads the 
chapter (Matt 22), after which another hymn C He 
leadeth me^'), and we all repeat the Lord's prayer 
together. Mr. Turley then preached from the parable 
of the man without the wedding garment. At the 
outset he congratulated the Church on the change 
which has taken place since his former visit to this 
place. After the sermon and prayer by Mr. Turley 
followed the baptism service. The male candidates 
all sat together in front, and, when the time came, 
the women were ushered in. After ainother singing, 
I addressed the candidates very briefly, trying to 
impress on them the text in ist John, v. 5, " Who is 
he that overcometh the world but he that believeth 
that JesuS'is the Son pf God ? " Then I asked them 
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each four questions, to which they answered, as a 
confession of their faith, and I baptized them — nine 
men and four women. Sung led us in prayer, and I 
pronounced the benediction. 

I have told you akeady of the men who were 
baptized. The women are the wife, sister, daughter 
of Mr. Sung (the last being Wei's wife), and the wife 
of Wang, the bookseller. These are two families who 
are practicaUy all Christians now. The only one of the 
Sungs remaining is the old father, who is quite willing 
to be baptized but doesn't lay himself out for acquiring 
much knowledge of Christianity. Still I have no 
doubt he is a believer in his way. Among the in- 
quirers examined this time was my teacher, Liu. He 
himself asked for it. I am very glad ; it took me 
quite by surprise ; but I am not sure if he understands 
all that is implied and all that will /have to be given 
up. \Vhen I asked him what his friends would think, 
he told us that those who were right thinking would 
understand, and that those who weren't had broken 
with him long ago ; for on account of his connection 
with us he had been looked on as a Christian for a 
good whUe past I know you will rejoice with us in 
all this good news and take it as a proof that your 
prayers are being answered, and as an encouragement 
to pray even more behevingly in the future. One 
likes to think that it is only the first-fruit of a great 
harvest If it is so, may we have grace to do our 
share in directing and hastening it as God gives us 
opportunity. 

We are in the midst of removing to the new 
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boose. There are no furniture vans here ; all has to be 
carried on men's shoulders. At the same time the 
masons are busy putting down brick wal)cs, and the 
carpenters doing other work. The paper on the 
dining-room is the light-coloured washable paper 
which you sent. , It makes a nice light room. 

Dr. Learmonth is very busy at the hospital. He 
has about a dozen operations large and small in the 
week. 

I do not hope to get any Chinese study done these 
times, and apart from my preaching and teaching have 
hardly had an hour's Chinese study for a month past. 
I am talking away but making little progress. Careful 
study would be necessary. 



KiRiN, October 30th, 1897. 

Yesterday afternoon, just after dinner, we were 

surprised by the boy bringing in a card — " Dr. — 

Geelong, Melbourne," and here, sure enough, was a 
man of whom we had all heard before as the author 
of a book which was a good deal commented on at 
the time of its publication, and in which he criticised 
missions in China pretty severely. He is at present 
correspondent in China of The Times, and has come 
down from Siberia, by way of Tsitsihar. We had 
had no news of his coming. He is staying at an inn 
in the city, but took supper with us that evening, and 
slept here the night. At supper, he was telling us of 
his travels, and among others, of a walking tour he 
made up the Yangtze Kiang alone, in Chinese dress. 
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I remarked. By the way, hadn't he written a book on 
that joomeyy in which he went pretty straight for oor 
fraternity ? He coloured a bit, and said. Oh, yes, 
he had got a great overhauling for it, espedaUy (I 
think) from the Bishop of BallaraL Of course, he 
said, he had -simply reported what he saw, and was 
rather an admirer of missions than otherwise. He 
seemed to think weU of our work in Manchuria, and 
referred to James's chapter in the "Long White 
Mountain,** in which he treats of the subject. He is 
pleasant company, but quite the reporter — takes out 
his notebook every time facts are knocking about. He 
went carefully into the details of Sung's beating in 
December of '95, and the movements of Prefect Ao. 
He proposed to me that I should accompany him to 
Ninguta, and, after consideration, I have decided to go. 
I had been thinking this good while of making a trip 
round there to prospect and sell books. And so we 
start, possibly on Tuesday morning. We shall go 
through to Ninguta (d. v.) in eight days. This journey 
of mine is on short notice, but I feel sure it is the 
right thing to do, and I might have put it off for a 
longtime had this opportunity not presented itself. 
I hope it may be for the glory of God. As yet, there 
has been no missionary work of any kind in Ninguta, 
and, possibly, it has never been visited by a mis- 
sionary; but we had evidence last Sunday that a 
knowledge of the gospel is spreading in that region, 
in the presence at our service of a member of a 
family belonging to Tiehling, but now living on the 
road to Hunch'un, at a place 70 li from where that 
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road leaves the Ninguta road. This man brought 
with him four men who profess to be inquirers, one 
of them a Roman Catholic, who is dissatisfied with 
the husks which that Church provides, and was 
anxious to start a room for meetings, as there are ten 
of them in all ; but I advised them to proceed quietly 
in the meanwhile, and to meet in one another's 
houses. Movements of this kind so easily assume 
a semi-political complexion that we have to be 
watchfuL 

European visitors are coming in thick. To-day, 
an Austrian gentleman caUed who is hunting for gold 
in Manchuria. He spoke English, but very broken. 
He showed me a very careful survey of the roads firom 
Hunch'un to here, which he has made. 

The weather is quite mild again, so we ought to 
have a good start, and it will be fine among the 
mountains between this and Ninguta. 
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NiNGUTA, November 12th, 7897. 

We left Kirin on Tuesday, 2nd November, and 
made the distance of about 200 miles in eight days. 
I enjoyed the journey immensely. The weather 
was excellent all the time, the sceneiy grand in 
parts, and the roads hilly enough to permit one to 
¥^alk a good deal. When the roads are level and 
good the carters want to get on, and one gets no 
walking. 

We cross two high passes on the way firom Kirin, 
and there is a considerable variety in the natural 
features of the country we passed through. After the 
first thirty miles from Kirin the population is very 
sparse. Between Omosu and this place there is 
almost no cultivation. It has, however, the appear- 
ance of a country which could support an -immense 
population. One interesting part of the road was a 
lava deposit in the neighbourhood of Lake Bilten. 
We were on the lava for about four miles, but in 
other directions it is much more extensive. It 
would be a great difficulty in case the railway were 
made in that direction. The lava forms a thick crust, 
covering the earth throughout the neighbourhood 01 
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tbe lak^ and we Tuinble over it in the carts which have 
fcnmed tracks on it The depth of the lava cannot be 
veiy great as I felt it shake under the vibration of the 
cart In places where there are cracks, one can see 
water below, and it is suffktsed to be' undermined in 
this way for a long distance. I brought a piece of the^ 
lava with me, and may send it to you when I have a 
diance. 




INN ON TKK I^VA BESS. 

Ninguta is beautifully situated on the river Hurka, 
and is a town of perhaps 15,000 inhabitants. In the 
centre is a small walled city containing especially 
the Yamens, the suburbs contain the population and 
trade. 

To-day I went to sell books. I placed my box in 
the cart and drove with .my boy to one of the main 
streets. I was sorry, however, that we hadn't chosen 
a rather quieter place, as the eagerness of the peopl^ 
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to buy them was quite embarassing. As soon as I 
had my books laid out, we began selling as quick as 
the money could be handed in and the books given 
out I sat on the shaft of the cart, and my boy stood 
at the other side receiving the money. But the 
people pressed around and made such a hubbub asking 
for the books that there were sometimes high words 
between my carter or the boy and individuals, in the 
crowd. We sold at a furious rate until the box was 
more than half empty, but some rough fellows began 
tearing the cloth covering of the cart and snatching 
books through the window when my back was 
turned, so I closed up, and we returned to the inn. 
I must devise some more orderly means of getting rid 
of the rest. I don't think Christian books were ever 
before sold in this city. I think we must try to start 
a street chapel here. The chief difBculty is that we 
have no one suitable to appoint in charge. 

There are two Russians, an officer and an 
engineer, living here, with a number of Cossacks 
under them. They have had Chinese premises fitted 
up for themselves. The Chinese official, second-in- 
charge here, is very favourable to Europeans. This 
old Mandarin calls on the Russians almost eveiy day. 

Friday evening. — The two Russians dined with 
us to-day. They are both very decent fellows. The 
officer cannot speak English or French, and we 
should have thought it rather slow for him, but the 
engineer told us, after they had been in the other 
evening for an hour or two, that the officer had spent 
"une soiree bien gaie." The engineer is a great 
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. conversationalist, speaks fair French, and helps it out 
with gesticulations. • To-day, when he came in, 
he mentioned that he had heiard I was selling 

. Chinese books on tiie street, and asked if he might 
buy some. So I brought some out and presented 

. them to him, and he wrote the names in French on 
them. Then he said, " When I go back to Moscow 
I will shake these in the face of our church dignitaries, 
and say, look what the missionaries are doing in 
Manchuria." He deplores the state of religion in 
Russia, and the ignorance of the people. Evidently 
he is a Radical, one of what would seem to be a 

numerous class in Russia. He is a great admirer of 
Dickens, and carries several volumes with him in his 
travels. He is also well read in French writers. 

Dr. leaves to-morrow for the Russian 

.frontier and Vladivostok. I am entrusting this 
letter to him, so it will probably reach you sooner 
than if I took it back with me to Kirin. CoL B., 
whom we found here on arrival, accompanies me 
back to Kirin. It is rather funny, when one thinks 
of it, to find the military attache to the British 
Embassy at Pekin, and the correspondent for China 
of The TimeSf both cabined with myself in a shabby 
littie inn in this out-of-the-way comer of Manchuria. 



Ta Mutan (12 miles from Kinguta). 

Monday, November 15iK 1897. 

We have just started on our return journey to 
Kirin, and have done our first morning's run. That 
^y I sold books twice on the street, but not in the 
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cart the second time as it attracted too much attention. 
The Chinese generally took us for Russians, but as 
we went about I often heard people say, "He is 
English, he is the one that sells the books." Yester- 
day a Mohammedan called to see me and invited me 
to go and see him, which I did in the afternoon. He 
has a large establishment — 16 persons I think he said, 
and the house is very clean. Cleanliness seems to be 
a strong point with the Mohammedans. After we had 
drunk tea he took me to see the mosque, which is close 
by, I was ushered into a side house and was intro- 
duced to the mullah* and the No. 2 man. The latter 
was very talkative and discussed with me the relative 
merits of Mohammedanism and Christianity. That 
God should have a son is their greatest stumbling 
block. I said to him: **If you believe that your 
system is true why do you not propagate it and gain 
disciples ftom these Chinese who are idolaters?'* 
•^* Ah," he said, "we have not the power as you have. 
Our emperor does not allow us." The answer is 
rather instructive as shewing that they entertain the 
too common idea that we have the support of our 
Government in our missionary work. Of course in a 
sense it is true. 

The evening we dined with the Russians the old 
Chinese official came in very soon after we had sat 
down, his servant calling out in a loud voice, as 
though afraid we might not take notice, that the 
"great man" had arrived. He seems to be a great 

* Tkii man, tomg montkt afUft eaiUd on th§ miationarist in KiHn, boti^t 
mmM Arabic € o§ptU and oav an order for oth»r Seriptur§i not in ttoek, Mt 
jmid U9ffml 9iaiU to the JBibU Depot and to ths Chapel, 
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bore. The Russians say he. comes two and three 
times a day. .His son of about twelve years of age 
came with him, and also ate the foreign food. Un- 
fortunately the son is deaf and dumb. StiU he seems 
pretty intelligent. The Chinese have no S3rstem of 
speaking on the fingers otherwise than by signs. I 
asked the father how he made him know what he 
wanted, so he called him over and got him to fill his 
pipe. Then I asked him how he would ask his son if 
he were going out to-morrow. He first imitated 
sleeping, then a movement towards the door and the 
outer gate, then a wave of the hand implying a 
question, so in this kind of way I suppose they can 
convey most ideas. 

Thursday, 18th. — We have got to our inn for the 
night, and after a long run it is quite pleasant to come 
into the warm inn. We did no li to-day as the roads 
were good, and so we creep along, each day bringing 
us nearer to Kirin. We are just about half way, 
having passed through Omosu this afternoon. We 
have quite a procession of carts. Of the four carts 

Dr. and I brought with us from Kirin only the 

one I am riding in got a fare back ; the others came 
along empty, except that they carry grain with them 
for their animals, as it is cheaper in the towns than 
in the country, and they toil up these difBcult passes 
with it rather than pay a higher price in some 
other place. In addition to these carts CoL B. has 
two. There are six in all, and this is more than 
we have passed all the time since Ninguta. This 
shows you that the trafiBc along this road is not great. 
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To-day (igtb) we. saw two sedan chairs (Chinese) in 
an inn through which we came, and learnt afterwianls 
that they belonged to a party of Russians. They 
were in the inn and we did not see them. 

One of GoL B.'s carters took ill while we 
were in Ninguta, so he has been lying in the cart, 
and another man has acted as driver. As we were 
coming over the lava bed (of which I told you) one of 
the carts overturned in a rather unaccountable way 
and came down a terrible cropper, for the lava is as 
hard as iron. Unfortunately, this was the cart with 
the sick man in it. He was pulled out none the 
worse, however, and sat looking at his cart as much 
as to say that if he had been driving such a thing 
would not have happened. To-day he is eating his 
food again, which is good sign. Formerly he used to 
lie on the kang calling for his mother, or groaning in 
a way which, however, does not always mean with a 
Chinaman acute pain. 

The weather was very mild while we were in 
Ninguta. I went out several days without an over- 
coat ; but now it is much colder. We have had clear 
bright weather ever since leaving Kirin, except one 
day when there was a slight shower and another day 
which was cloudy. '. 

We often meet people on the road that we have 
seen at Ninguta or at other inns. To-day, at breakfast, 
a well-dressed man who was in talking with me said 
he had been at the chapel in Kirin. I knew he 
smoked opium and said we could not have any who 
were slaves to it. He confessed he did, but said he 
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wanted to^ve it up; and asked if I had any medicine 
to core him of it. He also got some Gospels from 
mie. His son, or at least a young fellow who was 
travelling with him, I recognised immediately by his 
long, old-fashioned face as having been in one of the 
crowds when I sold books on the street in Ninguta, 
and after the older man had gone out he said he 
thought the doctrine in the books we sold was very 
good. 

The more one travels in Manchuria the more one 
sees how widely the Gospel, or at least the Christian 
church, is known, but also how very mixed are the 
motives of those who appear to take an interest in u& 

Our daily programme on this journey is, to rise 
at 5-30, have a cup of cocoa and bread, start at 
6-30 and go on till 10-30, when every one is 
quite ready for a good meal. Preparing the food, 
the men having theirs, and feeding the mules 
occupies two hours. We then start again and go 
on till 5-0. We walk a good- part of the way. 
I enjoy the mountainous parts, as one gets more 
walking, but after an hour or two one is glad to 
jump on the cart again and trot along some smooth 
piece of the road. Col. B. is a great walker. He 
takes a survey of the road as he goes ; jumps off at 
the top of every hill and takes the bearings with the 
compass to the place where the road crosses the next 
hill and he sometimes walks about twenty miles in 
the day. 

When we have as now, two servants, one acts as 
cook and the other as ''boy," that is, arranges our 
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bedding on the kang when we arrive at the inn and 
waits at table. On leaving a place like Ninguta we 
buy lolbs. of beef, a leg of mutton and a large fish, 
and these do us most of the way. Potatoes and eggs 
we can buy at the inns. There is not much variety 
but we fare very well. My travelling basket is most 
valuable, as it keeps the things clean ; it is much 
admired both by Europeans and natives. We cany 
some ilour with us, so my boy makes bread. Col. 
B. had not had any but native bread (which has 
pig's fat in it) for a couple of months. He is a man 
who is easily satisfied. His servant half starved him, 
being too lazy to cook properly; but I think he is 
rather afraid of me because I know Chinese ; conse- 
quently Col. B. has better dinners — or, rather, has 
dinners. The fellow only heated tinned soups and 
boiled some rice, and the CoL put up with it. 

KiRiN, 25th November. — Got back last Monday 
(22nd) after a good journey. All well here. 



KiRiN, November 29th, 1897. 

I was away at Ninguta exactly twenty days. On 
my return, the members seemed glad to see me back, 
and on Sunday, at the service, a good many came at 
the end to make their bows. I think no Sunday 
passes but there are some new inquirers introduced, 
or inquirers from villages and towns. at a distance, 
who have come up to the city for a few days. For 
instance, there is now one man here from Hei-shih- i 

tou, and another from a village in the district of 
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Liu-tao-whang, our other out-station. In neither 
of these out-stations have we opened chapels or 
meeting rooms yet, but we have sent an occasional 
preacher to visit them. 

These dajrs I am trying to complete the lecturing 
to our men on the subject for the examination which 
is to be held in a few days. 

During my absence in Ninguta, Mr. Sung came to 
an important decision. He made up his mind to 
retire from the business, part of. the work, handing it 
over to Li, in order to give all his time to more 
strictly spiritual work. I think his idea is partly to 
discourage those who come seeking help in law-suits, 
&c. He told us that when people know that he does 
not take an)rthing to do with that sort of business 
they will not apply to Li, because they know him to 
be unsuited for it. 

To-day, Sung was propounding to me a way of 
getting the street chapel made warmer (it has merely 
wooden shutters all along one side), as the enquirers 
who meet for evening worship are too many for the 
small room behind, and henceforth they will have to 
hold their meetings in the chapel. Sung also intends 
to open the chapel in the morning, as well as the 
afternoon, for preaching. "The Roman Catholics 
will be coming soon," he said, "and now is our 
opportunity." 
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Yu-CHIA-TUN, 90 li from Kirin, 

Thursday, 2nd December, 1897. 

Here I am, oflf again, on the road once more, 
this time bound for Liu-tao-whang, the place that we 
may call our first out-station, and the first for me to 
visit. We have just got into our inn for the night ; it 
was after dark when we had completed our thirty- 
miles and got in here. The long room of the inn is 
full of smoke, so that one cannot see half way along 
it, but only the lights of the hanging lamps shining 
out of the gloom. The place I am going to is the 
home of the inquirer Liu, who more than a year ago, 
was sent by his mother to " inquire for the true Lord." 
He did not know of my going, but happened to arrive I 

in Kirin yesterday, and when he heard I was going: 
he started off this morning to accompany us, walking. 
I have also brought the bookseller Wang, and he 
is a great help in preaching and selling books. He 
has both wit and wisdom. In the inn his voice is 
generally predominant over the rest, and he keeps his 
audience in good humour. He is a regular Irishman 
in this respect. Then, after supper, he sits on the 
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kaag '^fA&i a little knot of men round bun, .and; 
preaches to them by the hour ahnost, and brings out 
gospels and tracts and offers them for sale* 

7tk December. — Liu-tao-whang lie^ N.E. of Kirin, 
and about sixty miles distant The Sungari we crossed ; 
on the ice. About nine o'clock on Saturday morning we 
arrived at Liu-tao-whang, and received a very hearty , 
reception. Mr. Wang, at whose house we stopped* 
took me by the hand and led me in. It is a very 
humble house: at one end the family Uve» in the 
middle the cooking is done, and at the other end is 
the room set apart for their meetings, and on Sundays 
they all assemble here for worship. On the kang of 
this room I took up my position. Besides this family, 
there are two other whole families who are inquirerSr 
with an average of a dozen persons in each family. 
The name of the place is Pa-tao-ling-tzu, but there is 
no village, it is simply a "'country side," with 
scattered houses. These people are. all fanners, and, 
of course, this is their slack season. While we were 
there, they were all present the whole time, and some 
who Uved at a distance slept on the premises. It did 
not take long to see how joyfully these poor people 
have received the gospeL And they were determined 
to make the most of the opportunity of our being 
with them ; but, indeed, I felt that I received much 
more than I could give. I felt my own cold-hearted- 
ness and want of faith reproved. Altogether, it was a 
very refireshing time, and we realised something of 
what the '* communion of saints" is. Continually, 
from morning till night, it was either singing or 
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preaching, or engaging in worship or explaining 
passages that they had not understood. During my 
meals I was generally conducting either a singing or 
a reading lesson. There are only three or four of the 
men who are able to read, and it goes without saying 
that the women can't ; but the children are learning, 
and they were anxious that I should get them a 
teacher, as they would like to start a schooL Even 
the children seemed to feel the reality of spiritual 
things. While I was at breakfast on Sunday morning 
the children had a sort of Sunday school on the kang 
beside me, led by Liu. First they sang a hymn, then 
a boy of about eight prayed, then another hymn and 
a* girl of about fifteen prayed, and very nicely, and 
this by. people who have only heard the gospel for a 
year and a half. The Wangs have six girls and a 
boy. The day I arrived I was engaged all afternoon 
examining inquirers. The first business is to get down 
all the names (and some of them have to get names 
given to them). It is quite a business to understand 
all the relationships, but, this accomplished, we 
started, and were at it about six hours on end. 'The 
result was that out of forty-three examined there were 
thirty whom I could not refiise to baptize. Of these, 
only three were infants who could not speak; and 
even the children of two and three years could at 
^ least repeat the Lord's prayer. It was a great joy to 
see the sincerity of their faith, and also the good 
knowledge they had of the truths of the gospel. The 
majority of those who were not baptized had not been 
inquirers as long as is prescribed by the rules of the 
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rhurch.' On Sunday morning Wang preached, and 
afterwards I addressed them on the Vine and the 
Branches from John xv., and baptized the thirty, 
taking them by families, there being only one who did 
not belong to one of these three families. And thus 
we have the first off-shoot of the work in Kirin, which 
has already outstripped the mother church. How 
little we thought when Liu first came to us in Kirin 
that it would be the beginning of such a work 1 ^ 

On Monday, we left Pa-tao-ling-tzu. I sent Wang, 
the bookseller, off to another place, to return indepen- 
dently to Kirin, and Liu accompanied him, while 
three of the other newly-baptized members went along 
with me to Kwankai, a market town fifty li distant. 
This was quite of their own accord, and they were very 
useful, for as soon as we had dinner we went out on 
the street with the cart and sold books, it being market 
day, and they all helped, hawking the books about 
among the people. In Kwankai there are five men 
inquirers, all in business, and so as soon as the shops 
closed we met them in a little room (a kitchen) at the 
back of the shop where one of these men is employed, 
I examined them on the catechism, but did not think 
of examining any of them for baptism ; however, the 
Pa-tao-Ung-tzu men were very anxious that I should 
baptize one of them who has been inquiring for ovex 
a year, and so, after asking more * fully what his 
purpose was m wishing to be received into the church. 
I consented, and he was enrolled the first member of 
the Christian church in that place. Next morning I 
bade farewell to the Pa-tao-ling-tzu friends, and started 
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on my homeward journey. We had breakfast at 
another market town called Kang-yao, after which we 
went on the market place and sold books for a while, 
then started again and made Wu-la-kai that night. 
The following morning we did the remaining distance 
of twenty-five miles before breakfast (for the men), 
getting into Kirin again at noon. Right glad I was 
to get back and find all well, Mr. Omelvena had 
returned the day I started. To-morrow morning I 
start off again to Hei-shih-tou, taking Sung with me, 
whose wisdom and counsel I shall much require. 



50 li S. of Shwang-yang-ho, 

December 12th, 1897. 

I got back from Liu-tao-whang on Wednesday 
and started off again on Friday morning. Having 
forgotten some papers I had to send back the boy. I 
told him to ride back on the horse and meet me at 
the chapel, where we had to call for Mr. Sung, but 
the horse seems to have led him a dance so that he 
had to take it back, and though we waited a good 
while for him at the chapel he only overtook us outside 
the West gate. I was amused at a remark of Sung's. 
This boy, Li, had no fur cap, having lost it on the 
former journey, and, as the weather was very cold 
and I knew he would be half frozen without it, I sent 
one of the members, on getting to the chapel, to buy 
one for him. As we were waiting his return Sung 
was turning the cap round on his hand and remarked : 
''Just like the run of men, there is a favour awaiting 
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tticm and they don\ laum iV We only did 65 li 
ffaat day, bnt next -day hf starting at 5 o'clock, with 
moonlight for tiie first three hours, we went the 
remaining 130 li in good style, and arrived at Swang- 
jang-bo at 4 p.m. This is about the fastest travelling 
I have done in China. Our visit here was, however, 
lather in vain. There was formerly a member and 
some inquirers in this place, but we heard that, follow- 
i^g the example of several in Kwan-cheng-tzu, with 
which station they were connected, they had gone 
ever to the Roman Catholics. Sung called this 
morning on the ex-member and found that he with 
some ' seventy of his following are determined to 
remain in the R.C. church. So, as there was not 
inuch opportunity of preaching in the inn, after having 
worship among ourselves, we came 50 li to this littie 
inn where we are spending the nighL 

While I am writing Sung has been preaching to 
the people who have come into the inn to see the 
sights. Then he brought out the books and offered 
them for sale. The worst of it is so few are able to 
read. The boy, though we don't even regard him as 
an inquirer, does his part in offering the books for 
sale, and I notice that he takes, off his cap and 
says grace before meals. I was amused at the old 
carter, too, quite entering into the spirit of the thing, 
reconmiending the books as exhorting to good deeds, 
one day we were selling from the cart A Chinaman 
never bu3rs in a hurry and most sales are made after 
the books are packed away. 

Monday^ December 20th. — Since I wrote last at 
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nificant looking, and Lin has a good bearing. On 
entering the yard. I saw three sedan chairs and 
lots of soldiers and servants hanging aboat, and I 
said to mvseIC '* This is rather awkward ; thev have 
visitors!*' But these were onlv the dons that had 
come to see me, if yon please ! I expect they come 
chiefly for the fan of seeing what kind of an individual 
diis foreigner is. The Prefect received me as before. 
The others present were the magistrate of Ti-tong- 
choa (one of GiUesjHe^s stations), and the Governor of 
the Treasur\\ The Prefect {M-omised to have procla- 
mations issued in the places in question. I said we 
were quite sure that His Excellency could not be 
acquainted with such things, or they couldn't happen. 
I really think the\' are willing to meet our wishes, 
when these are reasonable (which I hope they always 
are), so that Kirin. which used be the place wh^e 
official opposition was the strongest, is losing this 
unenviable notorietv. 



KlRlN% January i^tk. 1S9S. 

Last week I examined nine inquirers here, and 
dedded to baptize four. I had the pkasure ci 
b^ ptiring them last Sunday. One is an old man who 
sent us his idols. His name is Liu yu he. Another, 
who is cook in some official's house in the dty, is also 
called Liu. The way he managed to get time to 
come to the chapel is that the lao-tai-tai ilady of the 
house) CDCOuraged him to attend* requesting him to 
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tell her all he learns. Another, called Fei, told me 
that he first heard the gospel from Mr. Carson in an 
inn here, in the old times, and bought some tracts 
from him. The fourth is son of an old member here, 
called K£. 

Last Sunday we also had our first monthly col- 
lection. They had been contributing through the 
week as well, and the total came to i8 tiaos, rather 
more than i8/-. If they keep it up and improve they 
will do very welL • 

Last Friday the Colonel and I went over to dine 
with the Russians ; about fifteen were present, only 
one lady. The French speakers were all grouped at 
the end of the table where we sat. Their place is 
four miles from here and we walked both ways. 
Coming back we had the full moon (it being the 15th 
of the moon) and as we came almost the whole 
distance on the ice it was delightful walking. Although 
we came along the city front most of the way we 
hardly met a soul, only one small cart with outrider. 
The ice is beautifully clear and smooth, and in the 
middle "we could see the bottom, the water being low 
at this time of year. The smoothness of the ice is 
owing to our not having had any snow which has 
lain. 

Omelvena left us to-day,* not to return I suppose 
for fifteen or sixteen months. It was hard to part, 
for the three of us are like brothers, and it is particu- 
larly hard losing Omelvena. 



* Rn. J^kn OaMiMNa, who had charge of Ku-fU-Mhu »md turrounding 
dit^itl, Hmt mppoimtod to Nomehwang dmring tkt otetnce, on fwriough^of JU9, 
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this letter a |;ood deal has happened. We are now 
on our way back^ and this evening are i6o li from 
Kirin, and ought to be in the day after to-morrow. 

From Shwang-yang-ho we went across country 
to Moa-pan-shan . through a mountainous and not 
very thickly populated country. Moa-pan-shan has 
long been a stronghold of the R.C.'s, and we have 
had almost no work there. There is a crenelated 
wall surrounding the town proper, but as in many 
walled towns in Manchuria, the greater part of the 
population is without The R.C. mission is within 
the walls. I went with Mr. Sung to call on the priest, 
whose Chinese name is Lang (his French one I don*t 
know), but he was from home, having gone to another 
JR..C. settlement near Kwan-cheng-tzu. In the even- 
ing the native in charge called to see me and was very 
affable, discoursing at length on the points which we 
had in conmion, and even saying that if we thought 
of opening a chapel they would not offer the slightest 
opposition. In this place there are only three of our 
members, viz., an old man from Chin-chow and tw6 
who had been baptized by Mr. Inglis (U.P. Missionary) 
a few days previously. There are three inquirers, 
one of whom came to Kirin for instruction last year. 
At his invitation we removed over to his own room at 
his place of business,* as it was quieter for holding 
worship with the Christians. In the evening the six 
all turned up, and we had two diets of worship with 
an interval for supper ; I addressing them first and 
Sung afterwards. In this house we met three brothers, 
two of whom are in business and the other is a scholar. 
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IV. 



CITY OF KIRIN. 



KiRiN, January 2nd, 1898. 

Since returning to Kirin this time, every day has 
been filled up from morning till night, and there is 
little time for either reading or writing. This 
is specially the case when I have to preach. 

I had rather an important subject to treat of 
to-day. Our members and inquirers here have never 
contributed regularly of their means to God*s work, 
and doubtless it only requires to be brought before them 
to procure a response. Next Sabbath will show, as I 
announced that next Sabbath would be a day for 
receiving contributions. Aifairs of this kind are done 
in a thoroughly business-like fashion here. I shall 
appoint two members to receive the money, one of 
whom will enter the sum in an account book, and the 
whole thing will be open to the scrutiny of all. 
Unfortunately, the Chinese mind is so suspicious, 
that even those who are scrupulously honest require 
to guard themselves from all possible criticism. Paul 
found himself in the same position, as is shown by 
2 Cor. viii. 20, 21. It was on this chapter and the 
following that I founded my remarks, my text being 
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V. 



A HOLIDAY TRIP. 



Sanchiatzu (120 li from Kirin), 

January 27th, 1898. 

Dr. Learmonth and I have started off on a short 
holiday with Col. B. We go as his guests. We left 
on Tuesday morning before sunrise and walked down 
to the river as the sleigh could not draw us over the 
dry ground. As we walked along on the ice waiting 
for the sleigh to overtake us, our attention was taken 
with a band of little boys all dressed alike in dull 
green frocks, who came out of the temple outside the 
east gate which overlooks, the river, and went out on 
the ice all singing together, or rather yelling in dis- 
cordant and weird cries. These boys are connected 
with a theatre, and are thus sent out to exercise their 
voices (!) with a man to look after them, for it seems 
they might run away. They are bought by their 
employer, and so are really slaves I suppose. 

We are now on our return journey. We have 
been out three days, and another will take us home. 
It is, perhaps, not the idea of a holiday of a person in 
Ireland — the cold (though there is nearly always 
bright sunshine during the day), the comparative 
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discomfort of Chinese inns, the various interruptions 
during the night which are apt to deprive a light 
sleeper of his night's rest. All the same it is a very 
enjo3rable holiday when one is in good health. The 
mountains are grand and one is continually obtaining 
new panoramas. Occasionally, if we get in before 
sunset, we scale a mountain to get a view. The cold 
has not been intense, though in the morning it is 
decidedly " nippy," and we have to get out and walk 
(incased as we are in two layers of great coats) in 
order to keep up the circulation. Our sleigh is simply 
the body of a large cart, with not very high sides and 
open back and front. This is placed on runners and 
is drawn by three horses. The boy. Li (younger 
brother of our former cook, who is now acting as 
cook for Col. B.), the driver and ourselves make up 
five, so we have to sit pretty "thick." Two boards 
fastened to the sides of the sleigh form seats, and 
our food-box and bedding are tied on behind. Fortu- 
nately the inns were quiet, it being still holiday time, 
but there was, all the same, generally some driver of 
a charcoal sleigh who left the inn at 2 a.m., .at which 
hour also a cock in a wooden cage under the charcoal 
brazier in the common room where we are, always 
began his chanticleering and kept it up at frequent 
intervals tiU daylight These inns, which are numer- 
ous and continue right up the Sungari for several 
hundred li, are of the kind erected at Kirin at the 
beginning of the winter. The inn itself is high on the 
bank above the line of high water, and sometimes a 
temporary building is erected below, to be taken down 
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again as soon as the winter traiBc ceases. A palisade 
of stakes endoses these buildings and runs down to 
the ice, taking in an area of about an acre on the 
frozen river. In this region the carriage of goods is 
done by sleighs in winter. In summer communication, 
except by boat, is almost stopped. 

We have been exploring the bends of the river as 
we go, and find it winds much more than is shown 




on the maps. CoL B. always makes a rough survey 
on all his journeys by means of a prismatic compass, 
so that he can afterwards sketch pretty exactly the 
course of the river. 

We start as it is getting light, at 7 a.m., and get 
to the inn for the night about 5, with two hours of 
rest in the middle of the day. We get along quicker 
and more smoothly than by cart ; our three Uttle nags 
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taking iis along at a pace of five miles an hour, which 
feels quick for China. 

This upper Sungari valley is sparsely populated. 
It is too mountainous for much cultivation of the soiL 
StiU it extends to such a length that there is consider- 
able trade in charcoal, firewood, tobacco and mush- 
rooms. The bullock sleighs which carry these travel 
at a rate of about a mile and a half an hour. 

The furthest point we reached was the Lapa 
river, 70 miles from Kirin. This river is an afiluent 
of the Sungari. I had crossed it higher up going to 
Ninguta. 

There is quite an industry in gold digging in the 
shingle along the river bed. Most of these diggings 
are not worked during the winter, but we came across 
one this afternoon which was still in operation. They 
keep a, hole open in the ice in which to wash the 
gravel. A spade with a very long handle is used to 
lift a quantity of the gravel from the bottom of the 
river. This is placed in a smaU wooden pan, which 
a man works with his hands in the water till the 
gravel is washed away, and all that remains is some 
fine iron dust and a few grains of gold. We took 
this as an indication that there must be considerable 
wealth in this river bed. They aUowed us to take a 
few grains of gold off the tray with the blade of a 
knife. 

Kirin. — We got back last Friday afternoon and 
found everything as we had left it. Our cook, Wang, 
whom we had allowed to go home for ten days, had 
returned just a few days before oursdves. 
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We had been hoping to find mails awaiting us, 
but there were none, and even now (ist February) 
there is still no home letter — a fortnight and a day 
since we had the last 

We are jogging along quietly these days, as the 
holidays are not quite over, yet, and it takes some time 
for the work to resume its normal course. 

I am beginning to plan another journey; this 
time to Kuyushu. You know, of course, that 
Kuyushu is in my charge during Omelvena's absence. 

You say we should endeavour to make the new 
house habitable. Well, it is very comfortable, much 
more so than the old house. We thought at first 
that we would have trouble with the frost on the 
window, which during the day melts and flows down 
to the floor. But whether it is that the walls are 
dry now or that it has not been so cold of late, there 
is now no frost on them to speak of. The two 
windows in the main house which face the north we 
have had papered right over, the paper being stuck to 
the window frame iEtnd leaving an interval of about an 
inch. 
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VI. 



CITY OF KIRIN. 



KiRiN, February g/A, 1898. 

In one sense, Dr. Greig still walks the streets of 
Kirin, for continually, as I go through the city, I hear 
his name mentioned, and I am proud to think that, 
even after the arrival of so many Russians and other 
Europeans, the Christian doctor is still the best 
known man in this city, and, indeed, far beyond it, to 
the Russian frontier. 

We have partaken, more. or less, of the festivities 
of the Chinese these last few days, this being the con- 
clusion of the great annual holiday, which begins on 
the 1st of their New Year, and ends on the 15th of the 
moon, the feast of lanterns. Dr. Learmonth, Col. B. 
and I dined the other day with a Mr. £n Liu, 
who was formerly in high station in this province, and 
is considered a wealthy man. He is an enthusiast for 
Western things, and, it is said, on this account lost 
his position. • We went to see the illuminations in the 
streets afterwards. The invitation was for noon, but 
we got it changed to two o'clock. Even so, the 
servant arrived to give the final invitation about 
11-30 a.m. 
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Before dinner, we were entertained to an exhibi- 
tion of lions, made somewhat in the way in which we 
boys used to form an elephant in our juvenile days. 
These lions are decidedly of a mythical type — one is 
green, the other bright red, with curled paper for 
mane and hair, and a huge, open mouth of sinister 
expression. They career about in the courtyard, and 
a boy in fancy dress, with a large ball in his hand, 
acts the role of a very mild "torreador." 

Besides ourselves, there were Sung, Dr. L.'s 
teacher, the banker, two others, and our host, 
Fortunately it was not a forty course affair. After 
dinner, we sat a while in a two-storeyed summer 
house, which he has built behind his house. The 
only novelty was its being so high. It was very cold, 
and the colonel, who had on leather boots, almost got 
his feet frozen. 

On Monday, we had our own entertainment, in 
the form of magic lantern. I had forgotten that we 
had bad it last year at this time, but several asked if 
we were not going to have it this year, too, so we 
couldn't refuse. The hospital waiting-room, the most 
suitable place, was packed full ; there must have been 
100 present The sUdes were those you sent out last 
year. They were much appreciated. The role of 
lecturer fell to me, and recalled old times' in Ireland 
of three years aga 

These last few Sabbaths, at our service, the room 
has been so foil that it has taken some packing to get 
all seated. Things have advanced since the time when 
we used to consider thirty-five a large congregation. 
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If this continues, we shall have to think of increasing 
our accommodation. 

I was relieved to hear the other day that the two 
boxes from home, which were missing, are safe, so I 
may hope to see them before the end of winter I The 
goods were ordered in April ! 



KiRiN, February 13/A, 1898. 

We are getting the mails a good deal quicker than 
last year, as the letters are now brought by steamer 
to some point near Shan-hai-kwan, and thence by 
courier, instead of being carried on foot aU the way 
from Shanghai Some of our papers are kept back 
during the winter, but, usually, those from home are 
sent on. 

I was sorry to hear that some of you had colds. 
I have now been three years in Manchuria, and have 
never yet had a cold. I suppose the dr3mess must 
account for this. Except a few slight showers of rain, 
and two or three falls of snow, there has been no 
dampness since July last 1 Every one says the year 
has been quite exceptional in this respect. 

The New Year festivities are now a recollection, 
though some few enthusiasts still clang c}mibals 
occasionally. One day last week we had two of the 
managers of the firm we bank with here to dinner. 
They never ate foreign food before. 

One is always afraid they haven't had enough to 

eat, as we can't compete with the bewildering variety 

of dishes at a Chinese feast, and so we have some 

D 
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hesitation in asking them the usual polite questions 
as to whether they have eaten their fill. They are 
very friendly. I suppose this is partly because we 
brought an increase in their business by introducing 
them to the Russians. 

Then, the other day, we dined with Mr. Chou, 
the carpenter. There are three brothers, and, with 
all their relations and children, it makes a very large 
family* According to Chinese custom, none of these 
sat down at table, but they insisted on waiting on 
us. CoL B. was there, too, besides Sung and Dr. 
Learmonth. 

It is just possible that CoL B. will be leaving us 
very soon. I received, to-day, a telegram from the 
British Minister in Pekin, Sir Claude Macdonald, 
inquiring about a telegram he had sent to CoL B. 
several days ago, but which has not turned up. We 
are scanning the papers eagerly to know what will be 
the outcome of the Russian movements about Port 
Arthur. Let us hope there will be no collision with 
Great Britain over it 

Yesterday, I made another visit to the " Foreign 
OflBce," or Jiao-she-Ju, as it is called in Chinese, 
having received an invitation the previous day to 
attend. I went, as usual with my teacher, at three 
o'clock in the afternoon. The business was the perse- 
cution of inquirers in Ao-tun-cheng, as I had expected. 
The Prefect, who has been raised to be Tao-tai, was 
present, and also the newly appointed Prefect (we 
have New Year's honours here as weU as at home). 
The magistrate of Ao-tun-cheng, who is in the city 
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paying his New Year visits to the officials, was there, 
too, and explained to me that the doctrine had not 
been known of before in Ao-tun-cheng, and that he 
could not be sure whether they were really of our 
honourable religion or not This, of course, did not 
account for his arresting two of the inquirers, and 
confiscating some of the property of one — but I did 
not go into this. I said that we often had the 
same difficulty, when we heard of inquirers in distant 
places, but that I had sent a man to inquire into this 
affair, and had already heard from him by letter 
that the inquirers there were quietly disposed, and 
wished to enter the church from sincere motives. 
This being so, I must ask him to grant his protection 
to these persons. I had taken two copies of our 
church rules with me, and the Tao-tai and Prefect sat 
reading them each while I conversed with the other. 
The Tao-tai seemed greatly pleased with the ruleis^ 
and asked me to. send him twenty copies. **Why, 
forty or fifty, if you have them, and I will send them 
round all the district magistrates.*' Of course, in due 
Chinese form, they praise you to your face and dis- 
course on the Christian religion, to which one can 
only bow one's head, and say, ** Po gan dang," **I am 
not worthy.** 

You can imagine that I sometimes go to these 
intervie>^'s with trepidation. I generally spend the 
morning with my teacher, working up phrases in 
which to clothe my thoughts. Sung was telling me 
that it was not an easy matter for Liu to accompany 
me, in fact, it was on account of the fear of getting 
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implicated with the Yamen, through his connection 
with us, that he resigned so often last year, and Sung 
was quite surprised at his going with me without 
demurring. 

We have great cause for thankfulness at the 
improved relation in which we stand with the officials. 
We are apt to forget that any success we have is 
from God, and He is, no doubt, opening up the way, 
in many respects that we know nothing of, for the 
entrance of the Truth. The presence of the Russians, 
many of whom lead rather careless lives, and have not 
a very good reputation among the Chinese, has, I 
believe, the effect of showing more clearly, by contrast, 
the excellencies of Chistianity. 

Yesterday, while walking back from the Foreign 
Office, Liu was remarking on the poor figure which 
Hu, the Ao-tun-cheng magistrate, cut, sitting on 
the edge of his chair, and showing a paleness, not due 
to opium. These details I did not take in at the time, 
but Sung remarked afterwards that the Tao-tai would 
make the poor fellow (Hu) pay up smartly for the 
trouble he had put them all to. Isn't it a dreadful 
country ? 

But there are things of a different kind, which 
also remind one that one is in a heathen country. Are 
you aware that in these parts people throw out the 
corpses of their children to be destroyed by the dogs, 
even up to the age of fourteen and fifteen ? The other 
day, when passing through a plot of ground with 
graves in it, we passed close to an open coffin, where 
half a dozen dogs were eating the body of a child of 
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about ten. years old, tearing the clothes to eat the 
flesh. They say the reason is that, if they allow the 
dogs to cat the body, the ** heavenly dog " wiU be more 
likely to spare their other children ! Another day, at 
the foot of the city wall, we saw a bundle made with 
straw, which had evidently been thrown over the wall, 
and already dogs were beginning to worry it to get at 
their prey ! And yet one of their favourite doctrines 
is that we ought to honour and preserve the body 
which has been handed down to us by our ancestors ! 

I have begun a new map, on a larger scale than 
the one I left at home — viz., 12^ miles to the inch, 
but it only includes the Kirin province. I have had 
the advantage of Col. B.'s survey of the part he 
traversed. Of course, there are many parts which 
have never been surveyed by Europeans, and the 
positions of some pretty important places, such as 
Ao-tun-cheng, are still undefined. 

Thursday. — I thought to get away to-day, but it 
happens to be the day the Tao-tai leaves for Peking, 
and so aU the carts are taken up. I shall not now 
leave till Monday. This morning there was the 
heaviest fall of snow we have had yet, but it cannot 
lie now, as the weather is pretty mild. 



Kirin, February 20//1, 1898. 

In winter the courier doesn't generally bring any- 
thing but the usual papers (I mean Weekly TimeSy 
Witness, British Weekly) and so we have a fine pile of 
all sorts of packets awaiting us when we go down for 
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tile May meetings. No, indeed, you don*t send me 
at all too much in that ^-ay. And the postage is not 
high when you consider the distance and quantity. 
On Thursday there was about is. jd. to pay from 
Mookden on our packet, which contained sixteen 
letters and twelve papers (including CoL B.'s), so it 
was not excessive. 

I always have a feeling of reUef on Sundays when 
I get my sermon delivered, and on account of having 
been so much slw^lv at the end of last year and starting 
soon on another longish journey, I have preached 
every Sabbath but one since the beginning of this 
year. The strain is not so great as preaching to a 
home congr^ation, because there is more of the 
feeling of en famille here. For instance, one does not 
feel under the necessity* of leading in all the prayers 
oneself, but may call on anyone in the congr^;ation 
fitted to do so. 

We have lately appointed several new bookseUers. 
There are so many openings every^'here around, that 
when tiie suitable men are found one is glad to use 
them. We have now six in addition to the two 
evangelists. Sung and Li (the latter is no longer ch^)el 
keeper) and the head of the Bible depot Having all 
these men entails a great deal of superintendence. I 
am paymaster every month to eleven men here, besides 
the two men who do our house work, &c. I hope 
that when Omdvena returns to us the work will have 
so developed that I shall be more than ready to hand 
back to him his ow*n district (Ku-yu*shu). 

Sung has just been to see me ^ith one of the 
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members from Hei-shih-tou, bearing a letter from the 
scboobnaster in that place.. Things have been going 
ahead since I was there. They have fitted up a 
chapel, with an entrance which they describe as a 
sort of tower, with a tablet describing what the place 
is. On these works they have expended some 300 
tiaos, or ^15, a considerable sum for them. 

Unfortunately there has been a little friction. I left 
it largely to themselves to choose a man to " have the 
rule over them," but on this point there has not been 
perfect harmony. Some are in favour of calling Blind 
Chang, and others not. There has been some jealousy 
between the two leading families. The deputation of 
one, above referred to, who belongs to the largest 
family in the church there, thinks that the school- 
master takes too much on him, on account of 
his scholarship, but he has never visited such centres 
of light and influence as Moukden and Kirin, and 
is not sufiiciently conversant with the rules of the 
church 1 I said the most important thing was that 
they should have brotherly love, which ought to be the 
main characteristic of the Christian church. You see 
people are the same the world over. One is not long 
in seeing that Christian love, which is the ^ only true 
love, is a superhuman thing. Love, except as it is 
filial and confined to the family (and even that is 
seldom strikingly exhibited), does not seem to exist in 
China outside of the Christian church. 

We have invited the schoolmaster to come to 
Kirin for a month's instruction, as I hope to lecture 
to the agents after returning from this journey. I 
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Still have hopes that this man may be the leader of 
the Hei-shih-tou church. He seems very much in 
earnest, and has been preaching in neighbouring 
places, as well as his own town, with the result 
that 200 families of inquirers are reported! The 
member who bore the letter thought that it might be 
safer to say 200 individuals. Still it shows that they 
are not hiding their light under a bushel 

My cart is hired and I start to-morrow morning 
(D. V.) for Ku-yu-shu. I hope to send you one letter 
from there, but then there will be a long gap, for I 
have arranged to go to Ao-tun-cheng before returning, 
which is more than half as far distant as Ninguta. 
My reason for going now is that it will save two days 
travelling as compared with making a separate journey, 
and a visit now may be some encouragement to the 
inquirers there. Five of them were at our service 
to-day, and they report that fifty meet for worship 
on Sundays. I have sent word by one of them to 
Hu, the bookseller, to remain till I go. 

Dr. Learmonth is to send letters on to me if any 
come during the next five or six days, after that I 
shall have a long gap. 



NORTHERN DISTRICT. 57 



VII. 



TOUR IN NORTHERN DISTRICT. 



Wu-LA-KAi, Febrtuiry 22nd, 1898. 

I am out on tour again. Starting yesterday 
at 10-30 we made a run of 70 li to this place, 
getting in before sunset, at 4 p.m. It makes a long 
evening, especially as after supper there are always a 
good many spectators whose presence and occasional 
questions become rather irksome. I preferred to go 
to bed at 7-30 and dress again at 1*30, so now though 
it is only 2-20 I have been up a little while. In a big 
inn like this the atmosphere keeps warm if not of the 
purest 

At i-o a.m. a few carts began leaving the yard and 
since then more. One wonders when the carters get 
their sleep, for they seem to be continually going out 
to feed their beasts, lantern in hand. Every now and 
then some mules have a fight among themselves and 
the carter gives them the benefit of his entire swearing 
repertory. Then the dogs begin to bark, and the 
watchman goes about the yard hallooing, to show 
anyone whom it may concern that he is attending to 
his business. 

You would have thought it a sight at the dinner 
hour last night Fifteen tables placed at intervals on 
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the kangs spread right along the room on both sides ; 
when the time comes, instead of ringing a bell, two 
or three waiters yell at the top of their voices, ** he 
chiu, he chiu " (pronounced jiu), ** drink wine, drink 
wine ! " which is the euphemistic way of saying, 
** Come to dinner." Four men sit down at each table, 
making about sixty, and for the next half-hour the 
waiters are kept as bus}' as they can go, supplying 
everyone with bowls of food. When that is over a 
new batch sits down. 

One is struck with the temperance of these men. 
The fare is the same for all, with wine included. I 
have never noticed anyone taking it to excess, and 
some don't take any. As a rule no beggars are 
admitted to these inns, but last night there was a 
little boy who kept on for a long time asking me for 
money, **To-lao-yeh," "venerable sir, help, help me," 
and every now and then kotowng (getting down on 
his knees). He said he was an orphan, but had an 
uncle, and I told him his uncle ought to help him, 
also that he ought to be in bed, but still he kept on 
with his plaintive cry. I would have given him some- 
thing but my boy who carries the bag was at dinner^ 
and just then one of the inn hands came along and 
with a gruff voice sent him away. I felt sorry 
afterwards that I had not done something for him, 
but the opportunity had slipped. He will perhaps go 
home to be beaten by his uncle for not bringing 
any money, and the foreigner will be remembered as 
a harsh person. 

The interest taken in our books is encouraging 
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Someone reminded me last night that I had sold 
books here last time I passed through, and a Testament 
which 1 brought out to let some of them see, they 
were reading at for nearly an hour after I had put out 
my own light. 

CoL B. gave me careful instructions to take 
bearings of the road, and I am doing my best, 
taking the time at which I reach the different points, 
as well as the angles (roughly), with the compass. 



20 li N. of Ku-YU-SHU, 

February 28/A, 1898. 

It was snowing when we left Ku-yu-shu, and had 
been all morning, and, as it came on heavier, with a 
strong wind in our faces, we have put into an inn to see 
if it goes over. As I was here two years ago with 
Gillespie, I do not feel a stranger in these parts. In 
addition to the street chapel they formerly had, they 
have new premises in Ku-yu-shu, where there is a 
private room for the pastor when he comes on a visit, a 
hall for the Sabbath services, and boys' and girls' 
schools. I am expected to take evening worship every 
time, as they seem to think they hear plenty of one 
another. The first evening was occupied in asking, and 
being asked, about the welfare of the different churches, 
and getting all the news. On Thursday, I was engaged 
all morning examining candidates for baptism, and, 
in the afternoon, lecturing to agents on ist Samuel 
The next day, Friday, we started out, with one of the 
booksellers sitting on the back of the cart, for a house 
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four miles away, where we breakfasted, and, after 
having worship,. I baptized one woman and two 
infants. Thence on to another family near the small 
town of Shin-li-tun. We got there before dark, and 
I examined seven men, afterwards baptizing two and 
one infant, son of the member in whose house we 
sj)ent the night. In this place there are now two or 
three Christian families, and word is sent on ahead, 
so that the inquirers all gather in the one house. A 
great many of these inquirers have been members of 
different Chinese sects, but they have lost faith in 
them, because they are always put down by Govern- 
ment. Now that they see that Christianity has come 
to stay, they are becoming more confident. Many 
are unlettered, but one cannot but be struck with the 
appearance of sincerity in most cases. The following 
morning we started off early, and stopi>ed several 
hours in Shin-H-tun, at the inn belonging to an 
inquirer, whom I afterwards baptized. As the inn 
was too noisy, we went over to a room belonging to 
another of the inquirers, where I examined five men 
and two women, and afterwards baptized two men 
and an old lady, the wife of a member. There is now 
the beginning of a church in Shin-li-tun, about five 
members. From there we returned to Ku-yu-shu, 
getting in at 3 p.m. 

The next day, Sunday, was a busy day. From 
ten o'clock, when some additional inquirers had to be 
examined, until the same hour at night, I had hardly 
a moment to myself. I had to preach, of course, and, 
after that, fourteen were baptized (including three 
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women and two children), and when that pleasing 
duty had been performed, we sat down to the Lord*s 
Supper, and had, I think I may say, a profitable time. 

The whole service lasted about two and a half 
hours. But people here feel that when they have 
come ten or fifteen miles they like to get good value. 
Immediately after the service there was an election of 
deacons, which is considered an important event 
Red slips of paper are given round and the members 
each write three names. These are put into a box, 
and Mr. Liu and I had to count the votes and declare 
the result, viz., the same three as the previous year, 
which shews that they performed their duties to the 
satisfaction of the members. Those elected are : the 
Evangelist and a Mr. Chang, who was formerly a cap- 
tain,' but his position was made too hot for him after 
he became a Christian, and he is now one of our 
colporteurs. The third is a bootmaker called Chen. 
It was four o'clock when we sat down to dinner, after 
which I lectured to the agents on ist Samuel, getting 
to end of the seventh chapter. I had asked Mr. 
Liu to preach in the evening as I thought I had done 
enough for one day, but they were all anxious I should 
speak again, it being the last time they would hear 
me for the present So I took the first chapter of 
Hebrews and expounded through to chap. II. 2, 
and must have been speaking for an hour and a 
quarter. 

I am now on my way to Shih-tou-cheng-tzu, 
an out -station, thirty miles N.W. of Ku-yu-shu, 
where one of the booksellers is waiting for me. 
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We stayed in the inn, where I b^[an writing, about 
kn hour, and then set out again. After a while the 
sn6w ceased and the sky cleared, but we made slow 
progress. During the afternoon we lost an hour by 
leaving the track and trying to find the road agaia. 
Our general direction was N.W. and as the road 
circled round towards S.W. the carter left it to find 
a track with more north in it Twice we came to 
gullies and could go no ftirther, so had to turn back. 
On inquiring at a house we found it was the right 
track we were on originally, and that if we had gone 
a few hundred yards further it veered round towards 
the N.W. Owing to this delay it was by moonlight 
we reached our inn, and 8 p.m. when I sat down to 
supper — twelve hours since I had my last meal, which 
was breakfast 

Shih-tou-cheng-tzu, March 2nd. — As an oppor- 
tunity presents itself of sending off this letter to- 
morrow, I add a few lines. I reached this place 
yesterday morning. It is a growing market town, 
and the little Christian church here is quite awake. 
There is as yet no settled evangelist, though there 
will be one very soon. They have fitted up a little 
chapel very nicely, for which they partly contributed 
themselves. I was immediately confronted with a 
formidable list of forty inquirers, but only sixteen 
were present It was a good afternoon's work 
examining them. Eight of them were baptized this 
evening after worship, so that the members in this 
place now number twenty-nine. 
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Pa-hao, March ^th, i8q8. 

I have been out on this tour thirteen days, and will 
probably be twenty more. I have already been able to 
baptize thirty-one persons, only five of whom were 
in&nts. The majority of these were in and around Ku- 
yu-shu, where things are in a very satisfactory condi- 
tion, largely on account of there being a very fine man 
at the head, Mr. Liu. There are also four booksellers, 
who itinerate the whole district from Petuna in the west 
to Wu-chang-ting and beyond it in the east From 
Ku-yu-shu I went to Shih-tou-cheng-tzu, thirty miles 
N.W., where there is a flourishing church, the first 
member of which was baptized in February of last 
year. It is a commercial centre, and the membership, 
now twenty-nine, is entirely men. Nearly all the 
merchants here (especially of large firms) are natives 
of China proper (Chih-li and Shan-shi), and they do 
not bring their famiHes with them. A few of the 
members have their families here, but none of the 
women have entered the church yet ; that will, no 
doubt, come in time. The two men who are the 
leaders in this church are pretty well-to-do hide 
merchants, the majority are small shopkeei>ers. I 
stayed in the chapel for two and a half days, and 
thus saw a good deal of the members and inquirers. 
Each evening I preached to aboiil fifty, who met in 
the chai>el, and the last day we had a meeting in 
the morning, especially for the inquirers, when I 
expounded the catefchism (one written for people 
of "weaker capacity" than those for whom the 
shorter catechism was composed). The chai>el.isa 
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new building, on one of the main s^treets. Two- 
thirds form the chapel, and the other third is divided 
off as a dwelling room for the evangelist or the pastor 
when there on a visit. The partition is of folding- 
doors, and allows all to be made into one room when 
a large audience has to be accommodated, but it is an 
arrangement which makes the room very cold, as 
just beyond it are both north and south doors, and no 
Chinese doors are air-tighL The inns are generally 
much warmer. 

From Shih-tou-cheng-tzu I went to Shwang- 
cheng-pu, thirty-five miles to the north. This road, 
esi>ecially where it crosses the river Lalin, was said to 
be dangerous with robbers, and the members urged 
me to apply for an escort of soldiers, which I did, 
and had four horse soldiers, who accompanied me ; 
but one of them, who was an opium smoker, had 
to stop after we were ten miles out to satisfy his 
craving, and he did not catch us up again. I only 
stopped for the night in Shwang-cheng-pu. Next 
morning I left at ten o'clock, and came on to this 
place, Pa-hao, thirty-three miles, reaching it about 
four o'clock. Jt is a market town, surrounded by a 
mud wall, erected by the merchants for protection 
from robbers. One of the inns we stopped at had a 
castellated tower at one corner of its }^ard, which 
suggests that the country is not altogether in a settled 
condition. This place looked deserted when we 
drove through it, but we had no sooner got into the 
inn than the whole population seemed to swarm in, 
and the room became full of i>eople. I had become 
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almost unaccustomed to this kind of crowding. After 
a while, an old man asked if I had any books with 
me, so I hauled out my stock, and disposed of 
about twenty volumes. I was even asked to explain 
them, which I did at intervals, as each book taken 
up or question asked gave opportunity. I sit on 
the kang cross-legged, generally engaged at some- 
thing else at the same time, reading or writing, 
and a little crowd stands around. They are always 
very attentive. Two of them reported themselves as 
inquirers (our booksellers come round here), and one 
of these undertook to count the cash, as well as 
recommend the books while he was doing it. It is a 
privilege to be able to speak a word thus, one can 
never tell where the seed will fall into good soil 

This is a Mohammedan inn. The manager is a 
jolly sort of fellow, but doestf t seem to know much of 
his religion. I asked him which day was their Sabbath, 
to-day or yesterday, and he could not say. I then 
remarked that it was not much use having one if he 
did not know which it was. To this he replied, that 
it was in the calendar. Later on I wrote the word 
" Allahu " in Arabic (about the only word I can write), 
and asked him what it was. He didn't know, but 
recognized it when I told him. Then he said he 
would call the Mohammedan teacher (who reads 
prayers and slays their cattle for them), but this 
personage had gone to bed. I ate the inn food 
this evening, and found it very good. There was 
more variety than in ordinary inns, which do not 
usually supply bee£ 
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March gth. — From Pahao we went to Ta-ling for 
one night, then to Szu-he-cheng, fifty li, near which 
there are some Christian families, and that evening and 
the next morning I had a busy time of it examining 
and baptizing inquirers, chiefly the families of men 
who had formerly been baptized, so that now there 
are five families in that country side all the members 
of which are baptized. 

This morning, before I was well up, I was handed 
a letter from the Kirin Foreign Office which had been 
sent after me to Ku-yu-shu, thence by two of the 
booksellers to the place I was at yesterday, and there 
it was taken up by two of the members, who brought 
it on here, starting in the middle of the night 

It relates to Ao-tun-cheng. You may remember 
that I had a conference about it with the Tao-tai and 
the official of that place before I left Kirin, but it seems 
they have still charges against one of the inquirers, 
and so it is well I have arranged to go there before 
returning to Kirin. Hu, our bookseller, is there wait- 
ing for me, and he will, no doubt, know something of 
the facts. Meanwhile I can form no exact idea of who 
is in the right. You can understand how difficult it 
is in a country like China to find out the truth, how 
great need I have for wisdom from on high I 



Wu-CHANG-TING, March 8ih, 1898. 

After a rather long day's travel to this place, the 
bustle is over and every one gone to bed, so I begin a 
letter to you. 
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On arriving here whom should I find sitting on 
the kang but Ke, one of our oldest Kirin members- 
come all the way from Kirin on foot with your letters. 
It was "like cold water to a thirsty souL" I had not 
had a letter from any of you for nearly three weeks. 
It was four o'clock when we got here and six when I 
sat down to dinner, and I had not had anything to 
cat since eight o'clock. But your letters were better 
than a meaL 

On Sunday we were in a quiet place called Ta- 
ling. Next morning we made an early start and got 
to another market town near which are some Christian 
families, so after breakfasting in the town, we went 
to the house where those in the neighbourhood meet 
for worship. That evening I examined and baptized 
eight. They are often ignorant, but as a* rule their 
sincerity is apparent. Among these country people 
you can hardly imagine the denseness one meets with 
both among men and women (though often they are 
very bright). In every famUy there seems to be one 
dolt, who has done nothing else but herd pigs or carry 
firewood. I had often to reduce my questions to the 
very simplest terms I could find, e.g., " Do you believe 
in Jesus ? Is believing in Jesus good or not good ? " 
JEven such a question as, "What advantage is there 
in believing in Jesus ? " ^^'as sometimes answered by 
"Ah, that I can't say." But there seemed to be a 
vague idea that believers in Jesus ought to be good 
people. The ethical nature of their faith was brought 
out by the answer to a question like this, "When 
people beat us or curse us what should we do?" 
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which always was, " Then we may not raise a hand, 
or speak a word." Evidently the seed of faith was 
there, though it might be like the mustard seed. 
These days I have often had cause to call to mind 
Christ's words, ** Father, I thank Thee that Thou 
hast hid these^things from the wise and prudent and 
hast revealed them unto babes." 

Next morning {i.e., this morning) I had a busy 
time of it going the rounds. There are several 
families one or two miles apart, and as the cart (which 
put up in the town some miles away) had not arrived 
we started out just after breakfast, with several volun- 
teer guides as well us the bookseller (and deacon) 
Chen, who came here from Ku-yu-shu to give word. 
We started out over the snow and visited first one 
family where I examined and baptized eight, including 
women and children ; then another, two miles away, 
where I examined and baptized ten. The men 
of these families were baptized by Gillespie and 
Omelvena, and now they are nearly all "complete 
family believers." At that place the cart was waiting 
for us, and we went off only stopping on the way at 
another home to hold worship and baptize an infant. 
There is quite a little colony of Christians there, who 
I trust will be a light to their neighbours. This work I 

is all due to one man, the man in whose house we I 

stayed the night. j 

A few hours ride brought us to this place. The i 

deacon came too, taking turns with the boy to sit on 
thre shaft and run or walk a while. This evening I 
was making the acquaintance of the members and 
inquirers, and afterwards we had worship together. 
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Lan-chai-chiao, March i^tk, 1898. 

I had better go back to Wu-chang-ting. That 
day, at the evening worship, we had the baptisms of 
those whom I had examined during the morning. 
There were twelve, all men. In these stations the 
majority of those baptized at the chapels are men, 
but I have often to pay a visit to the house of some 
member in the town or vicinity to examine the 
women folk and children, who cannot well come out, 
especiaUy at night 

I sometimes get alarmed at the rate at which the 
work is progressing, and is likely to progress, and 
wonder how I shall be able to overtake it, even until 
Omelvena's return, for in nearly each case we hope 
that the families of those now baptized will be 
applicants when I come next. It is splendid how 
the truth is thus spreading. There seems to be an 
earnest desire for deliverance from sin through faith 
in Jesus. Humanly speaking, what are known as the 
" heterodox " sects are our great auxiliary. Most of 
our inquirers have belonged to one or other of these 
sects, and have thus been in the habit of religious 
inquiry. 

Last Thursday morning we covered the short 
distance to Shan-he-tun (sixteen miles), and were 
there three full days. In that place the number of 
inquirers is even greater than in Wu-chang-ting. At 
the chapel I had twenty-eight to examine, besides 
paying visits to three famihes. Altogether, in that 
one place, I had forty-five to baptize. My time was 
fully occupied, and, with a variety of business with 
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the evangelist and agents, by the time evening worship 
was over, for which forty or fifty always assembled, 
I was tired out. 

At the Sabbath service we had the baptisms, and 
also celebrated the Lord's Supper, then, at the con- 
elusion, was held an election of deacons. Have I 
told you before of the congratulations, which are such 
a feature of the Manchurian church ? At the end of 
every service at which there have been baptisms, it is 
customary to make bows all round ; and even when I 
have been with the evangelist and baptized a family 
in the neighbourhood, when we return, any members 
>vho happen to be about the chapel come into my 
room to offer their congratulations. The same mani- 
festations take place after the result of the election of 
deacons has been announced, and the fortunate ones 
are immediately given their title on all occasions, as 
** Ma-chih-shih-ti," Deacon Ma, which is, of course, a 
step higher than " Member Ma," which would be the 
usual form of address. 

This (Monday) morning I came on here, the Shan- 
he-tun evangelist accompanying me. It is twenty-five 
miles east of Shan-he-tun. One of the members at 
this last place has property here, and has offered, free 
of rent, a small place for the meeting of the inquirers, 
of whom there are a few in this town. We may soon 
be able to place an evangelist here. The work is 
quite new, and, so far, it has only had the occasional 
visit of a bookseller. I am probably the first missionary 
to visit it ; and I don't think they have even seen 
Russians. 
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Tuesday evening. — ^The member above referred to, 
who is giving premises for the chapel, has also some 
property which he wishes to present to the Kirin 
church 1 I was not at all anxious for it, as I don't 
think any scheme of land acquisition is part of our 
policy, especially in view of stories which so easily get 
spread. In any case, it is so far away that it would 
be impossible to manage it Still, as they wished me 
to go and see the place, I consented. It took a whole 
day ; we only got back as the sun was setting. We 
first passed through a good-sLzed town, four miles 
from here, crossed several rivers (which all flow north- 
ward to meet the Lalin river), and stopped at an inn 
at 10-30, where we had breakfast As all this 
country is supposed to be very unsettled, we had an 
escort of five foot soldiers, who had difficulty in keep- 
ing up with the cart When we trotted a good deal, 
on the way back, they commissioned one of their 
number to keep up the race, while the others dropped 
behind. This one would give his gun to the boy on 
the cart, and occasionally would sit beside the boy 
on the narrow ledge behind the cart, and then we had 
five passengers instead of three, the regulation number. 

At the said inn our host wouldn't take any pay- 
ment, though the whole party, including the soldiers, 
numbered nine. They said that when officials came 
they never charged. Whether this applied to me or 
to the soldiers I do not know, .so I had to make it up 
by an extra allowance to the " small till'' 

Leaving the boy to clean up, we went on by 
cart to the property in question. It is decidedly at 
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Liu-TAO-WHANG, MuTch igth, 1898. 

This is our first Kirin out-station, and when I 
got here yesterday I felt I was coming among my own 
children. They are all such simple, affectionate folk 
that I feel quite at home. 

On alighting, almost the first person I met was 
the old Kirin member that brought my letters to 



the end of civilization. On one side it is bounded by 
a river, and on the others by mountains — an ideal site j 

for a shooting lodge! There might be, I suppose, 
200 acres, but not a tenant on it. The proprietor, 
who was our guide, had not been there for three years. 
We found one house standing, but deserted, and saw 
traces of others which had been destroyed by fire. 
Much of the land had once been under cultivation, 
but is now overgrown with brushwood. Only a few 
patches had been cultivated last year. The reason of 
this is that when the Japanese war occurred the 
soldiers had to be withdrawn, and officials lost control 
of out of the way places, with the result that large 
tracts of good land were deserted, and the country 
overrun with robbers. It is only now once more being 
pacified. Mr. Ma*s idea is, I suppose, that at present 
the land is no use to him, but with the church's pro- 
tection (!) it would be safe, and tenants be got to settle 
there, perhaps members. 

Shan-hc'tun, lyik. — Got back here yesterday rather 
late. It was snowing all day, so we were detained con- 
siderably. 
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Wu-chang-ting, and I thought he had come on the 
same errand ; but no, it was on his own business. So I 
began to philosophise to myself that it was probably 
better for me not to get a mail, as it might take my 
mind off my work. But the next moment these 
gloomy thoughts were scattered to the winds by the 
head of the house bringing me a nice, plump packet 
which had been brought from Kirin by our friend Liu 
(the first man who inquired from this place), so I had 
a treat after alL I am sorry to learn that Col. B. is 
to leave for Pekin before my return to Kirin. As 
political affairs are getting brisk he thinks he may be 
wanted at head quarters. I enclose his note; it 
shows you a little of the man's disposition— a ** gentle 
knight," indeed His presence made a pleasant 
diversion in our usual isolation as far as European 
society goes, and we always felt that before the 
Chinese he was a credit to our nation. 

My last was sent off from Shan-he-tun. I just 
slept there a night and next morning started to visit 
a family, in whose house we si>ent the night, and I 
baptized seven, completing the family. The eldest 
son had been previously baptized and is now chapel 
keeper in Shan-he-tun. He led the way to his home. 

Next day we started for this place. The snow of 
the previous days made it heavy drawing, but we 
reached it before evening by travelling all day. 

The Wangs, at whose house the members meet, 
keep open house, and just as the former time* it is 
" meeting " nearly all the day, only swelling a little at 
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the Stated times of worship. They are most anxious 
to improve the occasion. People at home can hardly 
realise their eagerness to learn, not to say their 
ignorance. The boys come every now and then and 
ask me to explain some passage in the New Testa- 
ment, and even the girls too. The elders often 
appeal to the children to know a character. All have 
made wonderful progress. Yesterday afternoon I 
asked them to teU me any passages they didn't under- 
stand and I would try to explain it to them. The 
result was I was kept more than an hour explaining 
one passage after another. 

This afternoon they wanted to hear the catechism 
explained, so we had a seance of that. During odd 
intervals old Ke holds forth, especially to inquirers. 
What a new world of thought and interest Christianity 
introduces to these people, and how different from 
the language of the inns which might be described as 
swearing and money. I have only heard money 
twice mentioned since coming here, and once it was 
the pnice of a booL 

The church here is growng. Not counting 
in£Euits I had about thirty to examine. I baptized 
fifteen this morning at the service, so there were great 
congratulations. Three of these were Kwan-kai men, 
raising the number of the fraternity there to four, the 
rest were all women and children of different families, 
the men of which were baptized last time. Unfortu- 
nately I was six days late of arriving (owing to my 
not knowing when I set out how much time I would 
occupy) and so some did not get word. It seems that 
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the one member whom I baptized last visit in 
Kwan-kai and the inquirers there were disappointed 
that I was not able to call with them. But one young 
fellow volunteered to go to give them word, travelling 
thirty miles (going and coming) through the snow. 
And yet they do this sort of thing as a matter of 
course and never think of getting (Mraise for it. 

One thing encouraged me greatly. Li, our Kirin 
evangelist, had sent his family to live here because he 
could not afford to live in the city without going into 
debt Formerly his wife was rather a slattern and 
didn't seem to take any interest in the doctrine. 
Since coming here she is quite changed, has been 
learning her catechism and altogether showing a 
different disposition. To-day she and two children 
were among the baptized. So I was saying to Liu 
and the rest that when we have any we can't manage 
in Kirin, we shall send them to Liu-tao-whang ! * 

The Wangs have prepared fowls and potatoes 
for me, and milk ! It had been milked beforehand, 
and they were surprised when the boy pointed out 
that it was turned. " Why it was milked last Satur- 
day I " (this on the following Friday). But the cow is 
on the premises, so it was easy getting more. 

As I write they are sitting round the room singing. 
You would be amused at the rendering of the tunes. 
I haven't yet met a Chinese who could sing a single 
tune correctly, in some they are hopeless ; it is barely 
recognisable. In others their variations are rather 
pretty. In spite of all they enjoy the singing 
immensely. 
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Liu is the leader of singing. It is amusing to 
hear him say, " You are every one of you wrong ; 
this is the way it goes." And then he gives it in great 
form, with all his twirls and variations. They give 
names to the different hymns, for instance, "Prayer" 
is "Sweet hour of prayer," "The four Jesuses" is 
" All hail the power of Jesus' name," because the two 
syllables, which are repeated four times, are not 
"Crown Him," as in English, but "Jesus." 

I have received the January "Woman's WorL" 
The children here, and, indeed, the grown-ups as 
well, are greatly interested in all the pictures I can 
produce. So, yesterday, I was showing them this, 
pointing out "the Western lady" (Mrs. Jacob) with 
the " Indian little children." They were also interested 
in seeing the " Pastor's house " in Kirin. The pictures 
in Gilmour's "Among the Mongols," which I brought 
. with' me, are another source of entertainment. 



EASTERN DISTRICT. 



n 



VIII. 



TOUR IN EASTERN DISTRICT. 



TUNG-KOU-KANGTZU, 

March 24th, 1898. 

I have got thus far on my way to Ao-tun-cheng, 
where our bookseller Hu is still awaiting my arrivaL 
Sixty li remain, and I ought to be there to-morrow. 
It has been snowing all day, so it was rather 
dismal sitting in the cart bumping along, and I could 
not even look out, as the small glass pane in the front 
curtain of the cart got covered with snow, so that I 
was quite caged in. Even if one does get out to walk 
in the snow it is a nuisance taking off one's dirty 
boots when one gets into the cart again. As the 
carter says, "It's dirty snow that falls at this time 
of year." My only diversion was to read the British 
Weekly between the bumps. 

On arriving here I was quite surprised to find a 
number of inquirers, of whom I had not even heard. 
They are a result of the work in Ao-tun-cheng. 

Saturday, March 26/A, Ao-tun-cheng. — Yester- 
day morning we made an early start from Tung-kou- 
kangtzu and did the remaining twenty miles before 
breakfast Fresh snow had fallen during the night 
and there was a strong wind blowing, which made it 
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much colder than it would othen\use have been. Still 
we arrived ^ere at 11-30, and after inquiries as to the 
whereabouts of the chapel, reached it and found Hu 
and all the inquirers welL It seems there are 
inquirers in other places besides this and the place 
already mentioned. Six or seven have arrived from 
Nan-kang, a place 100 miles from here, on the way to 
Hun-chun. They came a week ago, thinking I was 
to be here sooner. Hu has been kept busy teaching 
and preaching. I heard that he had hurt his voice 
by it, so many were the inquirers. In this place there 
are "several tens," as the Chinese put it They are 
all in business, and so have not much time during the 
day, but this evening I have to examine them and 
wiU then be better able to judge. It is most 
encouraging to see how the work has spread in these 
out-of-the-way places. It seems there are also 
inquirers at Omosu and Hun-chun. But how is one 
to exercise control over work in a place 170 miles 
from Kirin ? 

This place (Ao-tun-cheng), which has a popula- 
tion of 10,000 or 15,000, seemed a mere collection 
of a few houses as we approached it, but it grew 
on nearer approach. It has an inner city, as most 
of the Manchu cities, with walls and gates, but the 
chief business is outside, in which part the streets are 
narrow and tortuous, as though it were an old place 
whereas it is only some twenty years in existence. 
The Christians here have had to endure considerable 
persecution. The managers of a business place in 
the city, who are inquirers, built a small house for 
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worship on property belonging to them which happens 
to be next door to the Yamen. The officials would 
not permit them to meet in the place after the first or 
second time, and threatened to expel all the Christians 
from the town, whereupon most of them fled, some 
to Kirin, some to the mountains, some to other 
places. During their absence their meeting house 
was demolished at the instigation of the magistrate, 
and the remaining partner of the firm who owns the 
property was beaten and threatened with having his 
business place destroyed if he did not pay a heavy 
fine. This was the " business " that lay on my mind 
all the way to this place. I had hoped that the 
interview I had in Kirin would have been an end of 
my trouble, but it is not finished yet Not only have 
the officials made no reparation for the loss, but they 
now make out that the property does not belong to 
the merchants but to the- Yamen, and they want it to 
build a temple on I Besides, there were some posters 
put up on walls speaking of the " Jesus Religion " in 
a very disrespectful way. It was evidently no use 
going into particulars with the local magistrate, as he 
would be sure to get the better of me in argument, so 
I decided to wait till I get back to Kirin and deal with 
the "Foreign Office." On the Saturday he sent to 
request me to go to see him at the Yamen, but I 
declined. Next day he sent word through one of the 
inquirers, who is a merchant, that he would like to 
come to see me, and this I felt I could not weU refuse, 
but said that I did not wish business to be mentioned. 
Seemingly, this did not meet his wishes, for though 
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an hour was appointed he did not come. This kind 
of business I thoroughly detest, and try to keep out of 
it as much as possible. But this case was so clearly 
one of persecution for religion that I had no choice. 

Monday evening, March 2Btk, — We have done a 
day's run, or rather walk, from Ao-tim-cheng, and 
three or four more da\*s ought to bring us to Kirin. 
It was snowing again all morning, which made the 
drawing heavy. We havent trotted a li or half a li 
since this day weeL \M)en one looks over a plain 
covered with two feet of snow, and hears the odd 
wind blowing through the leafless trees, it does not 
exactly suggest the end of March. I am not taking the 
mcffe usual route, by Omosu, but a somewhat nK»ne 
direct route due west through a mountainous district. 
We ^lall probably strike the Sungari at the furthest 
point reached on that holiday excursion which Dr. L. 
and I made with Colonel B. at the New Year, and, if 
the state of the ice permits, perfonn on the river 
the remaining part of our joumej*. 

On this road the inns are poor^ and, as often 
hifipeiis, we came to one of them about four o'clock 
p^m.^ and die question was. whetha- to stop or go oil 
I have an escort of four horse soldiers, and they w«re 
for stopping. The next imu they said, was twenty li 
away (it proved to be only niteenX and it had no forage. 
I said we would risk it. and so we drove on. Three 
li brought us to a small inn. but the people of it 
eridenthr w^erai't diarmed at die thought of enter- 
tainiQg the soldiers. The inn fuither on. w« w«re 
inforaiedL had stiaw\ bat no grain. As my caner 
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cBiried grain with him, I said the soldiers' horses 
might content tbemsdves with straw for once, and 
we set oat ^ain, but it proved a more difficult job 
than I had counted on. Though it was not snowing, 
there was a steady head-wind blowing which, besides 
making it very cold, had accumulated the snow in 




STRUGGLING ALONG. 

drifts so that it was impossible to see the road 
in many places, and many a time it was touch-and-go 
whether the beasts would get the cait through. One 
time they so stack in a drift that the collar snap[>ed, 
requiring delay before it could be mended. Then, 
after a while, the sun set behind the bills ; but just 
then the welcome sight of the inn's thatched roof 
loomed in si^t, and soon the trials of the road were 
forgotten in the delights of the evening meal and a hot 
kang. 

But let me return to Ao-tun-cheng. In spite of 
the distraction above referred to, I was greatly • 
encouraged by what I saw. There is a Christian 
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church founded in that place which, let ns hope, will 
grow and {Mrosper as time passes. The persecution 
has done good, as it so often does. I was amazed to 
see die number of inquirers. There must be fifty in 
and around the town, besides seven w eight firom 
Nankang, w*ho had come two or three times, all that 
distance, to learn about the truth. The inquirers have 
hired two rooms belonging to one of their number, 
^vrfierethejr hold their meetings. On Saturday evening I 
examined diir^fiiv^ of them, although I did not intend 
to bapdie any this time ; my idea was radier to test 
die progress they had made. On Sabbath. Ae scrrioe, 
at w^iidi there must have been about sixty present, 
lasted for two hours^ It is easy speaking to sudi a 
coQgregmtion. for they listen so eagerly, and ooe his 
to go into details on eveiy point with those who are 
so immature. In the afternoon I esqxmnded the 
catechism* as I had done on several other 
Tlie monmig 1 started for Kirin. though it 
whtft I kft die diapd. a number of them coQected. and 
we bad woffslup togedier. commewding coe anodfeer 
to 4he care of God. 

I leaMnber so wdi die dav« abcct a Tear and a 
hflJf ago. wten Hu first came to the inqczers cbssL I 
aafced >as aaBBie. thintTB^g at the gsaocB^eM 
be fibe so masT otters. wIk> cceoe fcr a Sew tsaes and 

heard ofagaisL And »r sooe tsne I 
c£ iis:* bet. af» a 
tQU «ie Kr h«i bees askaaog zf be 



sttr a( tihe cfiapeiL as bie wii^sed » inicgzge se rip tiahL 
W« IfffC hn back &CB bapcsBi a gocc 
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lie had no occupation, and we thought he wished to 
he taken on as a paid worker ; hut now he is proving 
himself a very useful and reliable man in his new 
work. 

Thursday, March 31$/, 2-20 a.m. — To-day I hope 
to get into Kirin, and, owing to this fact, I could not 
sleep. I suppose the thought of meeting friends again 
and getting letters from you all is too much for me. 
So I dressed, and read awhile, and now there is an 
hour before I call the boy to get ready a cup of cocoa, 
and then we start to try to do the remaining forty 
miles before night 

Unfortunately it is snoring pretty heavily, which 
may detain us. Each carter, as he gets up to go 
oat and feed his beasts, asks the watchman (who 
is generally in the room) whether it is still falling ? and 
groans, " Did ever you see such a spring? *' or some 
much more forcible expression. 

As one gets towards the end of one's journey, 
there is always much calculating as to when we shall 
get in. Yesterday we made a spurt, so as to leave only 
a fair day's journey for to-day. .We were at it from 
5-30 a.m. till 7-15 p.m., with barely two hours' halt in 
the middle of the day, and the result is the longest 
run I have yet done in one day — viz., 140 IL Almost 
all the way the scenery is fine. We started from the 
foot of one pass, crossed a plain, through which a 
road leads down to the Sungari (a favourite route in 
winter), then we ascended again, and, before night, 
crossed another pass, so we are among the pines once 
more. 
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During the afternoon we passed an official tra^d- 
fing to Ao-ton-cbeng, bat, half an hour before he came 
in sight, we met an advance body of two scddiers, who 
informed ns who was coming, wlierenpon m\* carter 
tamed to me, and asked, " Shall we leave the track 
forhim?** "Of course," I said, "We are not officials," 
at which he langhed heartily. Presently the procession 
came along — ^the chair, i^-ith four bearers, a few soldkrs, 
then a number of carts. Mv carter left the track for 
the chair, but thinking he had made quite enough 
concession to the enemy, immediately resumed it 
again, or rather, our cart and the others each had 
one wheel on the track, and in the manoeuvring, our 
cart and one of the others struck each other's axles, 
which produced some hot words, so that I feared they 
^vere going to come to blows about it It should be 
ezidained that, as we were going north, we had the 
rig^t of way, as the rule goes in China. 

A man, who has been looking on at my writing, 
has just made the profound remark, "Their i»Titing» 
if It isnt making circles, it's making dots." 



CITY OF KIRIN. 



85 



IX. 



CITY* OF KIRIN. 



KiRiN, 2nd April.-— 1 got back yesterday morning, 
having been detained by the snow, which was fully 
two feet deep, and made drawing up the passes very 
difficult I found all well here, and the work pro- 
gressing in every direction. One feels overwhelmed 
with the goodness of God, and one's own unfitness. 



KiRiN, April jik, 1898. 

Since my return here last week I have been more 
than usually hxssy with arrears of work which had 
accumidated during my absence, and now I am in the 
middle of lecturing to the agents. I am writing this 
at the hospital after the morning's lecturing and while 
waiting for a cart to take me to the west end of the 
city, where we have an invitation to dine with one of 
the members who has lately been promoted to be 
manager in his business place. Dr.. Learmonth, I 
am sorry to say, is rather indisposed to-day with 
headache, and so I shall not have his company. I 
think the change to Moukden will be good for Lear- 
month (I don't say it won't be good for me too). He 
has had no complete change since he arrived here 
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except a short visit to Kwang-cheng-tzu at New Year 
of 1897. AVe intend starting in less than three 
weeks, and going by Hei-shih-tou, so as to pay a visit 
to that station en route. 

Just now the four prominent members from that 
place are here. It was partly for their benefit I 
arranged to give this preliminary course of lectures, 
also for the sake of the newly appointed bookseUers 
whom I had instructed to be back from their various 
districts by the time I should return. So I have a 
class of fourteen or sixteen. You see our band is 
growing. These are Sung, Wei, and Yu (the 
dispensers), T'sao (chapel keeper), six booksellers 
(Wang, two Ch'ans, Chang, Keng, Liu), the two 
Hei-shih-tou members (Wu and Ch'u), besides two 
Liu-tao-whang members who remembered me saying 
when I was with them that I would be lecturing on 
my return, and who walked all the way (60 miles) to 
be present Besides these Sung's brother-in-law, Wu 
Kwang^ the old Scripture reader, the assistant 
dispenser, &c, often come in. We are studying 
Romans together, and to-day I also began taking up 
1st Samuel, as I thought it a pity that, while the 
visitors are here, they should not get more "value." 

On Monday, my visit to the " Foreign Office," 
which I rather dreaded, came off. The matter is not 
quite decided yet, but I think it is on its way to a 
settlement I saw the Prefect and Tao-tai, as before. 
I told them that, supposing the ground was theirs, 
and not the inquirers', it was strange that it was only 
after the latter had begun to inquire into Christianity 
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that the afEsdr had arisen.. Of course I was quite out 
of it in argument, and they had some answer for every 
point, so I didn't attempt to argue the thing in detail, 
but stuck to the point above mentioned. They said that 
Ihey must send to make inquiries, and that then th^ 
will take action. I do hope an equitable arrangement 
may be come to, as it is very vexatious having this 
kind of thing hanging over one. 

The weather here is still unusually cold for this 
time of year. The heavy fall of snow which we had 
last week is melting gradually, but mountains and 
plain are still covered with a deep mantle of snow, 
which makes the atmosphere very cold. Two years 
ago, in Ku-yu-shu, I saw the people sowing opium on 
the 31st of March, and now, on the 7th April, there is 
not a suggestion of beginning to till the ground. 



KiRiN, April 13th, 1898. 

Lately I had a letter from Dr. Greig, in which 
he spoke much more hopefully than before of the 
likelihood of their coming out again. I announced 
this at the end of the Sabbath service, and it was 
received with great satisfaction. Ever since he left, at 
almost every service prayer has been offered for their 
return* 

You would be amused if you could hear the 
number of people calling me " Dr. Greig *' any time I 
go through the city. I was picking my way through 
mud along the foot of the city wall and, on the street 
over the trench, there were some children who 
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remarked to each other, " Dr. Greig I — No, it's another 
Dr. Grieg — that one was a tall man." But afterwards 
they changed their minds and called after me, 
"Drastka," which is the Russian greeting (as the 
Chinese give it). Just as English schoolboys would 
tease a French boy with "Bong jour." Again, a 
beggar, almost naked, with his bowl under his arm, 
remarked as he passed, "His excellency, Dr. Greig." 
For every one that knows me by name there are a 
hundred who know, or think they know, Dr. Greig. 

The Sungari opened two days ago, and the 
weather has suddenly become mild. Seventy-four 
degrees Fahrenheit in the shade under the verandah 
to-day, but no sign of vegetation yet I saw a little 
hoeing in vegetable gardens a few days ago, but not a 
sod has been turned as yet in the fields. This gives 
you some idea of how short the season is. When the 
time does come ploughing is easily done, as the soil 
has been so thoroughly prepared by the frost 

I am still lecturing every morning on Romans, 
and have now added ist Samuel. We begin at 
8 a.m., and with a recess of five minutes when the 
windows are opened to air the room, we go on till 
11-30. There are sixteen present It is very enjoy- 
able. I often get help from them myself in the 
explanation. But I find it hard to get enough time 
to prepare. Romans, especially, requires a great 
deal Dr. Learmonth has put off to a later hour his 
seeing of patients, to allow the dispensers to attend, 
both lectures, so we have only lunch in the middle 
of the day, and have dinner at six o'clock. 
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Dr. Learmonth has quite got over his little 
indisposition. There happened to be two invitations 
to dinner during those days, and I had to go alone. 
I rather like a Chinese feast now, as far as the fare 
goes, to say nothing of the company, but what I 
object to is the time occupied and the difficulty of 
getting to it Both these dinners were at the opposite 
end of the city from here. To the first I went in a 
private cart sent for me, because I had pride enough 
not to want to destroy the white soles of my best 
Chinese boots, but anything like the bumping and 
pitching about that I got I had never before ex- 
perienced. The next time, though a cart was sent, I 
merely rode in it to the chapel to pick up Sung, and 
preferred walking the rest of the way and back here 
through the mud. 



KiRiN, April 20th, 1898. 

Liu, of Pa-tao-ling-tzu, is here attending the 
lectures, and I told him this morning about my 
mother having hoped to hear more about the " young 
Liu." He was greatly amysed. He is a man of 
forty ! You evidently thought that the fact of his 
being sent by his mother showed he was a young 
man. 

We were somewhat disconcerted by the news 
that the Russians have taken Port Arthur and Talien- 
wan, with evidently no opposition on the part of 
Britain. No fresh Russian troops have arrived in 
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Kirin» though the contrary has been several times 
Stated in the papers. There are only a few Cossacks, 
who have been here all winter. 

We are quite in the spring now, and people are 
beginning the cultivation of their fields. 

Six of the patients in the hospital have given in 
their names as inquirers 1 That is what we have long 
been hoping and praying for. May it be only the 
beginning. 



KiRiN, April 24/A, 1898. 

I am amused at what you say about the "dis- 
tinctiveness" of such names as Ninguta, Omosu, as 
compared with others, such as Pa-tao-ling-tzu. The 
difference is that the former are Manchu (a language 
somewhat akin in its genius to our Western 
languages), while the latter, and most names we have 
to deal with, are Chinese. The Chinese rendering of 
the above (Manchu) names is Ning-ku-ta, E-mu-soa. 

You speak of the Russians being so well treated 
by the Chinese. It is a matter of necessity* rather 
than of virtue. The Chinese know that the Russians 
have power at their back, and that they will get into 
trouble if they don't treat them well On the whole, 
I think the Russians are tolerably just in their tran- 
sactions with them, though the conduct of the soldiers 
is not alwa}^ as it might be. Besides a love of strong 
drink, which seems to be a failing of their nation, they 
often pass remarks or joke about the w^omen in the 
street, a thing w*hich the Chinese resent very much. 



CITY OF KIRIN. 



91 



I have just made up my statistics for the Presby- 
tery next month, and you will be glad to hear the 
result In the Ku-yu-shu district, temporarily in my 
charge, the membership has increased from 194 last 
year to 384 this year (from May to May), so that there 
is an increase of nearly 100 per cent In our own 
district of Kirin the increase is proportionately larger, 
owing to there being formerly no members in out- 
stations to report Last year we had only twelve 
members, while now, with the out-stations, the total 
is 132, an increase of 1,000 per cent ! 

The total membership in Kirin and out-stations 
is : — Kirin, thirty-nine ; Hei-shih-tou, forty-six ; Pa- 
tao-ling-tzu, forty-six ; Ao-tun-cheng, one. 

We had intended to start to-morrow for Hei- 
shih-tou, on our way to Moukden, but I fear we shall 
be detained, as carts are not to be had. It seems the 
Literary Chancellor, who was here holding examina- 
tions, and left the other day, took a great many in his 
train, and, as the officials who came for that occasion 
have not yet dispersed, all available carts are in 
hiding for fear of having to draw them without wage, 
as the manner of officials is here. However, Sung 
is having inquiries made, and perhaps, when they 
hear it is for us, they may be willing to draw. This 
is one of the difficulties connected with travelling that 
perhaps doesn't occur to you at home. 

To-day, we had the lISLrgest attendance at worship 
that we have had — viz., eighty-five men and sixteen 
women, so that we are just over the 100. Our 
meeting place (the hospital waiting-room) is becoming 
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too small Three of the hospital patients, all three 
with their heads bandaged, had taken up their 
position on the base of the preacher's desk. We 
have a collection each month, and as the congregation 
assembles a long time before the service, they cannot 
wait till the end for the coUection, but the account 
book is brought, and the amounts entered in business- 
like Chinese style. Two are appointed to take charge 
of the moneys. A coUecting box stands on the floor 
for receiving smaller sums, which are not asked to 
be entered on- the books. I was amused (not to say 
horrified) at the \\*ay in which the treasurer proceeded 
to ascertain the amount contained in the said box. 
Taking it up, he emptied its contents of loose cash out 
en the floor before the whole congregation, and two 
of them got down on their haunches and counted and 
strung the cash. The principle e\-idently is that all 
should be above board. They behe\*e in dcung 
things **in order,'* though they sometimes forget 
the "decently-" 

I preached this meaning, and took the subject of 
Christ's temptation, especiaUy the first part of it, and 
the words, ** Man shall not Un'c by bread alone, but by 
ev«rj' ^xwrd that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." 
The audience is mixed, as there are a number of 
hospital patients and others whom we do not redKMi 
as inquir»s> but they listen remarkably wdL I am 
thankful for more ease in preparation and fluency 
now than formerh\ Indeed, this time« I had only 
the Saturday fo^r preparation, and even diat ^^as a 
good deal bn>ken inu> with making arrangements far 
siaarting. 
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Of the six inquirers among the hospital patients, 
there are now two who spend their time in the school, 
as their illnesses do not prevent them from studying. 
One of these is a young fellow from Pa-tao-ling-tzu — 
one of those whom I baptized last autum. The water 
in that place is bad, and many of them suffer from 
rheumatisnrL This young fellow is quite incapacitated 
for work, and is here undergoing treatment He is 
very bright, and has made good progress at feading. 
Sung thinks he would make a bookseller later on. 
For the present we have about as many as I feel I 
can look after. We have now seven connected with 
Kirin, besides Sung, Li, Liu (of the book dep6t), and 
the school teacher, or eleven in all. 

Two of the Hei-shih-tou members were here 
attending the lectures during most of the time that I 
lectured, and have now returned. We were in some 
uncertainty as to whom we should appoint as evange- 
list there, but came to the conclusion that, as one of 
these two (named Wu) has been the leader of the 
movement there, he was the right man, especiaUy 
now that he may b^ supposed to have acquired an 
acquaintance with ** Chinese order," in which he was 
considered to be lacking. There is a certain amount 
of mild rivalry between the two families of which 
these two men are representatives, and, as one came, 
the other thought he would be behindhand if he did 
not come too. And so they were both here for a 
month or more. I hope they have got good by their 
stay. 
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SOUTHERN DISTRICT & MOUKDER 



Sixty miles south of Kirin, 

April 27th, 1898. 

We have been out two daj^ Our route is first 
to Kwan-kai, ninety miles south of Kirin, thence 
south-west to Hei-shih-tou, where we now have a 
chapeL We hope to spend Sabbath there, and shall 
start on Monday so as to reach Moukden by Saturday. 
We were a day late in starting, owing to the difficulty 
in procuring carts. And now we are further delayed 
by snow which has been falling most of the day. 
This has made drawing very heavy. This afternoon 
my cart stuck for almost an hour in crossing a 
swampy place, while it was snowing heavily and the 
usual manoeuvres have to be gone through The shaft 
mule sinks in the mud and the harness has to be 
loosened before it can rise ; one of the leaders (which 
is lame) also sinks and has to be detached. Then 
two mules are brought from Dr. Learmonth's cart 
and their traces are fastened to the shaft, not to the 
axle, as is usually done, so that they may get further 
away and pull on firmer ground. Then, after several 
attempts, a time comes when they all happen to 
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puU together and we get through. I have to sit in 
the cart. and look on as comj^cently as possible. 
The worst of it is that it will cut short our visits at 
the two places mentioned. 

Before leaving Kirin I appointed Mr. Wu as 
evangelist of Hei-shih-tou. It is he who has been the 
virtual leader of the movement there for some time. 
He attended the lectures in Kirin, but left before us 
and is to meet us in Kwan-kai, where there are a few 
inquirers. 

As you may gather from the mention of snow, 
the season is a very late one. Not even one in twenty 
of the fields is ploughed, and in many cases the 
preliminary process of rooting out the old miUet 
stumps is not yet performed. It is only these last 
few days that I have noticed a distinctly green tinge 
on certain trees, such as willo^^'s, which are the 
earliest, and it is only in patches that the grass is 
beginning to show a little green. You can imagine 
how I long for summer. 

You will be amused at a remark of Sung's. 
Before I left I said I would try when in the south to 
find a teacher for Liu-tao-whang. He advised me to 
be very careful about the man I would get, "and," 
he added, " a very important matter is that he should 
be able to teach' singing. I have obsen^ed that a man 
who doesn't take the trouble to learn the h}anns is 
never'a very sure man. He thinks it is all very well 
for children, but not for a scholar like him. When 
there is no praise in a man's life there is something 
wrong." 
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KwAN-KAi, Aprit 2^th. — We reached this place 
yesterday after sunset, and found Mr. Wu above 
referred to, and also several inquirers belonging to 
Kwan-kai or the neighbourhood. They seemed 
pleased to see us. We are staying in an inn and the 
proprietor kindly allows us to hold worship in the 
small room we occupy. To-day there has been con- 
stant coming and going, and often a considerable 
crush, for Dr. Learmonth has been dispensing all 
morning. First we had worship, at which I spoke, 
then at nine o'clock the Doctor commenced seeing 
patients and continued at it till 2-30, and even after 
dinner there were some coming when the medicine 
had been packed away. Eighty or more had been 
seen. Meanwhile Mr. Wu and I spoke at intervals 
to those who were waiting in the main room of the 
inn. I spoke once on the ** Prodigal son," and again 
on the Parable of the Labourers in the Vineyard, 
Matthew xx. i. There were several inquirers, but most 
of them have only been inquiring a very short time. 
I only examined twa One of these is a man who 
has tried every sect, and was even connected with the 
Roman Catholics for a time. He sent to me to Kirin 
his crucifix ! It is a French one, not at all adapted 
to the understanding of the Chinese. The inscription 
as £Eur as I remember it is, '*0 Marie, priez pour 
nous 1 '* 

In the afternoon I spoke to the inquirers and a 
promiscuous assemblage who filled the mndow and 
crowded a.t the open door. Wlien the time came 
for evening worship I >^*as glad to hand it over to the 



I 



SOUTHERN DISTRICT. 



97 



dispenser Wei, who accompanied us to compound 
the medicines. I had already preached four times 
that day. It is alwajrs so in these out-stations. The 
time in each is so short that one feels the necessity of 
making the most of the opportunity. 

Next morning we made an early start and got to 
Hei-shih-tou at eleven o'clock, the roads having im* 
proved. That was on Saturday. We set to work 
immediately we had got dinner, Dr. L. and Wei 
dispensing, while the evangelist and I kept those who 
had gathered occupied with preaching to them. This 
went on from two o'clock till dark, and during this 
time Dr. Learmonth saw and prescribed for ninety 
patients. We had only that afternoon and the next 
day (Sunday) to spend in Hei-shih-^tou, and the time 
seemed all too short This church has its faults, but 
also its graces, which stand out all the more in 
evidence from the darkened background. Their fault 
is that they are apt to form parties, and there seems 
a desire on the part of some ^'to have the pre- 
eminence." Nothing could have been more evident 
than their pleasure at seeing us. As there was some 
uncertainity about the time of our coming, th^ had 
been going out for two days previously in groups to 
meet us, and when we arrived some were away to 
look for us, but had missed us as we came by a 
different road from the usual one. However, they 
turned up just as we got into the chapeL It is a 
large room, with kang at one end, which we occupied, 
and as there were generally members and inquirers in 
the room there was no privacy. Such a set of 
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beaming &ces I haven't seen for a good wiukL 
all sat on forms opposite ixs» some of tbem 
qnestioQs about die wd£ue of odier chm i: hf& >. 
showing pleisizrable interest d^iicted on 
On Sunday we had anodier busy day. 
£ist I b^gan examining inquirers^ and 
tile service b^idzed tfairtBen of the sixteen 
teen whom I had just examizMd. Of die 
bi^itixed an were men except one. a little boy 
nmnbers are thos rapidly growing. Last 
bi^itixed forty-six^ so that now tibey have 
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a total 
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They have, so hr. paid all dieir own 
and it is only now« when Mr. Wu is grrtng all his 
time to die work there and die surrou nding paxts^ 
that I am paying far his sszpport : bet I have hopes 
that thev mav soon be able to bear aH tbe r\prfwr 
themsdves. It is satxstictorv diat. in ocr kirin oot* 
istatinm^ an the local expen ses are detayed by the 
membeR and inqnicers. whkh iea^es the 
funds to be empfeyed for die s uppor t of agents. 

Kext Satcxday we hope to reach M< 
have a Sabbadt day s rest before d» 
meetxQgs begin. It seems a pity tc have cnry a day 
and a half in Hei-shih-4x«ix. asfei then tc bav^ to spend 
five dtys' contincocs travidQuatig tc Modbdec : bot 
have to take the cceditioBS as they are* 
onr visiis may be aH die mccv appcecsated becasae of 
their betsg diort asid fow« 

1l^«M»urv itj(%4»^ — We ba\« get S!cw te wwhbBt 
5S0 h of MottkiesL Tbe foat^sMS of tSe ccoaxry hacve 
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changed. It has no longer the wild nature which 
characterises most parts of the Kirin province, and it 
is more thickly populated. Another marked change 
is in the number of Christians whom we meet In 
Kirin province they are chiefly confined to certain 
tovtmSy but once within the Moukden province, we 
came across little groups of Christians all along the 
road. Last night we slept in an inn owned by a 
member, and there is quite a Christian community 
around A good number came in to see us. It is 
very pleasant meeting these feUow-believers, but it 
is wearing. About seven p.m. one gets in, and feels 
inclined to lie down on the kang and rest till supper 
is ready ; but instead, one has to sit and talk to the 
assembled company. Then, after supper, we have 
worship together, which takes us on to ten o'clock^ 
and doesn't leave much time for sleep, as we have to 
wake at 3-30 a.m. 

Only ten li from that inn is the town of Shan- 
cheng-tzu, where there is a chapeL At lunch time 
we met two of the deacons of this latter place, and 
one member, on their way to Kai-yuan on church 
business, visiting the stray Christians on the way. 
During the afternoon we passed through at least one 
small town with a chapeL In the town where we 
are sleeping to-night there are also Christians, though 
we have not seen any of them yet. All this work is 
under Mr. Inglis's charge (United Presbyterian Church 
of Scotland). I had no idea that there were so many 
Christians in this district 
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Friday evening, 6th May. — We have been favoured 
with pretty good roads, and have now no li left to do 
to-morrow, so we have hope of getting to Moukden in 
good time. In fact, even though we should have to 
leave the carts and walk, we have made up our minds 
to get in, as it would be a great disappointment not 
to be there for Sunday. 

To-day our road emerged on the main Kirin 
road, quite near Kai-yuan, the pagoda of which we 
could see in the distance. Then, in the afternoon, 
we passed through Tieh-ling, where there is now a 
large church: I mean the building as well as the 
membership. The former was built last year; we 
bad not time to see it. 

I have been reminded continuaUy of my journey 
down to the Presb3rtery meetings in Newchwang two 
years ago. As I travelled, I was recalling the time it 
todc me to reach the different places— one spot where 
I stuck two hours in the mud, an inn where I slept, 
to find in the morning that the ground was thick with 
snow (that was about 20th April). It w*as a weaiy 
journey. I was alone, and had left Kirin just after 
arriving from the north, to find our house burnt and 
in ruins. I had no stores, and was vexed at the 
incessant delays, knownng that the meetings were 
bqi;inning, and I stiU hi aw*ay. This time things are 
very different The present times are better than the 
former, by a long way. 

Moukden. — Dr. Learmonth and I got in, as we had 
hoped, on Saturday evening, though the roads were 
often so rutt}* we feared w*e shouldn*t manage it. 
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The Presbytery meets in the church, and the 
majority in every sitting are Chinese elders. The 
proceedings are conducted in Chinese, and there are 
so many technical terms to learn that I don't feel '' in 
the running" yet The conferences (which usually 
meet in the afternoon, often about thirty present) and 
our Irish committee, which is still more **intime," 
are the most enjoyable. 

The other evening, in committee, we were given 
the statistics for the year 1897, and the figures were 
so encouraging that our secretary asked Mr. Hunter 
to lead us in thanksgiving. 

Here are some of the principal items : 
Chapels - - - - 51 
Agents • • - - - - 115 
Native Christians at beginning 

of year .... 1808 
Baptized during year - - 1473 
Total at end of year - - 3234 
I have just heard that the total for Manchuria 
(United Presb3rterian Mission and ours together) is 
now over 10,060 ! 



TsuNG-KU, between Moukden and Kai-yuan, 

May 20ih, i8q8. 

At the Presb3rtery meetings there were present 
twenty-four native elders, and, so far as I got to know 
them, they seemed to me to be very fine men indeed. 
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We have numbers of men now (speaking of Manchuria 
SLS a whole) whom long years have tested, and whom 
we know to be strong men. 

The gathering of the dans in Moukden made a 
very pleasant change for us, especially as Dn 
Learmonth had not been down south since he came 
here, and I had not been for two years. One of the 
United Presbyterian missionaries, who has been in 
Manchuria many years (Dr. Westwater) I had not 
met till this time. 

I stayed with Mr. and Mrs. Turley (British and 
Foreign Bible Society), together with Keers and Mr. 
Webster. Dr. Learmonth, and all the rest of the 
Irish, w*ere with Mr. and Mrs. Fulton. 

Fortunately Mr. and Mrs. Fulton have a large 
bouse, for they had, most of the time, fourteen to 
mccommodate. The usual prograihme was : Break- 
fast, ei^t o'clock ; prayer meeting in Dr. Ross*s 
dass-room, nine o*dock ; Presbjtery at the church, 
ten o*dock^i2-30 ; dinner, one o'dock ; conference, 
ahonatdy in Scotch and Irish quarters, 3-30—6-30 ; 
supper, seven o*dock; committees of the separate 
missions (ours alwaj-s in Mr. Fulton's), 7-30 to 10-30 
or eleven o*dock, but an informal session, mixed vnth 
a good deal of hilarity, sometimes continued till near 
(me o*dock. Wlien Irishmen come together only 
(mce in the year such things must be excused. Of 
course every day w*as not quite so fiiU as this, but 
tiiere w*ere often sub-committees that had to be 
squeeied in even on At busiest.day& 
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The last conference was the most enjoyable of 
alL . It was jtsuHy a prayer meeting. The rest of the 
time was taken up with* statements regarding the 
political situation in its relation to our work, and 
the best means of taking advantage -of the great 
opportrmities which we have at present of spreading 
the gospel through Manchuria. The most striking 
thing was the note of hopefulness which was struck 
by the speakers, even in regard to the influence of 
Russia; and as to the prospects of the work there were 
no two opinions. I had to lead off with a statement 
of our work in the Kirin district. Then most of the 
men present, including Mr. Turley, spoke on various 
aspects of the great problem before us. Mr. Hunter 
was in the chair. 

As we do not expect to meet again for a year, 
one has to go round and bid one's farewells. Dr. 
Ross has been unwell through over work, and was 
not able to attend any of the meetings, which was 
a loss. Still I saw him three or four times. We have 
appointed him and Mr. Fulton to give up their whole 
time to the training of pastors in connection with the 
new coU^fe which we are about to start This is a 
most important step. It will be very difficult to find 
the men to undertake the immense pastoral work which 
these two have been doing. We Irish feel especially 
the-difficulty with regard to Mr. Fulton's district It 
has been divided, and the northern (Fa-ku-men, 
Chin-chia-tun and Cheng-chia-tun) given to O'Neill, 
and, meanwhile, Mr. F. will look after the southern 
and more importajit portion (Shin-min-tun, &c) him- 
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sdf. But that can only be for a year or two. I am 
afiraid that, when Mr. Carson returns, Omehfena win 
be needed in this southern district of Mr. Fulton's, 
and that would remove indefinitely Omelvena's return 
to the north. This I regret very much, as I fed the 
two districts are quite too much for me, and I long to 
have him back. I do hope we shall be reinfcMxed 
soon. Yet, when a new man does come, it is almost 
two years before he is of much real use. We have 

DECIDED TO ASK THE MiSSIOK BOARD THIS TIME 
FOR FOUR MEW MEK. 

On the Saturday, Mrs. Fulton invited us all to a 
pic^nic at the Korth Tombs, a very pretty place a 
short distance from the city. Th^e are pictures of 
tiie tombs in Jameses book, and they are very fine; 
but evm finer was the freshness of the wxxxls, which 
were just taking on their summo^ verdure. 

On the first Sunday I attended the large church 
(United Presbyterian) in the east quarter, wiiich holds 
600 or 700 people, and which was packed ; in hd the 
ooQgregation had assembled so long bdordiand that 
the dder, who w*as officiating, b^gan tiie service about 
an hour too eariy, and we. vcho thought oursdves in 
veiy good time (by the dock) just came in for the 
peroration of the sermon. The odier Sunday I 
attuded the service ^R^iich Mr. Fukon has started in 
the west quarter^ the diurch abore l e fe f ied to not 
bong able to accommodate all the Christiaiis in the 
dty, and there« in a house fitted up for die purpose, 
diere is already a ooogr^gation of aot^ and th^ wiO 
have immediate* to look for a laiger phoe. 
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One featnre of Moukden is the carved stone 
" hitcbiog posts " in front of the houses and shops. I 
noticed one which wopld have made a picture. The . 
top was ornamented uith a most grotesque animal 
with its tongue out, which seemed to be looking down 
in derision at a very dejected looking donkey (a verit- 
able one) which was hitched to it And then my 
eyes rested on the Shantung men wheeling wife and 
children up country on the screeching wheelbarrows, 
and I thought to myself that I had perhaps been too 
hasty in my judgment that there is little family 
affection in China. I fear that few working men in 
our western countries would andeigo such labour to 
have their famiUes with them. 
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On Thursday we started for Kai->aian, Mr. Web- 
ster travelling with us. We had to go first across the 
city to pick up Learmonth and say good-bye, then 
out at the North Gate, which we did not reach 
tiU I2-20 though we left Mr. and Mrs. Turley's at 
lo-o. It is alwa}*s a great affair getting away from a 
large city. The carters have to stop to buy grain, 
then another stop to buy oO for the wheels. Coming 
as 'We did from the rude north, Moukden seemed 
<)iute civilized. It certainly is an imposing cit}*, with 
its huge inner wall, a mile square, and wide suburbs 
beyond. It is only in the natural features of the 
landscape that Kirin can beat it. Moukden is on a 
wide plain, and in dry weather the wind raises clouds 
of dust which are exceedingly unpleasant. 

Mr. Webster's company was a great acquisition 
and the two days travelling between Moukden and 
Kai-yuan passed away quickly, the only discomfort 
being the dust The wind was fortunately in our 
backs, but it kept us all the time in a cloud of dust, 
and we cSttn had a good laugh at each other on 
getting into the inn, the " pot calling the kettle black.*' 
On arrival Mrs. Webster gave us a very hearty 
welcome, and the three and a half days spent there 
were a most pleasant time. 

On Sunday I had to preach, and at the end of 
the sermon gave a little description of the meetings in 
Moukden and the progress during the year. I pointed 
to a red notice on the wall, and compared it to the 
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whole of the wall to show (roughly) the proportion of 
Christians to heathen still in Manchuria, getting the 
idea ^om diagrams in last "' Woman's Work.'* 

We started on Tuesday morning early for Kwan- 
cheng-tzu, where, on the Sabbath, I baptized the 
Mr. and Mrs. Gillespie's second Uttle girL Then very 
early on Monday morning we left Kwan-cheng-tzu, 
and did the eighty miles to Kirin in two days. 
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KiRiN, June 2nd, 1898. 

Now that we are back from Moukden I am 
enjoying a little more leisure than during the winter 
and spring. I ought to be preparing for my regular 
lectures to the agents, i.e., those from Ku-yu-shu and 
district as well as my own, but since returning on 31st 
May there has been a great variety of matters to 
attend to, as always when one -has been away for a 
time. 

Yesterday afternoon I had an interview of four 
hours with Sung, and even then only got over about 
half the subjects I had down on my list. Several 
things have tended to distract us— difficulties that 
members or inquirers have got into, or cases of 
persecution in which we are asked to interfere, 
as otherwise the sufferers can get no redress from 
the authorities. It is most difficult to know just how 
£ar to go, so as not to allow these Christians to be 
unjustly downtrodden, and at the same time not to 
have recourse to the arm of the law more than one 
has a right to, in work which aims at exerting a purely 
spiritual influence. 
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Mother, in referring to the troubles that inquirers 
get into, says : *' How does Mr. Fulton act in such 
cases ? '* Well, we get hints at such times as we have 
had together in Moukden at our meetings. But that 
only happens once in the year, and to get answers by 
post takes a long time. Then, as you can understand, 
each case has to be considered on its own merits.. 
Our dilemma often is that, when a man gets into a 
difiBculty, it seems like interfering in that which does 
not fall within our province, while on the other hand 
if we tell the man that we can have nothing to do 
with his difficulty we appear callous. Our unwritten 
law is that we interfere in cases of genuine persecution 
for religion (it is often very difficult to say what cases 
are exactly of this nature) but that we have nothing 
to do with a lawsuit, even of a member, on any other 
matter. This matter of lawsuits is a bugbear to us 
all It takes up much time and causes much worry. 

An important step was taken lately for the settle- 
ment of troubles between Protestants and Roman 
Catholics. As the result of an interview that Dr. 
Christie (United Presbyterian Missionary) had in 
Newchwang with the British Consul and the Roman 
CathoUc Bishop, it was agreed that on each side an 
arbitrator should be appointed to confer and try to 
come to an understanding in all such cases. Our 
Conference api)ointed Mr. Fulton as representative 
for both the United Presbjrterian and our Missions, 
while the Roman Catholic is a P&re Liang (we don't 
know his French name). I hope this may point to 
a better state of things in the future, for we all feel 
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how deplorable it is that Protestants and Roman 
Catholics should sue one another in the native courts^ 
I am glad to say I have had no experience of that 
sort oi thing. 

Most of the booksellers have returned firom the 
tours on which I had sent them before leaving. They 
report inquirers in a number of places. Li is not 
back yet from Ao-tun-cheng, but I am g^ to say word 
has come that the magistrate there has settled the 
difficulty which had given us some anxiety, and has 
paid a sum as compensation for the destruction of 
tiie me^ing-place last winter. 

This meaning I was busy with my teacher 
making out a letter to the '* Foreign Office*^ about 
this Ao-tnn-cheng afiEsur, in rejdy to one that came 
for me while away, and also writing to summon 
the Northern agents for lectures, to conmience here 
oo June aodL The letters occupied four hours in the 
scril»ng, as rough copies had to be written, after I 
had explained carefoUj* the subject of the letter. Of 
course I am at other wc^ w*hile he is leisurely 
pfttiiting away at his task. 



KiRiK, Jum€ 12ik, 18S8. 
It is raining this afternoon ; almost the first rain 
we have had this year ; and it is verv mudi needed. 
The Prefect was prajring for rain three times a day it 
seems; afterwards be got tired, it is said, and the 
Taotai took it up. In qxte of the rain Dr. Lear* 
month has gone over to his afteriKxxi service at the 
hospitaL Though be does not always take it himsdf 
he likes to be there in any case. 
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That is really good news you give about Dr. and 
Mr. Greig. I suppose we may hear of their starting 
soon. I was telling the Chinese that, the previous 
letter I had, it was ** eight parts," and now it is *' nine/* 
the Chinese way of expressing probability. 

I was interested to see the flower you sent me, 
grown from the seed I sent you last year. Nearly all 
those we have sown are foreign, as they are more 
interesting for the Chinese than their own. They 
greatly appreciate any flower with a perfume, so we 
have sown a good deal of mignonette. 

You mention the " Foreign Office ; " well, yester- 
day we had a visit from the official in charge of it, 
who came for the purpose of inviting us, on the part 
of the Taotai, to a dinner in our honour ! Our caller 
did not show himself very i)olite ; thinking, I suppose, 
that we would not know the difference, and on this 
account we did not feel inclined to accept, but on 
second thoughts it appeared to us that we might not 
be punishing the right man, and that we could not 
well refuse ; so we have accepted the invitation for next 
Wednesday — it is a function which neither of us very 
much appreciates. I hope it really marks their desire 
to be friendly. It is certainly rather remarkable that 
little more than two years ago the then Prefect cursed 
us to our faces, and now the Taotai invites us to 
dinner ! 

I enjoyed very much the slight sketch you gave 
me of the sermon of Mr. C. You might do so oftener, 
if you remember. You see we never hear a sermon 
here, except occasionally one in Chinese. When in 
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own resooTCCS viifje I a2i zv^. ThcTf forte is 
rather in preachine tc the hrarfin TcMiav I 
preached on John viiL. 51-52. "* If yc abide in my 
word, then are je trcrr my dacfpSes : aad ye shall 
know tiie truth, asd the tnith ^b^l make yoQ free.** 
I tried to bring oct that the Chrisdazr is the only man 
who is free in all his actioos. He who follows his 
passions thinks he is. bet he is the slave of sen (v. 54). 
I ilhistrated this by the case of a rran taking c^xom 
and then wishing to break oS the habit, b«xt nnableto 
do so; another getting into a rage and killing a man; or 
starting in a coarse of ^wcuIatioQ in which he cannot 
stop till he has brought nxxn on himsrif But if we 
become disciples of Christ. His wiQ becomes our wiD, 
we do willingly and naturally what is right, and are 
firee agents in the highest sense. 

I don't know if I tcdd yoQ that the Songs had 
a little girl bom to them about six months ago, 
called Doa Jia, f.^., Dorcas. Yon will be sorry to 
hear that she has been taken frcHn them. A few days 
ago their son-in-law, Wei, came to say that the diild 
was neariy dying, and Dr. Learmonth and I went to 
see her. Last night the little ^irit passed above. 
This morning Sung and Li were not at the usual 
service, as they had gone eariy to bury the child. 

We have latelv had two Russian callers. One of 
them we knew before, a young doctor. He is starting 
with one hundred Cossacks who go up the Sungari to 
control the cutting of wood for the railway, and to 
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open a hospital in connection with those works. The 
other is a young Pole who is going up to Hulan, or 
rather to the new town which is being established by 
the Russians on the opposite side of the Sungari from 
thait place*, and which is to be an important point on 
the new railway. They seem to be continually 
making changes in the route of the railway. That 
laid down in Dr. — — *s article to the Times is all 
wrong-^long ago. 

P.S. — Our dinner at the Foreign Office came off 
well yesterday. 



KiRiN, June 23rd, 1898. 

The agents from Ku-yu-shu as well as those from 
the districts connected with Kirin are all in here for 
the lectures. Their coming was very pleasant, but it 
brought with it a wave of trouble. Two of the agents 
were under serious charges, which I had to investigate 
and deal with. The first was a young man in Shan- 
hetun, called Sun. •• He was a "' student evangelist " in 
Shanhetun for two years, and I, only this spring, 
decided to tiy him temporarily as a bookseller at the 
recommendation of the evangelist there. The charge 
of smoking opium was proven and he admitted it ; 
another and more serious charge was only just not 
substantiated,, as we had no eye witness present. I 
had to dismiss him and suspend him from mem- 
bership. 

H 
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The other case is quite different. There is a 
cloud on the work in Hei-shih-tou, which we thought 
so promising — perhaps we were too sanguine ; but let 
us hope that the true may thus be sifted from the 
false and a new start made on a surer foundation. 
The chief blame attaches to Mr. Wu, whom I 
appointed as evangelist there only last April. He 
seemed a promising man, though we knew he was not 
very well grounded in the truth. Still he had taught 
most of those who were baptized there, and we were 
hopeful that God's grace had changed his heart 
However, his natural pride and ambition proved too 
strong. One of our booksellers had reported a large 
number of inquirers in Mo-pan-shan, which is thirt}' 
miles north-west of Hei-shih-tou, but we were not 
sure of them, and so I forbade the opening of a chapel 
there until we should know something more certainly 
about the inquirers. Mr. Wu, however, visited the 
place several times, and when the Mo-pan-shan magis- 
trate was passing through Hei-shih-tou he had an 
interview with him (at which he preached the gospel 
to him I) and made a settlement for a definite sum, 
Tls 15O1 as the contribution of members and inquirers 
in both places to the Emperor's loan, which is at 
present being collected all over the country. A 
collection was then started among the members and 
(so called) inquirers, who knew that but for the 
helping hand of the church they wtnild have had to 
pay a much larger sum to the officials, and it produced 
a sum Tls 500, the balance of which after paying the 
officials was, he said, for the benefit of the churches 
of both places. 
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You can imagine how much damage to the name 
of the church such a deed as this can cause and the 
sorrow and worry it has brought on us. Wu tried to 
excuse himself by saying he was ignorant of the rules 
of the church, but he did not show any signs of genuine 
repentance. It goes without saying that he is dis- 
missed from his office. He says he can have the 
money returned to its owners, and I am sending 
him with a man whom I trust to endeavour to have 
this done« 

These troubles, coming together with the lectures 
(which ought to claim all my attention), have made 
me feel quite fagged. On two days, after lecturing from 
8 a.m. to 11.30, there followed a sederunt of investi- 
gation into these cases, which lasted till 3.0. But I 
am thankful to say I am in excellent health, indeed 
never better than when I am full of work. 

This letter has been rather a lugubrious one, but 
it gives you an idea once more of the continual ups 
and downs of the work out here. In Manchuria 
things often move more quickly, either for good or 
evil, than the East generally gets credit for. 

The other agents from the North all give good 
accounts of their work. Liu, of Ku-yu-shu, took the 
service on Sunday. Twenty-five attend the lectures 
daily, and we pack into Dr. Learmonth's consulting- 
room. He has kindly altered to 12 his hour for 
seeing patients, so that the dispensers may attend. I 
lecture first on Hosea from 8 to 10, and then after a 
break of five or ten minutes have another lecture on 
Romans. 
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You Will think it remiss of me not to have sent 
you the description of the different departments of 
our work ; well, here is an attempt, though I am afraid 
it will not be very full : — 

1. Street Preaching. — This is what we rely on 
(humanly speaking) for bringing in inquirers, and also 
for spreading the News to the country around. Two 
evangelists in the cit}* give themselves to this work, 
and any bookseller or other worker who happens to be 
in gives a hand. 

2. Inquirers^ Class. — I formerly conducted this 
mysdf, but now Mr. Sung takes it. It does not 
continue all the year round. It is supplemented by 
regular evening worship for members and inquirers at 
the chapel, which is made an opportunity of instruc- 
tion. At all times the chapel is the meeting-place of 
die inquirers and members, in £act their dub. 

5. Sabbath Services. — Hdd in the hosiMtal, as we 
have no separate church building. I generally take 
these myself when at home. With tiie agents the 
weak point in preaching to Christians is the matter, 
with us it is die form. Don*t suppose that in either 
case these are the only weak points! Our attendance 
is just over one hundred, of which only fourteen or so 
axe womoi, but there is no direct woric as yet for the 



4» Trmimi$^ of Agemts. — Our agents are usoaDy 
*" raw hands*' w^hra taken on, thoogh thqr have many 
good qualities ; we have to do our best to train diem. 
In localities whoe it is possible to oomUne widi odier 
stations the labour of teaching is lessened ; but, on 
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the other hand, there are advantages in having to train 
the men that are labouring with oneself, and are under 
one's special care. The course of study is appointed 
by the Presbytery, and an examination is held evezy 
year. The system of more advanced instruction in 
Moukden for six months in the year, which has just 
been inaugurated, will be a great advantage in training 
men who are, later on, to take their place as pastors 
and leaders of the native Church. 

5. Colportage. — In Kirin we are doing our best to 
push this part of the work, and with success. We 
have a Depot of the British and Foreign Bible Society 
in one of the principal streets. Including the Scripture 
reader in the hospital, we have nine booksellers. One 
remains to sell in the city, and seven are most of their 
time touring through the country, sometimes 
remaining a month or more to instruct the members 
and inquirers in a certain district The total sales of 
books — Scriptures, tracts, and a few scientific books — 
from this centre have been fully £50 for the last six 
months. Prices vary from less than a farthing for 
gospels, to several shillings. The movements of these 
men have to be superintended, and their accounts of 
sales taken each month. When they meet with in- 
quirers they report them on their return. 

6. Out'Siatian Work.-'l have to make periodical 
visits round the out-stations, not oftenerthan twice in 
the year, unfortunately, through lack of time and the 
difficulty of travelling. On these hurried visits I have 
to do my best to remember the names of all the mem- 
bers, preach to them, and encourage them ; listen 
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lot »ct iat aoat ot these bas die \frgOTT had 
^fj^ttttttg to pay except fbr saiaizes of ai|^eni:& Ottr 
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a ** caution.*' ' With the winter top boots I didn't 
require to wear them, but, of course, with shoes they 
are " de rigueur." They are of white calico and don't 
stretch, so you have to pull them on by "main 
sthrihth.*' So you can imagine me going about in a 
long loose robe without any belt, trousers tied in 
above the ankle, the whole topped by a Chinese " ma 
t'ou 'rh," f.r., a cap made of horse hair and of open 
texture, so as to be cooler. You will be relieved to 
hear that I have kept my hair and moustache on. 

I heard a few days ago from Mr. Turley that a 
Mr. Drysdale is coming to live here, appointed by the 
British and Foreign Bible Society to superintend the 
book work in the Kirin province* He will, of course, 
have charge of the bode shop, and will relieve me of 
the accounts of all the booksellers, which will give me 
more time for other departments of work. 

From all I hear both Mr. and Mrs. Drysdale are 
much esteemed by other missionaries with whom 
they have been associated. 

When Dr. and Mrs. Greig come, as we hope, 
this autumn there vnR be quite a missionary colony, 
and this place will change its character as a haunt of 
bachelors. It is only a pity that Dr. Learmonth will 
not be able to stay, as he has to go to take up the work 
in Chin-chou when Dr. Greig comes here. 

Dr. Learmonth had an interesting letter from 
CoL B., who had just returned from Wei-hai-wei, our 
new British dependency. He begins by asking us to 
accept a sum of Tls 50 (about ^^6) for the work here 
— **You are bound to spend it well, which is more 
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than I can always say for mysdL" His lettecs are 
often half taken np with his servant, far whom he is 
very considerate. This time it is Li, who was 
formerly with ns. He says^ " I have not ytt been 
able to get a servant, but h<^ to send your lad back 
before long. His conduct has been excdlent. I 
'have given him no pay (kee^mig it for him) beyond 
25 cts. a day for food, which is expensive in these 
treaty ports» especially for a foreigner like him. I 
think you will find when you see him that he will be 
rather humbler. We lived for a fortnight on H.M.S. 
Narcissus. Salutes were constantly being fired for 
foreign flags and ships — then the rootine of a man-<tf- 
war— everything exquisitely clean — ^prayers every 
morning and service on Sunday. All this must have 
impressed him, if a Chinese can be impressed. Then 
all the Chinese servants on board ship are from 
Canton, and they, being masters of the situation, 
treated him with the supremest contempt, in £BLCt 
boycotted him, but the Captain's European steward 
took care that he was well fed and looked after. He 
will thus be able to contrast the contemptible conduct 
of his own countrymen with the friendly manliness of 
our blue jackets, and will I am sure have more respect 
than he used to entertain for the foreigner.*' He 
thanks me for sending him a tracing of the map of 
my tour round Ku-yu-shu and Ao-tun-cheng, and 
•ends kind' remembrances "to the Evangelists and 
my teacher ** (Mr. Liu, who also taught him). 

I am '' pegging away *' at the lectures six days in 
the week. I leave the house at 7-0 a.m. (sun tim< 
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we follow the Arsenal, however, which is then 7-45) 
and only get back at 11-30 or 12-0. It requires 
nearly all the rest of the day to prepare for next day's 
lectures. In Hosea we have got to chapter I2. 
It is very difficult, but I get a great deal of help 
from Dr. Geo. Adam Smith's commentary. In 
Romans we have only finished chapter 3. There is 
more room for expansion in it. Yesterday and the 
day before we had the men from a distance here for 
afternoon tea, six each day. I think they enjoyed it. 
We got the cook to buy two pounds of Chinese cakes 
each day and this was supplemented with some of 
home making. 

As I had given out on Sunday that I would speak 
after the service on Mission work in Africa (the first 
Missionary meeting we have had), I took the oppor- 
tunity of shewing them the pictures in "Au Sud de 
I'Afrique " and " Far off. " The former book thank you 
very much for. I have read most of it. It gives a good 
description, racy withal, of mission work there. The 
drawings are capital. It suggested all sorts of resolves 
to my mind for bringing my own indolent pen and 
pencil into play. My work, as you see, is very varied 
— a sort of sandwich. A month of lecturing, then 
perhaps one of travelling to out-stations — ^then another 
of pastoral work — ^preaching, study, &c., and so it 
goes on with ever new surprises, new openings and 
successes, and unexpected disappointments and 
failures. 

The other day the bankers, Heng sheng ch'ing, 
(mentioned in that article of Dr. 's in^The Titnes) 
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sent US a present of a feasL Some thirty diffdrent 
dishes^ carried by two men in boxes. We had 
one dinner a la chinaiu, and very httle sufficed for 
thaL Fortunately, three of the Northern men are 
stopping here, and we sent the greater part to them. 

An agent of the Russians has been hiring labourers 
for the railway work. A strong man can earn at it 
about IS. 8d. a day, which is more than three times 
the native rates. 



KiRiN, July I4ih, 1898. 

I sometimes feel doubtful about telling natives 
here that my brother is an official in India. Their 
own officials are aU so corrupt that they only think 
of the lucrativeness of the office ! It is grand to think 
that so very different a standard exists among our 
Government servants. The more I come in contact 
with the officials here the more I get to see how 
iuperficial is their show of friendliness, and that they 
lir« ready at any time to take underhand ways of 
ii\juring ut. 

Latt week we received the good news of the 
appointment of Mr. Miskelly to Manchuria. I wonder 
where he will be stationed. 

YeHi Liu is a very conmion name. Next come 
Wang and Chang. You see there are only about a 
hundred names to choose from. Just now among the 
northern agents who are here and our city members 
(h0r0 are no fewer than seven Lius, counting only 
adult noalea, and all of different famihes. 
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' Dr. Learmonth has begun lecturing -on Cbemis- 
txy, which is one of the subjects in this year's course. 
Each year there is one science subject appointed. 
Last year it was Astronomy. Dr. Learmonth is 
rather handicapped, as instruments which he wrote 
for to Shanghai last February have never reached 
him yet. He is a very conscientious student of the 
language and has made exceUent progress. Fortu- 
nately for him he has few of the interruptions which 
we " clerics " have from journeys, &c. 



KiRiN, ]uly 20/A, 1898. 

I have not finished yet with lecturing to the 
agents, though a few days will finish it now. 
We have been at it for a month without a break 
except Sunda3rs, -when I have got one or other of the 
agents to preach. It has been rather tiring; 
indeed, to-day I took a holiday, as I felt I couldn't 
keep up with the {>reparation, and besides I had a 
slight sore throat. I have to prepare four or five 
' chapters of Samuel and one of Romans, which- is too 
much after lecturing for over three hours or more in 
the morning. Fortunately the weather has not been 
very hot (we haven't got over eighty-four degrees in 
the room). In Samuel I get one who is a good reader 
(such are the exception) to read a chapter, then get 
him or another to give the gist of it, after which I add 
a few questions^ or explanations on points which I 
think they may not understand, and point out the 
lessons. In this way we can get over four or five 
chapters in about two hours. 
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Romans would require much more preparation 
than I can give to it The chapter for to-morrow 
(xiii.) is an intensely practical one for the Chinese. 
We (missionaries) have constantly to maintain the 
duty of loyal submission to the existing rulers in spite 
of their corruption. 

You say that you wonder whether in future I 
shall look back to the time I had this spring in the 
north as one of exceptional display of God*s power, 
or whether the work will continue increasing year after 
year. I believe thoroughly that we are only at the 
beginning of this movement But I am equally sure 
that we shall have many and bitter disappointments 
and feilures. The sad part of it is that those who are 
teachers of others so often come to grief^ and seem to 
miss what is the real end of all our work. 

Three of the northern agents are staying on the 
premises here. We have worship together every 
evening, Dr. Learmonth conducting three days in the 
week, and I four. We take advantage of their being 
here to have a good many singing practices. On 
Sunday also, before and after the service, we generally 
have a practice. Some of the tunes they learn pretty 
well, but I think I would be safe in offering a pdze of 
a hundred guineas to the one who will sing any 
tune correctly. 

I send you a photo group which Dr. Learmondi 
todc of the agents. The only j»ty is that the 
Professor of Chemistry cannot appear in it 

It has been pouring rain all day, and our garden 
in firont of the house is flooded, the plants simpfy 
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Standing in water. Our table has already been 
supplied with French beans, peas, salad and radishes- 
Bat OUT gardener (the yard man. Liu) is not a horn 
horticulturist He has a faculty' for hoeing up seeds 
when they come up, and the other day be took it into 
his head that the radishes were growing too thick, so 
he weeded out all the little ones, leaving only a few 
weU-gron-n specimens of ebonine hardness. 



KiRtH, July 22nd, 1898. 
It n-as raining so heavily last ni^t that we didn't 
send off the mail, so I add a few lines. The rain was 
continuous and heavy with the result that, this 
down&ll being added to the rain of previous days, we 
have the highest flood I have seen since coming here. 
In fikct we are at presoit on an island which is a mile 




RIVER IN FI.OOD. 



long by one-third of a mlk Inoad. In wading across 
a man is taken up to near bis aimpjts. Dr. Lear- 
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month could not go to the hospital nor I to lectures 
as there were no boats availably every one being 
busy getting goods away from submerged houses, or 
collecting wreckage which had come down the river. 

After breakfast Dr. Learmonth and I went out to 
see it The view of the river, which is about three 
times as broad as it was a few days ago, presented a 
very fine spectacle. 

I fear there must be a good deal of destitution in 
the west quarter, which hes very low. The govern- 
ment makes no provision for such floods, except a 
large array of dummy boats which are supposed to 
take the people off in case of flood. 

July 23ri.— This morning I resumed my lectures 
again. In going to the hospital we had to cross from 
our island in a boat, and the same in returning. 
It adds a spice of novelty to feel that one is on an 
island. To-day the water has been falling; but a 
good many people have been driven from their houses 
which either are inundated or have fallen in. 



KiRiN, July ijih, 1898. 

The weather is now quite clear and the river has 
gone down considerably. On Saturday when I went 
to lecture at the hospital we had to cross by boat ; the 
next day (Sunday) to go to ** church " we were carried 
on men's shoulders, as it had become (oo shallow for 
boats ; and on the third day we were able to cross on 
foot dry shod. 
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Yesterday the lectures came to an end, so that I 
now feel a weight off my mind. They have been 
going on for over five weeks. To-day the agents 
have dispersed. Three of them were staying at this 
house. This morning we had worship with them 
and then they shouldered their packs for' their long 
tramp north. One or two are going by boat, but the 
rest said that as they had brought no wadded 
garments they were afraid of the cold in the boat, 
and so preferred walking. Even in mid-summer they 
grudge parting from their kang. It is quite a business 
giving them all their instructions and thinking of 
future requirements, then paying them their moneys 
for expenses, &c., as well as salaries, rents, &c. I 
pay their expenses coming and going, but they pay 
{o£ their own food while here, at the rate of about a 
penny a day (I was looking this morning at the 
programme of the students' gathering at Ripon, the 
rate there is five shillings I). You see we do things 
economically here, at least from our point of view. 

When all these agents are in besides our own it 
taxes our accommodation considerably. Fortunately 
we got possession of a house at the back of the Bible 
Society Depot, which is next door to the chapel, and 
had it arranged as a sort of boarding house. This 
morning, after getting the northern men off, I went to 
the chapel and made arrangements for our men going 
on their different errands. They, too, have to be 
given their instructions, and when they are' off 1 shall 
fed that I can rest a little. I shall have time to do a 
variety of Uttle things which I had to neglect while 
the lecturing w*as going on. 
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I had planned to j>ay a visit to Hei-shih-tou with 
Sung in a few days, but carts being out of the question 
I intended to walk and take, two or three pack mules 
for our baggage, returning by river. However, no 
one will go with the prospect of having his mule 
stolen when returning. Animals cannot be bought 
either, so I have to give up the idea for the mean- 
while. We may be able to go in a month or six 
weeks. I was looking forward to this trip in spite of 
the fear of rains. The weather has not been oppres- 
sively hot this year ; it has been showery just as in 
Ireland. 



KiRiN, July 31s/, 1898. 

To-day I read Prof. Leitch's sermon and Mr. 
Beatty's address at the Assembly. I notice that 
Prof. Leitch refers to the ingathering in Manchuria 
as the most striking feature of the ecclesiastical year. 
Even in Gujarat where the progress is, as we generally 
reckon it, slow, the advance has been very consider- 
able during Mr. Beatty*s term of service, the increase 
being eight fold. 

. I am.feeUng that the care of two districts is too 
much for me. It would be all right if everything 
went on smoothly, and there were only the spiritual 
part of the work to direct. But there is such a variety 
of business— KX)ntinually members and inquirers 
coming in and reporting this case or that, and asking 
our help,, or again an agent not conducting himself 
properly, and all these matters cause one a great deal 
of anxiety. 
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Here is a sample. Sung came in yesterday to 
tell me of two cases, one from Hei-shih-ton and the* 
other firom Wu-chang-ting ; in both cases special 
messengers were sent. The former was this: An 
inquirer in Hei-shih-tou who is partner in a distilleiy 
sent 10,000 pounds of wine to Kirin. He paid the 
full tax on the 10,000 pounds in the former place, but 
the Customs officials would only give them a receipt 
for 7,000 pounds (the balance being **a squeeze*' on 
their part) and said that if he had any trouble at the 
other end to refer to them. However, on arrival here 
the man is arrested for evading the Customs and 
threatened w*ith a fine of Tls 1,000 or imfMisonment 
for an indefinite period. He has already paid the tax 
on the remaining 3»ooo pounds and stiU they are not 
satisfied. I am appealed to, but what can I do? It 
is evidently, as fiir as I can learn, a pure case of 
injnstioe, such as occurs every day. But it is 
hardly for us to interfere in every such case. It is 
not ^iriiat we were sent here for. I have consented ta 
wrfte a letter to tiie officials stating my view of die 
case» but have tokl the evangdist that if they do not 
see justice done, I can do no more than I have 
doaeL This kind of thing is most wearing. This 
iriwle aftefiKMCi was taken np widi it» die teadier 
wiiliug die letter. 

I preached again last Sunday (I had not been 
doiBi^ so during the lectures,, as it took me aU my 
time to prepare for diemX My subject was>, r»^*^pv 
a ndier difficnk one for an iiKaqxrienced man ISoe 

V. 12 to vi. o— three rebtions of 
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fiBLinily life. I began by asking them to forgive me if 
I said anything too strong, that my desire was to 
stick to the teaching of the New Testament on these 
subjects. The Chinese are fond of making out such 
iists, but as a rule they emphasise mostly the duties of 
inferiors to superiors, neglecting the other side. So I 
made out a list thus : — 

Wife to husband should show obedience. 

Husband to' wife ,, „ love. 

Children to parents ,, „ filial piety. 

Parents to children „ „ kindness. 

Servants to masters ,, „ loyalty. 

Masters to servants „ „ indulgence. 
Some of the expressions are difficult to render 
accurately. All this is much more tersely expressed 
in Chinese, thus : — 

Ch'i fu - - 301 tsung. 

Fu ch'i - - 301 si. 
Tzu fu - - 301 shiao. 

Fu t2u - - yu en. 
P'u chu - - yu chung. 
Chu p'u - - jm k'wan. 

For some days past there have been rumours 
here of temple worship being abolished by Imperial 
orders, and certain temples used for schools in which 
foreign branches of learning are to be taught. What 
truth there is in this rumour we do not know, but one 
thing seems certain, that the florid literary composi- 
tions which for centuries have been required for 
examinations have been abolished, and in their stead 
are substituted essays on subjects of more pressing 
importance. 
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We have now a hydrangea in full bloom. Also 
a plant with large leaves and large globular composite 
flowers which have the odour of honeysuckle ; and a 
deep red monthly rose. All these are in pots. Dr. 
Learmonth bought them from a man who sells flowers 
close by. The whole of the pea family seem to do 
badly here. The Chinese never stake their peas, 
though they stake some kinds of beans. We have 
had some peas but the plants are smalL Our sweet 
pea has only put out a few flowers. Most foreign 
seeds grow most luxuriantly. 



KiRiN, August loih, 1898. 

When I hear of your having pleasure and recrea- 
tion it makes me think of how little even a well-to-do 
Chinaman' knows of the pleasures of life, not to speak 
of the higher pleasures of which very few of them 
know anjrthing. His idea of enjoyment is to have 
plenty of money, a good deal of leisure, reclining to 
smoke or sip tea, conversing with friends, doing a 
little painting or dilettante Uterature, and making a 
few calls. They all stick inside the city with probably 
a cess pool on the street before their front door, and 
. never think of making excursions to the many pretty 
spots near the city (except at stated festivals), or of 
boating on the river. 

You ask if we find any tendency among the 
Christians here to adopt heretical views. No, not 
ihuch ; if they do form any erroneous views these are 
easily corrected. The difficult}' with them is not in 
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•ffaith *• but in ** practice, ** It is a marvellous thing 
how the reasonableness of Christian truth appeals to 
the Chinese, but too often there are inconsistencies in 
the life. 

Just .now I am being plagued with 'Vcases/' so 
that to my ecclesiastical functions I have to add the 
judidaL It is a mixture that is very distasteful to 
me. Hardly a day passes but some new case is 
reported — generally members or inquirers suffering 
persecution more or less directly from the officials. 
I have to listen to long stories or plod through still 
more tedious letters. In fact, these last three days 
my time has been almost entirely taken up with such 
matters. On Monday I had another interview with 
the Prefect. After my experience the last time I was 
not over sanguine. I prayed for help and believe I 
got it. I was pleased that my teacher was willing to 
accompany me. I always feel more confidence when 
I have him with me. Not that he says much — the 
Prefect and I buckle to the work, but he is sometimes 
able to put in a word when he thinks I have omitted 
something, or they have not taken up a point of mine. 

The Prefect as usual had not arrived when I and 
my teacher made our appearance, and we were 
received by two or three officials. However, His 
Highness arrived before long. He htgajx by giving 
me the result of his inquiry into the character of an 
inquirer in Ao-tun-cheng, whom I had complained to 
him about as having been very cruelly dealt ^th by 
the local official. He waxed eloquent over this man's 
crimes (which were all matters of old standing and 
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before he became an inquirer), evidently intending to 
make a big afiair of it I couldn't go into particulars, 
so just sat quiet, fanning myself while he was laying it 
off about this man. When he had quieted down a 
little I said that I was not acquainted with all the 
former hfe of the man, but that surely there was such 
a thing as repentance. To this he replied that the 
man was altogether too bad a character. I then 
remarked that I thought it strange that as soon as 
people began to inquire into Christianity, even quiet 
people, such as the members of a firm of merchants 
in Ao^tun-cheng, whom I knew to be law-abiding 
and well reported of, immediately accusations were 
trumped up against them. He then told me that the 
case of the merchants above referred to had been 
settled up, but in spite of this assurance I have since 
learnt that this is not so. A proclamation was issued 
indeed, but only one copy was posted up inside the 
chapeL 

The other business discussed was that of an 
inquirer in Hei-shih-tou. He promised that he would 
s^tle it so there would be "'^BLce *' on both sides, and 
so Li and I came away. 

On calling at the chapel on the way back I found 
that two inquires had just come firom Ao-tun- 
dieag bringing news of further persecution. One 
of the Ao-tun-cheng inquirers coming h»e with 
a letter was beaten bv soldiers on the street of Omoso 
till his le|!S were black and be coukl not walk. It 
serais the magistrate of Ao<^tun«chwg (^idio was so 
suave >fi^ie& w« met him at dinner at the Prefect*sll 
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^ve' orders in all the places he passed through on his 
dnelnm from the capital to curse and beat all the 
Christians they met, only .not to take their lives (it 
•reminds .one of the early chapters in Job). I am 
:afraid there is a good, deal of persecution in store for 
the Christians in that district StiU the work is not 
kept back. Twenty inquirers are reported from a 
place near Omosu and have asked leave to open a 
meeting place. In Ao-tun-cheng the meeting place 
is too small and they have to look out for a larger. 
:Lately I sent two men there, Li and Ch'en, one to 
take the place temporarily of Hu, who ha^ been 
holding the fort for many months, and the other to 
{;o on to Nankang, which is a hundred miles beyond, 
and work there for a month or more. This persecu- 
tion, though very grievous for the time being, will, I 
am sure, have a purifying ^ect on the Church and 
tend to keep away from us unworthy applicants. 

You will be glad to hear that yesterday I held 
-another examination of candidates for baptism in this 
:city. Thirteen presented themselves. To-morrow I 
have to examine three women, two of whom are the 
wife and sister-in-law of an old man baptized last 
January, and the other the wife of one of the men I 
examined yesterday. 

Last Sabbath I preached from Luke xiii. 23. 
" Are there few that be saved ? " — ^the thought being 
suggested by the sad defection of one of our Kirin 
booksellers, whose Christian life began very brightly 
but who has fallen into sin and has had to be turned 
off. May God in His goodness restore him I 



KiRiN, AmgMSi 1^ 1898. 

Leannonth and I, feeling that the work is growing 
beyond the power of those in the field to owtake it, 
have made out an appeal to the students in Bd£ist 
and Deny to offer themselves tor service in Manchuria. 
Counting both members and inquirers these do not 
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Re the golf clubs to which you refer. Tbqr 
are very suitable I am sure, but I am sorry to say we 
have never used them yet 

Our garden is now looking quite bright. Toma- 
toes wiU be ripe in a few days. To-day Mr. Yi sent 
us a present of an oleander which stands six feet high 
in its pot. Just a few minutes before we had received 
from the bankers four huge mdons. It never rains 
but it pours. 

Most wdcome was the news that came by last 
mail that Mrs. Greig has passed the doctor and that 
Dr. Greig and she are coming out in the autumn. I 
had told the members that it was ** nine parts ** that 
they were coming this autumn, but this time I was 
able to aimounce the "ten parts. '^ I gave it out at 
the beginning of the service and asked Sung and 
Wang to lead in prayer and thanksgiving. 

I thought that during this month or two, as I 
have no lecturing or travelling, I should be able to do 
some |diotos for you, but in the mornings I study for 
four hours with my teacher, and the afternoon is 
generaUy filled up with other wc^-k. 
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repreisent more tban one in a thousand of the popula- 
tion 1 We intend sending this appeal round to all our 
colleagues for signature, so that it may come from us 
alL We have had prayer over it, and are hoping that 
it may lead many to offer themselves, and also that 
the funds will be available with which to send them. 

I enjoyed greatly reading the accounts of the 
speeches on the Foreign Mission night in the 
Assembly. 

I have been reading the Foreign Mission Report 
in the " Blue Book " just to hand, and am struck, in 
comparing the Indian work with our own, at the 
many points of contrast 

We have almost no school work. They a great 
deaL 

We have medical work. They have practically 
none. 

They make long journeys among heathen. 

We make long joume3rs among Christians. 

They preach a great deal in the open air. We 
very seldom 

They spend much of their time in tents. We 
never sleep in anything but a house. 

They have if not translation work at least revision' 
work to do. We have all that done for us. 

They do their own printing. We have all that, 
too, done for us. 

They build a great many churches and school- 
houses. We have only built one hospital — and one 
small church ^ Newchang), built almost thirty years 
ago. 
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Mr. Wang, of Pa-tao-ling-tzu, in whose house 
the meetings there are held, brought his little son 
lately to be treated at the hospital. Mr. Wang and 
another member carried him in an improvised sedan 
chair made by themselves. The little fellow is about 
ten years old. He had got a thorn into his foot which 




had suppurated so that he could not walk. His ^ther 
said that -wheoi they tried to extract the thorn he was 
quite good and " called all the time on the Lord to 
help him." In a week or so he was quite well and 
had got- cured <^ worms into the bargain, so thq' 
left {^ain in good spirits, leaving the old sedan chair 
behind them as a souvenir 1 
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Another time when this Mr. Wang came here he 
asked me to tell him the name of one -of his daughters 
as he had forgotten it I The name was given at 
baptism, and of course was not used eveiy day. 

You will be astonished to hear what I have to tell 
you of Mr. Sung. One or two small matters of late 
had caused him to think that I doubted his word, and 
the matter came to a head last Sunday afternoon in 
connection with the case of the Hei-shih-tou inquirer 
who was charged with evading the tax as mentioned 
in my letter of 31st July. I told you that I had been 
to the "Foreign Office " and the Prefect made 
promises to deal fairly in the matter. In spite of this, 
however, the case came up for trial on Sunday and 
the decision went against the merchants. In the 
afternoon Sung came to me with a member in the 
same business to see if nothing could be done, as the 
inquirer had been arrested and might be tortured 
that night. I explained how hard it was for me to 
take action in such a matter, the full details of which 
I could not go into, and even if I was absolutely sure 
of his innocence it was not in my power to 
step in and demand that the sentence be reversed. 
Sung's opinion was that I should have maintained 
that the man was innocent. I told him that even 
though I thought him innocent I could not go 
further than I had gone without absolute evidence. 
However, as I thought it might fare badly with the 
man, I asked again more ftilly what was the evidence. 
Sung took all this as meaning that I disbelieved their 
word, got very excited, stood up and in a torrent of 
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words accused me of believing the Prefect and Mr. Yi 
(whom Dr. Learmontb and I happened to have called 
on a few days before, but to whom we said nothing 
of the matter) and then left the room, shutting the 
door, behind him and without giving me a chance of 
saying a word in reply. You can imagine the state 
of mind in which this left me. I felt the value of a 
colleague like Learmonth at such a time. We called 
on God to help us in our extremity, and the answer 
was not long of coming. After a snack of supper we 
went to the chapel, and lo and behold, when we 
arrived we found the agents and a few members 
standing in a circle having just had prayer, in which 
Sung had been confessing his fault. We sat a while 
and before them all I tried to explain to Sung how he 
had misunderstood me— th^ I had not doubted iiis 
word at all, but in questions of opinion it was easy 
for us to form wrong judgments, even when our 
intention was to know and tell the truth, and that, 
therefore, we had to be very careftd. They do not 
seem to understand the difference between beheving 
in a man's sincerity and yet requiring proofs of state- 
ments which he receives from others. It would 
probably have been better if we had not taken up the 
matter at all. Still I think I did my best for the 
man. 

We are heartily glad that the difference was 
settled up so quickly. I hope there may never be 
anything again to disturb our mutual trust and love. 
Nothing was further from my mind than distrusting 
Sung*8 intention in the least. I appealed to the men 
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present and said, " If I don't trust Sung shien sheng 
(Mr. Teacher Sung) I ask you to tell me whom I do 
trust All my moneys are in his hand and there 
is no matter relating to the good of the church that 
I don't consult him about, and generally adopt his 
opinion/* God grant that I may never again have to 
go through such an experience as that of last Sunday 
afternoon in this room. It is too dreadful even to 
think o£ 

Next day Sung and Wang came with their wives 
and children to call, and Sung mentioned again how 
sorry he was at what had happened. We had a large 
melon in the house which* came in very wdl. When 
they were about to go we all went out to the garden 
•and pulled bouquets of flowers, so they left laden 
with the spoils. Such family visits are very rare 
except when there are European visitors staying here. 
But I suppose this was considered a special occasion. 

Our garden is about at the height of its bloom ; 
from this time on I fear its beauty will begin to fade. 
Still new flowers come to take the place of those 
Avhich are oven 



KiRIN, August 229U2, 1898. 

You will be glad to hear that last Sunday we had 
an addition to our city congregation of thirteen 
mem'bers. In all I examined seventeen, but four of them 
are kept back in order to give further proof of their 
faith. Two of these are in our own employ, " boy " 
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and "mafu*' (yardman) — >ik^ are specially exacting voth 
them from the very hot that they are in onr own 
employ, and that, therefore, it might be thought a 
matter of course that they should become members: 
The other two are men who are working as helpers in 
the hospital. Of those baptized ten are men, mostly 
engaged in business in a small way in the city — a 
blacksmith, a tailor, two apprentices of a man who 
was bi^itixed last autumn and whose first fruits these 
two young men are — all in humble position. In the 
number are also an old man who is now acting as 
chapel keeper since we set free Li to do the more 
responsible work of visiting the out-stations, and the 
old watchman in the hospitaL This time old Mr. 
Sung was baptized. There seems no room for doafa^ 
that he has accepted Jesus Christ as his Saviour and 
example. The difficulty with regard to him always 
was that I did not think be feh that Christ could do 
very much for him. He was a man of upright 
character and seemed to look the wt^kl in the £u:e 
with a dear conscience. He has a fine <^^x»tunity 
in the hospital, whore he is the Doctor s secretary and 
roan of business^ of making his influence Mt among 
the patients. We hope be may be able to win many 
of them to £uth in Christ 

Three of those baptized were women. These 
are the wife and daoght^-in-law of the member Liu, 
who was baptized last autumn, and the wife of one of 
the ten mea w*ho wue baptized at this time. These 
women generally require to have names given diem 
at their b^ilism, aixl I was requested to make the 
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selection. Scripture names seemed most in favour, 
so they got Martha, Hannah and Rachel respectively. 
Sung enjoined them to be sure not to forget their 
names and told them something of the great women 
after whom they were called. 

So Sunday was quite a big day with us, and it 
being the first day of the month (Chinese) it was also 
collection day. This important proceeding has to be 
completed before the service begins, so after some 
delay, which Dr. Learmonth improves by taking 
them over one of the hymns, we get commenced. 
Our congr^ation consists of about eighty-five men, 
some of whom cannot find places in ^e main room 
and sit outside in the gateway. The women to the 
number of about thirty all pack into the very small 
room which opens off our meeting room. 

My subject was: The three applicants for 
discipleship in Luke ix, 57 to end, and I tried to 
bring out the different hindrances which prevented 
men froni following Christ : (i) fear of hardship and 
loss; (2) the claims of relatives when placed before 
those of the Kingdom of Heaven ; (3) the pleasures of 
bom.e life and society. Before performing the baptism 
I spoke on the meaning of the rite, and the new duties 
of those who were to receive it, and then asked them 
certain questions which they answered in public 
profession of their hith. 

I trust you will not forget to pray for these new 
members, that out of weakness they may be made 
strong, and may hand on the torch to others who are 
still in darkness. 
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We had another Christian marriage lately, the 
second that I have performed in Kirin. It was at the 
house of the member Liu, whose wife and daughter-in- 
law have just been baptized, the bridegroom being his 
^[randson, and, of course, in China the marriage always 
takes place at the bridegroom's home, the wedding day 
being that on which the bride leaves her own home to 
live with her husband's funily. The mother-in-law 
is the personage who derives greatest advantage by 
the transaction. The old gentleman was very 
anxious that the whole affair should be conducted on 
the most approved lines, in order, as he said, to set 
an example for the future. The custom of making 
presents in money was done away with, for members 
at least The usual thing is to haye a person sitting 
at a table who enters in an account book the sums 
given by the different guests. We had to be up by 
five and reached the house about six a.m. In the 
courtyard old Mr. Liu met us on arrival with a 
profound bow, and led us into the pavilion made of 
matting which had been erected for the occasion. 
No ceremony such as marriage or funeral would be 
complete without this structure. Here, too, it had 
been arranged that during the day there should be 
preaching at intervals to the guests. You see the 
old man was anxious to improve the occasion. As 
we were just late enough. Dr. Learmonth and I 
mounted the platform where two chairs were placed 
for us, behind our backs being an inscription : " Praise 
our Father in heaven." The bride and bridegroom 
stood in front of the platform, the former having a 

J 



I 



146 SKETCHES OF MISSIONARY LIFE. 

coloared handkerchief over her head and face. They 
began by standing far apart, but Sung indicated to 
the groom to stand beside his bride, and on his doing 
so the bride, to our amusement, shrunk away to the 
ade ! The ceremony concluded, we withdrew to the 
house where we partook of the wedding breakfast, 
indeed one is expected to make a day of it and have 
another meal later on. But one Chinese feast is 
sufficient to tax the powers of a European digestion, 
and so after listening a while to Sung preaching, we 
came away, having been there nearly five hours. 

I am lecturing once more, for the third time, on 
the year's course, chiefly for the sake of some w*ho 
were not able to attend on the previous occasions. 
Hu was away in Ao-tun-cheng, but is now back here 
for a while. With him has also come an inquirer 
whom the others have reconmiended as schoolmaster, 
as they wish to start a school, and he, too, is remaining 
for the lectures. There are also a few of the more 
advanced inquirers in this dt}*, besides the dispensers 
who have already heard my say on these books twnce. 
In order to have the time to attend they b^gin their 
dressings in the wards at seven o'clock or befc^e iL 
Unfortunatdy both Sung and the bookseller are laid 
iq)^ but I hope it is only tor a few days. 

I was amused at a remark of Sung's about the 
Greigs' return. He said that as soon as he heard they 
had left their son in Scotland, w*hen going over to 
Ireland, he knew that they would come out again, 
because they must have done that to accustom him 
to being separated from them ! 
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I have told you of the way in which one of the 
Ao-tnn-cheng inquirers had been beaten merely 
because he is a Christian. I reported the matter to 
the Prefect, together with another at Wu-chang-ting, 
where a petty official fired two shots into the chapel 
and used bad language. I am getting tired of fair 
promises from the Prefect, who at the same time 
shows every desire to injure our cause and oppress 
the Christians. After a week's delay he requested me 
to go to meet him at the Foreign Office, but I have 
had enough of those visits, and so I answered that if 
he settled up these affairs satisfactorily I would give 
him my thanks, but that if not, I would report the 
matter to the CohsuL Just this minute the head of 
the Tel^[xaphs has been in calling and has informed 
us that he has been appointed by the Governor 
General to go to Omosu to look into and report on 
the maltreatment of the inquirer, and also that the 
Prefect and one or two others are coming here to call 
on us to-morrow. This will be the first time they 
have done so, and it seems to show that they are 
anxious to have matters settled up; and yet one 
cannot say, they are so double. 



KiRiN, August 2gth, 1898. 

After an interval of a fortnight and three da)rs it 
was dehghtfiil to get a large budget of letters. It con- 
tained two mails, and it is strange why there should 
have been such a long interval in full open season* 
It was most refi^shing to get all the news. 
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Dr. and Mrs. Christie have lost their little baby 
of three months old, of infant cholera. There are 
very few of the Mission families who have not lost 
little ones in this country. Though the climate suits 
adults it doesn't seem to suit children. 

We have had a new run of official business lately. 
One day last week (Friday) I had three interviews 
with officials and two the pre\nous afternoon. This 
was chiefly over an afiair which caused me some 
anxiety at the time, but which is cleared up now. A 
member who Uves in the poor part of the dty — 
(cattle and horse market)— one of those who were 
baptised Sunday before last — had a row with a 
prisoner, who it seems tried to exact a small sum of 
mon^ from him. The two soldiers who accompanied 
the prisoner beat the member ; and another member 
cdled Liu (who was a bookseller till latdy), coming 
up just then, joined in the scuffle, and it would seem 
that with the help of some further inquirers who had 
collected th^beat the soldiers. Then Liu led the 
yny to the Governor General's residence, wh^e he 
demanded that the Governor must trv the case in 
person, and used some pretty strong language. The 
two men were taken to the ** Foreign Office,"* and the 
same day an official came to see me and informed me 
of what had taken place. He insisted on my investi- 
gating the matter mysdf, and giWng the verdict. I 
said I would examine into the conduct ci our mem* 
bers and report to them, and they might decide tiie 
matter as they thought fit. Of course I was very 
much vexed at the conduct of the member Lul The 
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official said 1 must hear both sides of the case, and 
would bring the men along. I said in that case to 
take them to the ChapeL So next day at eleven 
o'clock our Chapel (or rather the back room) pre- 
sented the appearance of a court of law. The 
official above-mentioned came himself. His name 
is Tu, the same as my own.* First of all the 
prisoner, bearing his *' cangue " (not for this offence 
of course), was brought in and knelt down. I pro- 
tested against his kneeling down, but Mr. Tu said 
it must be in Chinese style ; so I said he might 
kneel to the magistrate but not to me. Sung and 
I both examined him, and afterwards examined the 
two members ; and I gave them a pretty straight 
talking to for getting into a squabble over such a 
small matter, and especially for going and making 
the disturbance at the Governor General's, which 
was most unbecoming. Lastly, the soldiers were 
brought forward, and I gave them a talking to also 
for beating people on the streets when they wore 
the Emperor's livery. The soldiers had their arms 
tied behind their backs, and I had to give the word 
before they were loosed. I assured the magistrate 
that I had no wish that they should receive punish- 
ment My opinion was that there was fault on both 
sides, and as he agreed with this, the "court" broke 
up, after we had been palavering for more than an 
hour. 

Then I had to hurry home, as the Prefect and the 
Manager of the "Foreign Office" were coming to call 
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on US at two o'clock. They came in thdr chairs, 
with a guard of soldiers carrying old-£aLshioned hal- 
berds. We had to show them round all our rooms» 
and they had a time of it examining the wire mat- 
tresses of the beds, sitting in the arm chairs, looking 
at the pictures, etc After this they examined the 
microscope for a while, and Dr. Learmonth took their 
photos ; also, a photo of the equipage when starting 
back. Our visitors having seen these wonders we 
all had tea, then we went out to the garden and 
looked at the flowers, and they carried away some 
tomatoes which are hardly known, and never eaten, 
here. Altogether we had a great afternoon of it, 
their visit lasting nearh* three hours. Before they 
left we had a little confiaib on business. The Prdect 
mentioned the matter of the fight, and said that the 
scuffle was nothing ; it was impossible to say who 
might be in the right, but that the GovenKM* had 
lost **£ice'* before the people by the afEur at his 
gate, and that it would be necessary to punish the 
member Liu. I was prepared for this, and indeed 
was quite of c^nion diat« for his own sake and for 
the sake of odiers who may be inclined to do things 
which they would not dare to do if diey did not fed 
that the}* had the Church at tiieir backs, be should 
recttve some punishment* I had sent word to the 
Chapel that he was to go and give himsdf up. Buthe 
came here to ask me to let him off« as be feared being 
given over to the hand of the devfl, as he put it Of 
course I told him that I could noldoanydiiogforhim; 
that he had got himself into trouble by his indiscre- 
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lion, and that he ought to make up his mind to bear it 

bravely. Next morning he went and gave himself up. 

The consequence was that he carried the ** cangue " 

for three days through the principal streets of the city, 

and was beaten with twenty strokes. I saw him 

next day, and he did not seem any the worse for it 

It seems he preached to the people as he was paraded 

round, but I .cannot think that preaching in such 

circumstances is calculated to do much good. He 

considered it a great loss of " £ax:e " to the Church ; 

but I told him the loss of face was his misconduct, 

not the suffering of the punishment. Poor Sung was 

much cut up about the affair, especially as he was not 

well at the time. He always seems to consider that 

when any of the converts go wrong it is his fault, or 

that he was wrong in his judgment in advising that 

they be admitted. One advantage of recent events, 

he was telling me, is that he does not think so hardly 

of the officials as he used to ; not, I think, that his 

opinion of them and their ways is changed ; but he 

says he has learnt to be more charitable towards 

them. Certainly Tu, the magistrate, showed great 

consideration for my feelings in the matter. He told 
me that he had held office in Liao-yang, and also told 
me the names of some of the books which Dr. West- 
water had sent him. Possibly his contact with mis- 
sionaries there has made him more friendly towards u& 



KiRiN, Sept. 4th, 1898. 

I notice that when you refer to the success of 
God's work in Manchuria at the present time, there 
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seems to be a vague fear (in the back of your mind, 
shall I say ? ) that it may not last, I mean the forward 
movement I don't think any of us in the field have 
that impression. We all feel that we are only seeing 
the b^[inning of this movement. 

This year has been in striking contrast with last 
year in the matter of visitors. Just at present there 
is an Englishman in the city who is in connection 
with the Russo-Chinese Bank, and is on his way 
up to Hu-lan to a new branch that the bank is 
starting in the Russian city which has been founded 
up there, called 'by the Chinese Ha-erh-bin. He 
called on us one evening with one of our bankers, 
who are agents for the Russo-Chinese Bank, and they 
remained for supper. The previous day the bankers 
had invited us to meet him at dinner. They are 
really most hospitable people. We asked how many 
dishes there were, and learnt that w*ith large and 
small the total amounted to nearly sixty. They 
showed us afterwards over the new premises they are 
building just over the way. These throw our hospital 
buildings quite into the shade. The wall surrounding 
the whole is about fifteen feet high, and is meant 
especially as a preventive against fire. 

I send you herewith a photo, taken by Dr. Lear* 
month, of His Excellency Shieh, Prefect of Kirin, 
the gentleman with whom I have my tiffs. It was 
taken the day they caUed. The button is *' clear 
white,** and in firont a jewel is attached. The dress 
is the summer official dress, with belt and appendage, 
to it The background is my study table, with photos 
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of Willy and Harry, You will perhaps recognise the 
wall-paper, which is of your choosing. 

I am just in the thick of preparation to start for 
Hei-shih-tou to-morrow morning. Sung and the boy 
Wu go with me. We are only taking one cart, as 
the weather is fine and I expect to walk a good part 
of the way. We cannot go by the direct road, as it 
has been so much cut up by the rains this summer as 
to be impassable for carts. So we are going by the 
main Moukden road as far as Cha-lu-ho, where there 
are three families of inquirers. Thence southwards 
to a place caUed Yen-tung-shan and on to Hei-shih- 
tou. 

Some time ago I had a missionary talk on Africa 
and Livingstone. Last Sunday we had another on 
Mackay, whose life I had been reading. It is intensely 
interesting, and consequently, though I spoke for fully 
an hour, it had to be '* continued in our next/' Sung 
has several times on Sunday prayed for "Ya-fei-li- 
chia " (uc^ Africa). I think it helps them to hear of the 
trials and victories of their fellow-Christians in other 
places. Though they have a good deal to bear, it is 
nothing in comparison with the persecution borne by 
the early believers in Uganda. 

I am sorry to say the old chapel-keeper, called 
Tsao, who was baptised lately, is ill, and Sung fears 
he may not be alive when we return. 

We have finished the lecturing, to-day was the 
last sSance. We finished up with the 13th chapter of 
Romans, which is an important one here, for the 
relation of the Church to the officials is always crop- 
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ping up in one form or another. I started out very^ 
orthodoxly, describing the ideal magistrate, and show- 
ing that whatever faults ' they had in actual fact, still 
any government was better than no government, and 
when I had finished they all deluged me with accounts 
of the iniquities of the officials, so that my lecture on 
submission did not come with very much weight, I 
fear. Their constant and sore affliction is the rapacity 
and cruelty of the officials ; not, indeed, in the city, 
but in the smaller towns and country. 
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TOUR IN SOUTHERN DISTRICT. 



September igih, 1898. 

We left Kirin on Wednesday morning, and took 
up Sung in the city, but not at the chapel, as the cart 
could not get near it, the street having been taken up 
to repair it with new logs. Several members turned 
up to wish us "peace upon our journey," and when 
all our impedimenta had been duly lashed on the 
cart, we started, leaving the city about 11 a. m. We 
took only one cart, though (with the boy) we were 
more than the regulation number, which is one inside 
and two on the shafts in front. But it being beautiftil 
harvest weather it was no hardship to walk a good 
part of the way. Some one of us has been walking 
all the time, except when the road was good and we 
wanted to go a little quicker ; then three sat in ft-ont, 
or else the boy managed to sit on the boxes which 
are tied on behind. 

I walked all the way from outside the city to 
beyond the Lao-yeh-ling pass, where we made our 
first halt. This is a part of the road I always enjoy. 
That day I walked about fifteen miles. As soon as I 
began to walk, however, the evangelist and the boy 
thought they should walk too, and I had some 
difficulty in persuading them that to save ourselves 
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only one. should walk at a time, and we would have 
jplenty of opportunity without letting the cart run 
along empty. Sung is not much of a walker. As for 
me, I haven't felt in such good walking form for a 
long time. On the road we continually met parties of 
men walking northwards, usually carrying a spade or 
spade handle. They are on their way to Petuna to 
work on the railway. We heard stories of their 
lawlessness on the road ; their slight connection with 
the foreign power being, I suppose, the chief reason 
for this bad reputation. 

Four miles out of Cha-lu-ho— a market town of 
4,000 or 5,000 inhabitants — a little company was 
Standing at the side of the road waiting for us. It 
turned out to be four of the inquirers who had ridden 
out on their horses to meet us. Indeed they had their 
run twice, for the previous evening they had also come 
out thinking that we might arrive then. These four 
had all been in Kirin for a few days attending the 
lectures, so I was already acquainted with them. 
They led the way to the home of the Chao family at 
the end of the town ; rather it is one half of the 
family which has hived off, as it had become too large 
for one house. The original stock, which lives 20 li 
off, we visited next day. Each of the two halves has 
about twenty persons. They seem to be pretty well 
off, have large -farms, and keep a number of animals. 
All round it is a rich agricultural district 

These people are the soul of hospitality. They 
even insisted on feeding the carter and his beasts, 
though I pay him in any case by the day. 
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After a refection, we examined the inquirers who 
had assembled, Sung taking turns with me in examin- 
ing them. Then at evening worship I baptized nine. 
These were the old lady, who is the head of the family^ 
her two sons and two nephews, and also the wife and 
infant child of the eldest son, besides two men belong- 
ing to other families. The history of this family is 
interesting. The father of these young men heard the 
gospel preached in Kirin, and returned with books which, 
he bought there — but only to die in a few weeks. His 
bible was his constant companion, and with his dying- 
breath he recommended the new doctrine to his sons. 
The outlook in this district struck me as very hopefuL 
Next day we went on to visit the other branch of the 
family, and there remained another night As before, 
the middle of the day was occupied with examining* 
inquirers, fifteen in all, of whom eight were afterwards 
baptized. Among them was an old lady of sixty-nine 
years of age named Yang. Next morning we called 
at her bouse. Her husband died six or seven years 
ago, and she manages her household of some twenty, 
and (with the help of her sons) a large farm, in a way 
that is quite patriarchal She is still hale and hearty. 
When we were questioning her, she said that she has 
believed in God for forty years, and has not trusted in. 
idols for a long time She said she wanted to " borrow^ 
my light," as she wished me to pray for her ; but she 
used an expression for "pray" which I had never 
h^d before, so her request is the more sure to stick 
in iny memory. 

In this second Chao family's house we were showa 
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the place on the side-wall of the main room where the 
calendar was pasted before all the members believed, 
after which, when all were of one mind, it was removed 
to the place at the end of the room furthest from the 
door, where the picture of the family god always 
hangs. All these Christians have decided to dub 
together and keep up a chapel in Cha-lu-ho, we to 
send a preacher. 

When we left, three of the members accompanied 
us on their horses nearly ten miles, and thus we went 
on our journey, rejoicing that a new company of 
believers had been established, and praying that the 
Spirit may make them abound in every grace, and 
that by their testimony they may lead many to the 
Saviour. 

Now that I can speak the language and have 
reliable men, travelling is much easier and more ex- 
peditious than formerly ; in fact I seldom consider the 
journey itself a hardship. Sung is a great help, as he 
can get at the difficulties of the inquirers much better 
than I can, besides being of great service in giving 
them practical advice about the founding of the 
Church. 

Yesterday we were not able to have worship at 
mid-day as I had expected. It was market day, and 
these people have not yet reached the length of closing 
their shops on the Sabbath ; so we had our service in 
the evening, and before we had finished the manager, 
who had been away, turned up. He had been urged 
to remain where he was, as the day was very wet, so 
when he returned and found us here he considered it 
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quite providential that he had been led to return. I 
made a suggestion to him which he was quite ready 
to accept, that on every Sunday that is not a market 
day he should shut his shop. This would be a step 
in the right direction, and afterwards when the num- 
ber of Christian shops increased, I hop)ed it might 
be possible for him to close his shop altogether on 
Sundays. 

This morning was occupied with examining, and 
in the afternoon we were able to baptize five men, 
two of whom are managers in this shop, and the 
others are employes in different shops. 



Hei-shih-tou, 

Saturday, 24th September. 

We sta3red a day longer in Yeng-tung-shan than 
we at first intended, partly because Sung was not very 
well and I had a slight sore throat, both of which 
ailments have since disappeared. 

During the summer there is here very little 
traffic except on the main roads, and as we took a 
short cut, our cart was often ploughing through tall 
grass, and indeed at times there was no track at alL 
The floods had evidently been as great as in Kirin, as 
was to be seen firom the refuse which had got caught 
on the trees, higher in many places than the top of 
the cart 

I had long talks with Sung as we sat on the cart, 
and he was telling me about the sect to which he 
belonged before he became a Christian. This going 
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from house to house and staying a day or two in each 
place brought up to his mind hi$ former experiences. 
He told me how he used to travel about the country, 
at first going on foot from place to place with a sack 
over his shoulder, and that afterwards when he rose 
in the ranks he travelled in a cart 

On Thursday evening we reached this place, and 
have been here three days. To-morrow we leave on 
our return journey to Kirin, going first to Kwan-kai, 
where there are inquirers. Four more days ought to 
take us home. 

This Hei-shih-tou church has not been in a very 
harmonious condition for some time, and now I have 
decided to change the preacher, sending one of the 
booksellers fix>m Kirin to take the place of Mr. Wu. 
So that altogether our three days' stay here have not 
been very happy. Still, the members seem to be all 
loyal to their profession ; our chief anxiety was about 
Mr. Wu, who ought to have helped them, but has 
been only a hindrance, I fear. 

One afternoon we were conducted by some of the 
members to see the Temple; the only one in the 
pla(fe. Although built but four or five years ago, it is 
already in quite a dilapidated condition, which shows 
that even at the time of building the builders weren't 
very whole-hearted about the work. . There we saw 
large idols, rough hewn, which had never been com- 
pleted. I am often struck with the belief of the 
members in the spread of the truth. None of them 
doubt that the whole land will before long become 
Christian. I feel sure that when the proper man is 

K 



l62 SKETCHES OF MISSIONARY LIFE. 

placed over the church in Hei-shih-tou it will grow 
fast On the Sunday there were sixty present at the 
service, some of whom had come six and ten miles. 
This time we did not baptize any owing to the 
unsatisfactory condition of affairs regarding the evan- 
gelist, but we hope all will be well now. 

One evening we were invited by the Chu's, a large 
but rather poor family, who, though simple, unlettered 
people, are the chief piUars of the Church in Hei- 
shih-tou. As is usual, we (Sung, the boy and I) had 
to sit and eat while the family waited on us. I 
always protest against this kind of thing, and perhaps 
when we are half through a senior of them takes 
his seat with us. One of the sons in this family, 
who is a scholar at the school, is suffering from his 
eyes, one of which, I fear, is on the way to being 
destroyed. He was often lying in a crouched position 
face downwards on the kang, but as he is one of the 
best singers (a comparative superlative), every now 
and then they would appeal to him for the tune of a 
hymn, and he would shake himself together, sit up, 
and with his eyes shut sing the hymn, his face all the 
time being the picture of stem duty. The evening 
before we left his eyes were so painful that he had to 
walk up and down the room groaning. I was so sorry 
for the boy that I proposed to take him to Kirin to be 
treated. However, his uncles thought best that he 
should wait till one of them should be able to go. 
And perhaps that was best, as a young boy would 
require some one to look after him when living at the 
HospitaL The morning we were leaving he was very 
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anxious to go, and had his little bundle of bedding 
ready, and put it himself on the cart When told he 
couldn't gOy he sat down on the street and cried, and 
had to be comforted by being told that he would go 
later on. 

On the morning we left the church assembled to 
bid us good-bye, with • the unavoidable accompani- 
ments of a fowl or two and some packets of cakes. 

Before we got well away a rather amusing 
incident occurred. Only two li from the town our 
cart got badly stuck in a hole, and all the mules were 
down. Fortunately, one member on horseback had 
accompanied us further than the rest. He rode back 
and summoned the church, who came in force and 
got their pastor hauled out of the mud 1 

I am continuing this letter at the house of an 
inquirer (the old man who presented me with his 
rosary which he used as a R.C.)9 which is 8 li out of 
Kwan-kai, which again is 60 li £. of Hei-shih-tou. 
To reach this place we had to ford the river Whei-pa, 
on which are both Kwan-kai and Hei-shih-tou. One 
of the Chu's who accompanied me took a short cut 
and gave word of our coming, so that there was time 
to inform the inquirers, of whom it seems there are 
fifty or sixty families in this neighbourhood. But of 
course many follow the movement because of its 
novelty, and most of them are very ignorant. This 
morning (Tuesday) about forty assembled, and as no 
room could hold them we held our meeting in the 
open air. In front of the house they improvised a 
simple form of pavilion, consisting of a large piece of 
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doth supported on poles. I spoke first on Matt xi., 
25-27, and afterwards Sung spoke on the concluding 
verses of the same chapter. Afterwards we took up 
the Parable of the Prodigal Son, and he explained 
one half of it and I the other. In the evening we 
had another meeting. As we could only spend one 
day we tried to improve the time. Had it not been 
the harvest time more would have collected. They 
meet on Sundays at a little school-house which they 
have, the school being taught by a* young man from 
Hei-shih-tou, who was baptized last December. 

During the interval between the services the 
neighbours who had collected lent a hand in catching 
pigs, and for half-an-hour the yard resounded with 
the wild screams of pigs and loud peals of laughter 
when any one got knocked over. 

Next morning I had to go with Sung to celebrate 
a marriage in an inquirer's house four miles distant 
Two others went with us to lead the way. The 
arrangement was that the wedding would take place 
at whatever time I could come ; that day was to be 
the happy one. We started at daybreak on horse- 
back, leaving the carter and boy to have everything 
packed ready to start when we should return. As it 
turned out, it was just as weU the cart didn't come, as 
there were morasses to cross where it would have 
been bogged. My mule had a faculty of stepping 
from one tuft of grass to another, but some of the 
mounts plunged about in a rather alarming way, and 
one of them threw his rider. They pointed out with 
pride pieces of the road which they had made them- 
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sdves since tbey had become Christians, and which 
they described as **tbe work of the church." All the 
believing families are in this one valley up which we 
are now travelling. The ceremony over, we had to 
partake hurriedly of the feast and then started back, 
and on reaching the house exchanged our steeds for 
the cart 

From Kwankai two and a half days took us to 
Kirin (where I am finishing this), which we reached 
safe and sound. 

The only event of a sad nature which had 
occurred during our absence is the death of the old 
chapel-keeper, Tsao. He was ill when we left, and 
we were doubtful if he would be alive on our return* 
He was a solitary man, with only a nephew in the 
world, and being poor in this world's riches, he had 
nothing to lose and much to gain by his departure. 

The firiends from Moukden have not arrived yet, 
so I am in good time. I hope they may be in to-day 
(Saturday). Learmonth has had to do most of the 
fixing up for their coming. Next week I expect to 
have my former httle shanty fixed up, and in a few 
days Learmonth and I will move over to it, leaving 
Mr. and Mrs. Drysdale to live here till their house is 
ready. 
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XIII. 



CITY OF KIRIK 



KiRiN, 6th October, 1898. 

Our news of the week this time is the arrival of 
Mr. and Mrs. Drysdale and Mr. Turley, of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. We had expected 
them a day sooner, but they were detained by rain. 
The house holds us all nicely. I think we shall 
like the Drysdales very much. They have two 
small children, who are little darlings. Mr. D. was 
missionary first of the C.I.M., and then of the 
Alliance Mission, living latterly in Wu-hu, on the 
Yang-tse-kiang. They are busy getting their house 
put to rights, but I expect they will be our guests for 
about three weeks before their house is habitable. 

The last few da)rs we have been discussing plans 
and settling up Bible Society accounts. Mr. Turley 
stays over Sunday. I am also getting my own little 
house papered at present. I expect Miskelly to share 
it with me, and of course Dr. Learmonth till he 
leaves us. 

Yesterday we had a visit from a " round-the- 
world" cyclist, an American ; he has traversed 
Europe and Siberia, and has now only Japan left. He 
seems to depend on the cyclists of the different 
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countries for his expenses ; in China consequently he 
\'*" has been sleeping in the open air. He carried food^ 

I " clothes, ftCy and even tools for repairing his machine. 

To-day he called as he was leaving; and I accom- 
f . . . . panied him to tiie ferry on the SungarL 



KiRiN, Oct. 13th, 1898. 

I have spent so much time to-day drawing out a 
Report of the Bible work here during the year for Mr. 
Turley that I have only a few minutes left for my 
letter to you ! I have also been busy settling up Book 
accounts for the year. Mr. Turley left us on Monday 
to return to Moukden by Kwanchengtsu. I am feeling 
already (chiefly in anticipation, however) the relief of 
handing over all the Book accounts and Colportage 
superintendence to Mr. Drysdale. 

That American " round-the-world " cyclist who 
visited us had formed a poor opinion of the Chinese. 
He alwajrs spoke of them as *' ignorant people," with 
the " i •• of ignorant very prolonged, and said he would 
think Umself happy when he got out of the country. 
He had always slept in the open air, but we persuaded 
him to sleep in inns for the rest of his journey, and 
he got from the telegraph clerks a letter of introduction 
to innkeepers I 

The other day we had a visit from a Russian 
Lieutenant, Mr. K. He was very pleasant ; spoke 
French excellently and English a little. I took him 
over the Hoq>itaL He asked a good many questions 
about our Mission work. I was quite sorry he could 
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not Stay for lunch. To-day another Russian, Mr. M., 
called here. We had met him before ; he has been a 
good while in Kirin. He brought his little boy to 
have his swollen face examined by Dr. Learmonth. 
The Di3rsdale children seemed pleased to meet the 
little Russian boy. They were invited to return the 
call 

We have been getting a new pit made in the 
compound for keeping vegetables, &c, in winter. It 
is twelve feet deep. 



Kirin, October i8th, 1898. 

The alterations at the Drysdales' house are going 
forward, but slowly, as the days are so short now. A 
large number is at work, both of carpenters and 
masons ; but Chinese workmen are incorrigibly lazy. 
Besides their three meals they have three halts for a 
smoke ! At present a wall is being built behind the 
house to separate it from the carpenter's wood yard, 
which adjoins it, thus adding to the safety of the 
bouse. I have written to get it insured by a Hong- 
kong society which has an agent in Newchwang. 

We have started golf 1 It had seemed to me 
impossible, as I thought only of one place which is 
very stony, but we have discovered another part which 
suits admirably. The ground is sUghtly undulating, 
and occasionally broken by guUies, which give room 
for skiU in going over, or getting out of, as the case 
may be. The grass is, however, too long in places, 
and one sometimes has a long search for a ball. The 
situation is grand, with the river and mountains on 
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one side. So Mr. L.-s trouble in choosing the clubs \ 

has -not been in vain. Mr. Drysdale has played \ 

fS several times in Scotland, Learmonth once I think, 

and I never 1 We take one or two of the boys with ^' 

Ti8.:^,Xhe first day our boy Wu was so interested to '{ 

know what, it was going to be that he went without ; 

his dinner. Mrs. Drysdale kindly made the flags, and 

old condensed-milk tins do for putting into the holes. 

A number of Chinese sometimes collect, and are veiy 

civil and even help us in finding the balls. ' 

Yesterday we had a visit from three Roman 
Catholic priests, who are here from different stations 
for their annual conference. I had not met any of > > 

these gentlemen before. They had met several of our 
missionaries, but in many cases they only knew the 
Chinese name, and inquired of me the English name. \ 

They seemed pleased to meet with one who spoke 
their mother tongue (French). One of them, who ' 

lives in Pa-yen-su, told me that during the ten years | 

he has been there, he has only met one Englishman, 
one Frtochman, and a few Russians. 

To-day I took Mr. Drysdale for a walk round the 
city, as he wanted to see the sights. We covered 
about eight miles before we got back. We passed 
along the river front to the west gate, then to the hills 
on the west of the city, where there are three rather 
interesting temples, one rising above the other, from 
which a fine view is to be had of the city and the 
windings of the river. Thence to the north gate of 
the city, and back by the north street, which is the 
busiest 
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During the last three months the Christians here 
have, much to my surprise and pleasure, raised 141 
tiaos at the monthly collections, equal to about ^7. 
For the first time they have defrayed all the expenses 
of the quarter, and there are some 3s to the good. 

Last Sunday Mr. Drysdale preached at our 
service. 

Distressing news has come from Hei-shih-tou, 
that the young man who teaches the school had a 
quarrel with an inquirer, in which the former struck 
the latter with a knife, so that his life is in danger I 
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XIV. 



TOUR IN NORTHERN DISTRICT. 



WuLAKAi, Tuesday, October 25th, 1898. 

I left Kirin this morning at 10 o'clock, and 
covered 70 li, getting in here at 7 p.m. with a good 
appetite, as I had eaten nothing since our breakfast 
at 8. 

Unfortunately one of the animals in my cart is 
lame, so we have made rather poor progress. 

I hope to reach Kwankai (the northern one) to- 
morrow evening, and expect Liu, of Pa-tao-ling-tzu, 
to meet me there ; that is only 45 li from his home, 
where I shall go next. 



KwAN-KAi, Thursday, October 27/A, 1898. 

After getidng to Wu-la-kai I made up quite a 
little mail, and sent it to Dr. Learmonth to forward. 
As it has happened, each time I have stopped in 
that inn, I have done a good deal of reading or 
writing, and the manager commented on it He 
evidently considers me a great scholar I 

Next morning it was snowing, so that we did not 
leave the inn till 9 o'clock. Since then it has been 
quite cold, and I am glad of my ftir coat. Probably 
we shall not again be free of snow till next spring. I 
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had expected to reach this place in two days, but 
what, with the snow and the lame horse, we only 
arrived the morning of the third day, this morning. 

I hoped to find here Liu, who is the oldest mem- 
ber in these parts, but was disappointed to find that 
he had been here for a couple of days, and had 
gone home (15 miles away). However, some one has 
gone to give him word, and he may be here this 
evening. 

There are five members in this place, who were 
baptized in December and in March. They seem 
to be all keeping true to their profession. There are 
quite a number of inquirers. After breakfast we had 
worship together, and as it is market day a good many 
have been dropping in at intervals. I stood for a 
while on the street with one of the members to sell 
books, and did a little preaching, but money is scarce 
and very few people here seem able to read, in conse- 
quence all we sold was one gospel ! I am staying in 
a room connected ^^ith the shop of two brothers who 
are members, and this is the room in which all meet 
for worship. There are about a dozen believers in 
this town, and a few families in the neighbourhood. 
After being in inns for two days it is quite a pleasure 
to be among friends. 

The members here have just been comparing 
their circumstances now with what they were when I 
came here first, last December. Then they were only 
four, meeting regularly in a Uttle kitchen. Now they 
are twenty, and have a much better room. 

One of the members here was baptized by Mr. 
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Fulton near Shin-min-tun, but has since fallen a 
victim to the opium habit. He went to Kirin lately 
and was treated by Dr. Learmonth, and says he has 
broken it off. Time, however, will have to test the 
thoroughness of his cure. Dr. L. himself is not very 
sanguine about a cure through merely medical aid. 
He always tells such patients that they must make up 
their minds firmly; that even that is unavailing unless 
thej^ obtain help from on High. This man, however, 
does seem much improved. He says that formerly he 
could eat hardly anj'thing, but that now he can clear 
off eight bowls at a meal ! The only case I remember 
of what seems to be a thorough opium cure is that of 
an inquirer near Ku-yni-shu, who was treated in Kirin 
hospital. The whole family was inquiring, and he 
felt that unless he could give up opium he would be 
keeping back the others. 

Friday, 28th. — The inquirers here are more 
numerous than I thought, and so I am staying till 
to-morrow morning, when I go on to Pa-tao-ling-tzu. 
To-day has been a busy day. In the morning I 
examined thirteen men, and in the afternoon as many 
women, and immediately after we held our ser\'ice, at 
which seventeen were baptized ; men, women, and 
children. 

One case I thought quite touching was that of a 
boy of twelve, who is a swineherd, and who could 
repeat his catechism almost without fault from be- 
ginning to end, much better than any of the others 
whom I examined. His master would not allow him 
to read his catechism, and the boy said to him. 
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** Will you prevent me from entering the Kingdom of 
Heaven ? '* It is really very refreshing to find so 
many among whom evidently God's Spirit has been 
working. I only expected to find a few inquirers, 
but instead of that there are about thirty. I know 
you will rejoice that God has so blessed the beginning 
of this journey. 

As I write the members are all collected round, 
singing hymns by the light of two Chinese lamps and 
my candle, some of them squatting on the kang, as I 
am doing, others on the floor ; and at times I have to 
leave off my letter to put them right in some tune. 

There may be a cart going to Kirin to-morrow, 
which will take this. I address it to the chapel, with 
the direction that on delivery 4d is to be paid to the 
bearer. 



Pa-tao-ling-tzu, October 31s/, 1898. 

I am now out six days ; the first place I stopped 
at was Kwan-kai, 170 li from Kirin. There I baptized 
seventeen, where before there were only five members ; 
then at a place on the way here we stayed a few hours 
and baptized seven. I am quite surprised to find so 
many inquirers, especially in Kwan-kai. I cannot 
appoint an evangelist to this region, but fortunately 
Liu is able to give almost all his time to going about 
visiting the different places where there are inquirers, 
and he often goes to Kirin to add to his knowledge. 
They often, too, have visits from our agents ; as I 
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always tell the agents when they are going to any of 
the northern places to call here and stay over Sunday. 

Here I am again at Pa-tao-ling-tzu,* among the 
first froits of our work outside Kirin. But how little 
, we have to do with it after all ! We just come and 
see the grace of God, and are glad Yesterday at 
our service I baptized five, which brings the number 
in this place up to forty-five, and on the two previous 
days others were admitted to membership in neigh- 
bouring places, which' are the results of these members' 
labours. 

Wang, one of our booksellers, who has several 
times stayed here for a week or two, has been quite a 
father to them, and very helpfiil in setting them on 
right lines of work. He appointed the more capable 
members their different duties — of preaching, teaching 
the catechism to the inquirers, and teaching singing. 
They have a ** pulpit," which is merely a box arrange- 
ment, with a rising sun painted on the fi'ont (as at 
Kirin), and a ** pien," which might be called a sign- 
board, affixed to the wall above, bearing the inscription 
— " Jesus Place of Prayer," after the pattern of the 
Kirin one, which is — "Jesus Preaching Hall;" the 
distinction between a " Place of Prayer " and ** Preach- 
ing Hall" or Chapel, is carefully observed. The 
characteristics of a place of prayer are that there is 
no evangelist speciaUy appointed by the church, nor 
is there daily preaching as in the chapels. 

Wang, the bookseller, designed the pulpit, which 
was made by the deacon Wang, who is a carpenter; it 

* For j^rtwiouM 9itUim$ pagM 99 amd 78, 
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is painted by the bookseller ; likewise the sign-board 
which hangs above it bearing the characters — "Jesus 
Place of Prayer." I was amused at some of the 
" rules," which are pasted up on the wall, and which 
run somewhat as follows: — 

"From this date the following rules are to be 
carefully observed by members and inquirers : — 

" I. On the Lord's day all are to come together 
before the hour fixed for worship, and those who can 
learn singing are to learn singing. In like manner 
those who are learning the catechism are to be in- 
structed by the members mentioned below. 

" 2. On the Lord's day no mention is to be made 
of extraneous affairs. 

" 3. No member who is unknown is to be per- 
mitted to live at the church, or to eat and drink 
there. 

"4. \Vhen a collection is to be taken up, all are 
to contribute willingly, and according to their means. 

" 5. If any member breaks the rules his case is to 
be referred to the deacon, and if no proper settlement 
can be arrived at it is to be referred to the church at 
Kirin." 

Then follow the names of those charged with the 
different duties — one is preacher, another teaches 
catechism, another reading. One of the daughters of 
Warig, thie' deacon, is to hear the catechism of the 
women, &c. * 

Liii has proposed to me to go to a new place and 
try to get an opening there, so I am sending for the 
bookseller Wang to come here and accompany him. 
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' 1 have taken the half-day (Monday) before start- 
ing for Shan*he-tun, partly to wnte a few letters (as 
there is a member going to. Kirin), partly to recover 
from the labours of yesterday. As the intervals of 
preaching are almost entirely taken up with teaching 
«ngihg, and as they take their meals on the spot and 
in-reiaySy the only rest I get is while I am at my own 
nusals. , - 

' ' And now I must stop, as they are- waiting to have 
worship. . ' • 

Nov. 10th, 1898. — I left Pa-tao-ling-tzu on Monday 
at noon, staying half a day longer than I expected, in 
order to write a few letters and recuperate after the 
exertions of the Sunday. 

The second day I arrived at a place called Swei- 
■chu-la-kang. rWhen I visited at this * place last year 
there: was only one member, but I was pleased to £nd 
this- time quite the nucleus of a church. They, are 
£tting up u chapel entirely at their own expense,- and 
have asked me to appoint them an evangelist Though 
there.vva&st^ubleiately,4hrough discord among some 
•of :the leaders,' I iiope it has all been . settled up, as 
things seem now to be going on .satisfactorily. 

:; Since arriving here (Shan-he-tun) I have been 
v^ry busy, most of the time. examining! inquirers^— in 
all seventy-foul* ! . Of these about half were examined 
at the chi4>el,"and the rest at different :fiarm houses in 
the country..:: The evangelist at this .place,' though he 
.has his faults^ is a hard worker, and he bdieves in 
^tting out work' for me/while: I am. here. . It is hard 
'Work examining so many, as it is a xx)nstant strain Jon 
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the mind suiting the questions to the capacity of 
each candidate, so as to bring out the motives which 
lead him to seek entrance to the church. 

To-day at the service I baptized nineteen. It 
ought to have been twenty, but one was absent, it 
seems because his mother was opposed. There must 
have been about 120 present at the service at noon to- 
day ; the chapel was so full that there was no room 
for the women. So we held another service imme- 
diately afterwards for them, at which about twenty 
women were present, and quite as many men. 



Wu-CHANG-TUNG, November 13/A, 1898. 

V. It is now more than three weeks since I have 
heard from any of you, but I am looking forward to 
^letting a good bundle of letters on reaching Ku-yu-shu. 
I thought to have arrived in that place ere now, but was 
pleasantly disappointed to find I could not get away 
from liere so soon, on accptmt of the large numbers 
mho have been presented for examination. The num- 
bers seemed large in Shan-he-tun, but here they are 
still larger, amounting to fifty-six males. One of the 
.days I was kept at this work from 9 a.m. till 5-30 
j).m.,: with but an hour's respite at dinner time. The 
xesuk is that at the service this morning I was able to 
baptize thirty-five men and two children. This state 
of afiaiis is all the more remarkable, because last 
spring only. eight men presented themselves, all of 
nvhom were baptized. So the members here are 
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in great joy at the large accession to their num- 
bers. There has evidently been a quiet work bf 
grace proceeding in this town and the neighbouring 
country — members leading consistent lives, and in a 
vexy simple znd natural way getting others interested 
in what has made quite a revolution in their lives ; 
while many have wandered into the chapel, oftenest 
on market days, and there drunk in the instruction of 
the evangelist and his assistant You must remember 
that even those baptized are veiy ignorant. The 
great majority of them cannot read, and therefore 
have very little knowledge of the New Testament as 
a whole. Their vade nucum is the catechism, prepared 
for persons of " weaker capacity " than those for 
whom the Shorter Catechism was intended. What 
one cannot but be struck with is the sincerity of their 
faith. Their faces, often pretty stolid^generally brighten 
up when I ask them if they have felt a difference in 
^eir lives since they believed in Jesus. The question, 
whether they will ever be ashamed to own Christ 
before men, they generally answer with a tone of 
astonishment in their voices that the question should 
be asked at alL One man told me in Sban-he-tun 
that he would allow his head to be wrenched from his 
body before he would give up his faith in Christ. 

Among those baptized to-day were the little son 
iand daughter of a member who is the only one of this 
church who may be said to be fairly well off— that 
is, for China. 

On the previous days I had to pay' several visits 
to houses in the neighbourhood to baptize women and 
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children, and in one case an old man who is blind, 
and his little grandson. Altogether the number of 
baptized in this place is exactly fifty. I feel more than 
ever that this work is progressing so fast that I cannot 
give it the attention it requires, with my work in 
Kirin and the Southern district increasing at the same 
time. Two visits in the year are not sufficient, espe- 
cially when one can only stay four or five days even in 
the most important centres. 

This afternoon, while I have been writing, mem- 
bers who live at a distance have been coming in to 
make their bows and farewells, some of them leaving 
cards, for the Kirin church, hospital ! Dr. Learmontb, 
&c. 

On leaving Shan-he-tun last Monday I went 
thirty miles to the newly-opened station, Lan-tsai- 
chiao, where I baptized two men last spring. There 
have been great strides since then. One of the 
deacons in Shan-he-tun has house property in this 
place, and gave two rooms, free of rent, for the first 
year for a chapel. It is nicely fitted up, and the 
evangelist whom I put in charge has collected some 
thirty .inquirers, of whom I examined twenty-five, 
but baptized only four,^as very few had completed 
the nine months probation required by the rules of 
the church. 

I feel while writing that I dwell too much on the 
bright side. At the same time, it is often difficult to 
explain the exact nature of the difficulties and dis- 
couragements in such a field as this. To give an 
instance,, the evangelist last mentioned brought 
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charges against the • evangelist in ' Shan-he-tun, so 
that I had to send a special messenger from Kirin 
to investigate the charges, with the result that the 
majority of them turned out to be either without 
foundation, or very much exaggerated. I had the 
difficult task this time of pointing out to both of them 
thar error, and trying to bring about a better feeling 
between them. 

Last night we (one of the deacons accompanied 
me) stopped at a village where there are several 
Christian families. A number of them went to work 
for the summer on the railway, but were very dis- 
appointed, as they only got paid for about half their 
work. I am afraid there is a good deal of peculation 
among the Chinese staff who are superintending for 
the Russisms. The latter attend to the engineering, 
&C., but do not deal directly with the Chinese work- 
men. It seems a shame that the poor people should 
have had their work in vain. They got no more 
than paid for their keep. 

I had letters to-day from Dr. Greig and Miskelly, 
from Shanghai, announcing that they have had a 
good journey. 

Learmonth announces more trouble in Ao- 
tun-cheng and Hei-shih-tou. May God overrule it 
all for the purifying of His church. 

Now I must stop. My back is nearly '* broke " 
writing over this small table on the kang. . 



Ku-YU-SHU, Monday, Nov. .21st, 1898. 

Your two very welcome letters, of Sept. 22 and 
30, arrived last Saturday, brought by the Kirin chapel- 
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keeper, who returns to-day with this. After all, I 
think I- have written by every mail since I left Kirin, 
though probably you will not get the letters at regular 
intervals. I had just returned from a little trip to 
Shih-tou-cheng-tzu with Mr. Liu when the letters 
arrived. 

I am writing this ** while the porridge is cooling/' 
and occasionally warming my hands by holding the 
plate in them — only it is not porridge in this case but 
small millet, my oatmeal having gone done a fort- 
night ago. 

My last was finished on reaching this place. 
Next morning we left for Wu-ke-shu (you will just 
have to pronounce these names as best you can ; this 
one means "the five trees*') and walked a good deal, 
as four of us on the cart would have been a close fit. 
At Wu-ke-shu there are four or five inquirers, but two 
of them have not quite given up opium, so there were 
no baptisms. We had worship at night in the house of 
one of them, and next morning left for Shih-tou- 
cheng-tzu, where we have a chapeL There has not 
yet been a regular evangelist in that place, the. first 
member having instructed all those who have since 
become members. The arrangement was not very 
satisfactoiy, as there was jealousy between this mem- 
ber and another. This time I appointed as evangelist 
one of the booksellers (Chang), who was formerly a 
soldier. J hope there may be more progress in 
future. Only ten presented themselves for examina- 
tion, of whom six were baptized. 

Next morning we should have gone to a place 
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further on, but I did not feel very well, and as it was 
snowing, we would have been delayed and could 
not have reached Ku-yu-shu in time for Sunday. So 
instead of going there we left earlier than we at first 
intended, and got to Ku-yu-shu before mid-day on 
Saturday. It was well we did, as I had nearly fifty 
inquirers to examine before the mid-day service next 
day. With an interval for tea and evening worship, 
I was examining till 10 o'clock at night, and again next 
morning almost till the time for the service. It is 
quite too much of a rush. I would have needed a 
week here instead of four days. The consequence is 
that I shall not get back to Kirin for next Sunday, as 
I had hoped, for I have to hold the examination of 
the agents to-day, and to-morrow to go to a place 40 li 
away, where there are a number of inquirers. This 
will occupy most of two days, and on my way back 
to Kirin I have to visit a number of famihes in the 
opposite direction. On each occasion the tour takes 
more time than the previous one. This tour has 
required six days more than in spring, and when I 
went round with Gillespie the year before last we were 
only out two Sundays, whereas this time I have been 
out five. 

Yesterday (Sunday) we had a great day. There 
were about 120 at the sendee, and all the agents were 
here as well, having come in for the examination. 
Forty-one were baptized, of whom thirty-seven were 
men between twenty and fifty years of age, and nearly 
all heads of families. This is the largest number I have 
ever baptized at one time. Then we had the com- 
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munion, at which about seventy sat down. I had to 
give a verj' full explanation, as so far I have adopted the 
plan of admitting the newly-baptized converts to com- 
munion at once, for it seems to me that if a person really 
loves Christ and wishes to be his follower, and clearly 
understands the meaning of the rite, there is no reason 
for excluding such a person. Our service lasted two 
hours and a half. There is great joy here at the large 
accessions to the membership. May they all be true 
to their profession. One thing is plain, however, that 
it is absolutely necessary to have a missionary in sole 
charge of this district. I am afraid Omelvena cannot 
be spared for the north again, so I must wait till Mis- 
Tcelly is ready to take it over. 



Shi-la-ho (120 li from Kirin), Nov. 28/A, 1898. 

When the examination of the agents was over, I 
had to make an excursion into the countrv to visit a 
family which has been asking for a visit since Omel- 
vena was in charge. They certainly seemed very 
pleased to see us ; sent a cart the same morning 30 li 
to conduct us, and on arrival entertained us most 
hospitably. They had two fowls ready and some fish. 
Besides the members of this family, there were neigh- 
bours, and that evening we had several baptisms. 
Next morning we had worship, and then returned to 
Ku-yu-shu. 

After finally leaving Ku-yu-shu I had to visit 
three families in different villages, one of the book- 
sellers who works this district accompanying us. One 
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of these fiajnilies, consisting of about 20 members, was 
particularly interesting, as being a direct fruit of the 
Hospital work in Kirin: Two brothers, both of whom 
smoked opium, and whose health altogether was in a 
low condition, had stayed a couple of months in the 
Hospital just before Dr. Greig left The elder of them 
at that time gave up his opium, and got the first 
inkling of the truths of the Gospel The other did 
not then believe, but returned to the Hospital later 
and was treated by Dr. Learmonth, with the result 
that he, too, gave up his opium and surrendered to 
Christ. He described to me what peace and joy he 
has had since he believed. But the first has been 
last and the last first, for, whilst the younger brother 
was baptized this time, the elder preferred to wait 
until some difficulties, chiefly of a mental character, 
should be cleared away. 

The men had been baptized at the chapel, and 
my duty on this occasion was to examine and baptize 
the women and children. I was particularly struck 
with the answering of the two sisters of the above- 
mentioned brothers. In both cases the families into 
which they are married are unbelieving, and, it seems, 
they suffer a great deal of persecution from these 
relatives, being often beaten and cursed on account 
of their faith. 

The day before yesterday we reached Ta-shin-li- 
tun, a market town, where there is a number of 
Christians, but as yet no chapel. We were enter- 
tained by one of the members, who has a small inn. 
Last spring I baptized three or four in this place, and 
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since then the number of inquirers has increased 
considerably, especially among the shopkeepers, of 
whom five were baptized this time. At the end of 
the morning service those present made a proposal to 
open and support at their own expense a small place 
for meeting, which I was ver}' pleased to approve of, 
and I hope that soon it may be possible to appoint an 
evangelist here. 

This morning we left by moonlight at 5 a.m. 
Fortunately the lame horse is nearly all right again. 
We did 20 miles before breakfast. Till then it was 
bitterly cold. One has just to sit like the owl, 
•'warming his five wits." It is wonderful what a 
difference an hour and a-half in the warm inn and 
a hot lunch makes. 

I am getting verj^ near my journey's end, and am 
longing to get home and to get letters from you. We 
have now only forty miles left to do, so expect to get 
in to-morrow evening. I have been away five weeks, 
and after such a long time of continuous travelling one 
is ready to go ** apart and rest awhile." I think this is 
altogether the best missionary journey I have had. 
Certainly it is most stimulating to find what a work of 
God*s Spirit there is throughout that northern district. 
The total baptisms amount to 224. Of this number 
only 25 are infants. Altogether I examined 322 
persons. 



WELCOME ARRIVALS AT KIRIN. 



187 



XV. 



WELCOME ARRIVALS AT KIRIN. 



KiRiN, November 30/A, 1898. 

I got back in good time yesterday. The Greigs 
had not arrived. The river has been frozen over 
for several days, so I had no difficulty in crossing. 

To-day has been a red letter day with us as you 
may imagine, being that of the arrival of Dr. and 
Mrs. Greig and Mr. Miskelly. Sung had made pre- 
parations on a large scale for going out along the road 
to meet them, having got the loan of various carts in 
which we rode. There were eight carts, " large and 
small," and about sixty j)eople altogether, including 
some of the women members. 

We went as far as a hillock where are some 
tablets raised to the memory of different officials of 
the past, this being the regular place at which to meet 
persons of distinction who may be arriving in the 
city. 

There were some amusing cases of non-recogni- 
tion. Dr. and Mrs. Greig did not at first know Dr. 
Learmonth and me in our Chinese dress, and the old 
school teacher, who had only seen Dr. Greig in Chinese 
dress, after he had made his bow to him, looked round 
and asked where Dr. Greig was, and took some per- 
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suading before he would believe it was the real man 
Stood before him. The greetings over, we mounted 
our carts again. 

Dr. and Mrs. Greig are looking well. They 
seem very glad to get back, and to us it is a pleasure 
we have been looking forward to for a long time. 
They are much pleased with the house, and with the 
ad\'ance in the work since they left, and they are now 
quite keen to get to work again. 
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SUMMARY. 



SECTION I., pages 7-15.— City of Kirin. 

Examination of inquirers, their fluency in prayer — Soldier 
Tung — ^Visitors — Dr. and Mrs. Gordon, a stroll with the 
children, a little deer — Sabbath service, baptisms, doubling 
membership— Removing to new mission house — Thi Timts 
correspondent, takes out his note book. 

SECTION II., pages 16-25.— Visit to Nixguta. 

Lake Bilten — The lava deposits — Ninguta — Selling books 
on the street — Rough eagerness to buy — Russian officials — 
Meets with CoL B.~ Mohammedan mullah — Chinese official 
and his deaf and dumb son — A sick carter comes a cropper — 
Daily programme — Provisions for the road — Return to Kirin — 
Important decision of Mr. Sung. 

SECTION III., pages 26-30.— Tour in Northern District. 

Inquiring for "The True Lord" — A Chinese Irishman — 
Pa-tao>ling-tzu — Cordially received by Mr. Wang — All-day 
service — Joyful hearers — A Sunday school, children praying—* 
30 baptisms — This the first out-station — ^Visit to Kwankai, first 
baptism there. 

Pages 30-34.— Tour in Southern District. 

The fur cap — Mr. Sung preaches and sells books in 
Shwang-yang-ho — Moa-pan-shan a stronghold of the Roman 
Catholics — Return to Kirin — Examination in Chinese by Mr. 
Fulton — Christmas Day. 

SECTION IV., pages 35.41.— City of Kirin. • 

A monthly collection instituted, preaches on giving — 
Roman Catholics settle in Kirin — Officials pray for snow — 
Visit to Kirin " Foreign Office " — Interceding for the persecuted 
— ^Amount of first monthly collection — Dining with Russians — 
Departure of Mr. Omelvena — Persecution at distant out-station 
— New Year's gifts. 
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SECTION v., pages 42-46.— A Holiday Trip. 

Guests of Col. B. — Poor liiile theatre bo}-s — Our sleigh — 
Inns on the ice— Sur\*e\*ing for map— A gold digger — New 
mission house is comfortable. 



SECTION VI., pages 47-56.— Ci-n* of Kirin. 

Dr. Greig well known — New Year's festivities — Magic- 
lantern at hospital — Sabbath services crowded — .Another visit to 
•* Foreign Office " — " They praise you to yoar face " — Relations 
with officials seem improving — A heathen countr)* — New book- 
sellers appointed — Hei-shih-tou — Progress, but many faults. 

SECTION VII., pages 57-76.— Tour in Northern District. 

Early rising — Chinese restaurant — Temperance of the men 
— A child beggar— Ku-^-u-shu, examining and baptizing inquirers 
— Christianity come to stay — A busy Sunday — Losing the road 
in the snow, a twelve hours' fast — Forty inquirers — A neat 
chapel — Flourishing church in Shih-tou-cheng-tzu — A dangerous 
Toad — Escort of soldiers — Mohammedan inn — Old Ke brings 
letters — Inquirers, simple questions needed — A little colony of 
Christians — Progress of the work overwhelming — Shan-he-tun — 
Congratulations — Inconvenient offer of land — The Wangs keep 
open house — Ignorant, bat eager to learn — A slattern reformed 
— Liu acts precentor. 

SECTION \7II., pages 77-84.— Tour in Eastern Districts. 

Bompifig along — ** Dirty SrK>w " — Ao-tun-dieng — Inquirers 
— Some from loo miles off — Hu hurts his voice preaching — 
Persecution — Snow makes progress difficult — Delight of reaching 
an inn — PersecutioD does good — Inquirers numerous — Eager 
listeners — Longing for letters — A long day's journey — "Shall 
we leave the track for him ? " — 



SECTION IX., pages 85-93.— City of Kirin. 

Arrears of work — Lecturing — Band of workers gio w im; — 
The Prefect and Tao tai — Inquiries ordered — *' His Excellenc}* 
Dr. Greig" — Chinese dinners — Hospital patients become in- 
quirers — Manchu names — Rnssian justice — Sutistics, large in- 
-Meeting-plaoe (Hospital waiting room) too 



Taking up the coUectioo — Hospital patient makes good progress 
as inquirer. 
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SECTION X., pages 94. 107.— 

Tour in Southern District and Moukden. 
Difficulty in getting Carts— Snowing heavily — Stuck in a 
swamp — "No praise in a man's lite, something wrong" — Dr. 
Learmonth dispenses — A well-filled day —Hei-shih-tou — Dr. 
Learmunth and Wei dispense to 90 patients — Faults and Graces 
— Beaming Faces — Baptisms — Members defray local expenses 
— Nearing Moukden — Groups of Christians all along the road — 
Little time for sleep — Moukden — Presbnery meetings — Majority 
Chinese — Enjoyable Conferences — Statistics cause thanksgiWng 
— Chinese Elders fine men — Moukden hospitality — Hopefulness 
— College decided on — Professbrs appointed— Four Missionaries 
asked for — Large Congregation — Screeching Wheelbarrow — 
To Kai-yuan with Rev. Mr. Webster — Short \'isit to Kwancheng- 
ttu. 

SECTION XL, pages 108-155.— City of Kirin. 

Distracting questions— Lawsuits a bugbear — Arrangement 
with Roman Catholics to avoid lawsuits — Tedium of writing 
Chinese letters — Tao tai^s invitation — Death of Mr. Sung's baby 
— Two Agents, Wu and Sun, are dismissed — Money wrongly 
collected to be returned— ^25 Agents attend lectures — Different 
departments of work — Chinese clothes — Mr. and Mrs. Drysdale 
— Letter from Col. B. — Address on Africa — Dr. Learmonth 
lectures on chemistry — Photo of class — Floods — Lectures over, 
agents disperse — Care of two districts — A case of gross injustice 
— Flower garden — Chinese idea of enjoyment — Trj-ing interview 
with the Prefect — Further persecution — * * Curse and beat but do not 
take life "— Candidates for baptism — Appeal to Irish Students — 
Indian and Chinese mission work compared — Mr. Wang carries 
his son 60 miles — Forgetting a daughter's name — Mr. Sung loses 
his temper, but repents— 13 baptisms — Old Mr. Sung baptized — 
Also Martha, Hannah and Rachael — A christian marriage cere- 
mony, setting an example — Course of lectures a third time — 
Persecution at out -stations — A row in the street — Asked to act 
the mandarin — Court held at the Chapel — The Prefect calls — 
An offender consenu to give himself up— Mr. Sung grieved — 
Foteign visitors increase — Photo of the Prefect — Another mis- 
sionary talk — Mr. Sung prays for ** Ya-fei-li-chia." 
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SECTION XII., pages 156-165.— Tour in Southern District. 

"Peace upon your journey" — Fine har>'e5t weather — Pleasant 
walking — Cha-lu-ho — At roadside awaiting us — The Chao 
family — Their hospitality — Baptisms — Dxini^ father recommends 
Christianity — Patriarchal old lady — She lost faith in idols long 
ago^A new company of believers — Mr. Sung invaluable — A step 
in the right direction — Hei-shih-tou — Wu a hindrance — Sanguine 
expectations — Pillars of the Church, though poor — A young 
sufferer — Hauled out of the mud — Hastening ahead to gather 
hearers — 40 at worship^Catching pigs — A Christian wedding — 
A road ** the work of the Church '' — Death of old Tsao. 

SECTION XIII., pages 166-170.— City of Kirin. 

B. and F. Bible Society plans — Mr. Turley — Mr. Dr>'sdale 
takes over Bible work in Kirin — A ** round-the-world " cj'clist — 
Russian visitors — Golf under difficulties — R. C. priests again — 
Taking a new comer round the city — The native Christians begin 
to defray expenses. 

SECTION XIV., pages 171-186.— Tour in Northern District. 

Snow and a lame horse — Kwan kai — Among friends — ^The 
opium habit — A young swineherd striWng to enter the Kingdom — 
30 inquirers — Pa-tao-ling-tru again— The grace of God — A father 
to them — Place of prayer — Rules — B^ch to his duty — Preaching, 
teaching, singing — Rest at meal lime — Swei-chu-la-kang — One 
member last year, now a small church — They fit up a chapel — 
Shan-he-tun — 74 inquirers in town and outskirts — 120 at worship 
— Overflow meeting — Wei-chang-tung — Large accessions — A 
revolution in their lives — Stolid faces brighten — 50 baptisms — 
Lan-tsai-chiao— 9 months probation — Work on the railway only 
half-paid — Wu-ke-shu — Jealousy among members- Ku-jni-shu — 
41 baptized — 120 at worship — 70 at communion — Another 
Missionary necessary here— Shi-la-ho — Rustic hospitality — 20 
members fruit of Kirin Hospital work — An opium cure — Two 
sisters — ** Warming his five wits" — A warm inn — Total baptisms 
this journey. 224 — Stimulating work. 

SECTION XV., pages 187-188.— Weixo.me Arrivals at Kirin. 

A red-letter day — Dr. and Mrs. Grcig and Rev. Wm. 
Miskelly — A procession of welcome — Amusing non-recognitions. 
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